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Montevideo, Uruguay
o . _'515-16 Oetober 25, 19’4‘3

Subjects: United States herchant Harine Seanan
Herbert Lander Falrbanks, A.B., apre-
hended by llaval Intelligence for—ualng

rco while on board the 58 Capg

Henlopéii. \//
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STRICTLY

The Honorable
The Secrelary of State,
Washington.

8ir:

I have the honor %0 report that United Statee
lepchant liarine Seaman Herbert Lander Falrbanke was
apprehended by the ilaval Attaché for using excesslive
quantitles of narcotlics while on board the S8 Cape

Henlopen.
Tphere 18 enclosed for the Department’s informae
1/ tion, &a report prepared DY the United States Agsigtent

Naval Attaché, Lieutenant Richard H. licPeake, USNR wilch
wae formmrded to the Office of ‘Hav:a.l‘lntelligence. The
entire {nterrorations peferrad to in this revort took
nlace 1in the presence of Viece Consul D. Harrison Smith
of this fmbassy and are the Joint findings of both of the

above nentio ned officers.

Des~ite the declslon in thls case, it jg felt that
Fairbanks 1s & pathetic inaividuel who deslres to nalte
good, bul +o is apparently unable to resist his addlic-
tion. ‘‘hen Smith aeked hin 31f he would gubnit to 2 sreat-
ment for the cure of this vice, he willingly replied
that he would "hsopily undergo any treatnents, as di-
rected”. It was deened advisable to repatriate hio ©o
the United States on the original vessel under the guid=-
ance of the liaster, Captain Conrad ililsen. Thig vessel
1s echeduled to arrive at iew York, d.Y. in about filve
weeks, and 1t may be that the Departuent will wigh %o
girect the appropriate naritine authorities or the eteall=
ghip company %0 arrance for the entrance of this geanan
31n one of the United States ierchant larine Hospitals.
The ilaval Attaché has reconnended that Seacman Falrbanks
pe guspended fron the llerchant liarine service, and the
Consulzar Section of the Embassy concurs in this recon=
mendation for the sane reacons.

Respectfully yours, V ﬁo‘:r o
N\

X : \\L*‘“ @ ,@\ »

V Dudley G. Dwyre
Anerican Consul General I\
886.7 \

NES*Yed Enclosure: Rerort nrevared by Haval Attaché's Office
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NA Montevideo Dispatch 201801 Oct. to Port Dir.
N.¥Y., Info. OPNAV,

Com4F1lt, NOB Trinidad.
Personal Observation and Interviews B-2

United 8tates Merchant Marine

Optum and pipe for smoking same confliscated by
this office from Herbert Lauder Fairbanks, Acting
A.B. on 88 CAPE HENLOPEN (U.8.), after complaints made
to this office by members of the crew and the Armed
Guard Officer.

1. On October 20 Lt. (jg) L. H. Evans, USNR
Armed Guard Officer of the S8 CAPE HENLOPEN (U.S.),
called thie office and requested the presence of the
Security Officer aboard the vessel. The Security
Officer went to the vessel where he was informed by
Evansg that H. L. Falrbanks; Acting A.B., had been
reported to have brought a German aboard the Ship.
Evane further reported that Fairbanks was smoking mari-
juana aboard the vessel particularly since departure
from Persia, the previoue country of call. In tracing
thie report the following men were interviewed:

Captain C. G. Nilsen, Second Mate John Godsey,Third
Mate Walter B. Harrison,Engine Room Jadet Luther Lee
Trower, Acting A.B. Elma H. Hine, and John Joseph
Decker, Coxewain, U.8.N. It was learned that Falrbanks
had, on Monday the 18th of October, come aboard both
in the morning and in the late afternoon with an in-
dividual who appeared to be German and further that
Fairbanke had been accustomed to the use of maprijuana
cigarettee to some extent over a perlod of years.

2. With the knowledge and consent of the Master,
Fairbanke was brought to this Office to be interviewed
and while at this office hle personal effects were
ordered to be examined in the presence of the Master,
the Purser, and Armed CGuard Officer, and anything
appearing to be a poeeible drug be selzed.

3. At the request of thie office the American
Vice Coneul, D. H. Smith, was present when Fairbanks
wag interviewed by the Security Officer. Falrbanks
stated that he was born in Watertown, Mass. on 21 May
1915, that he had firet smoked mardjuana cligarettes in
1938, and that in 1939 he spent two monthe at the
Deer Island House of Correction in Boston, Mass.on a
narcotic charge. Fairbanks hag continuous diecharge
book and certificate of identity number Z-261471 and
License Serial number E-359113. Fairbanke advised
ug. _sea experience wag cervice aboard
gﬁfiﬁérfﬁﬁTR”ﬁXnaﬂﬁf%X {u’80)°26r a pertod of five months
st prior to hie signing on the 88 CAPE HENLOPEN,
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4. Pairbanke stated that the individual whom he
had brought on the shlp was Leapold Welhs, a barber in
the Cambio de Oro barber shop. Fairbanks stated that
he had met Weihs casually while ashore, believed him
to be an Austrian who spoke fairly good English and
that he had taken him aboard for a meal and to visit

he ship. A geparate investigation will be made of
Weilhe and a report glven at a later date if indicated.

5. Falrbanke stated that due to the fact that
he had grown a full board during the trip certain mem-
bers of the crew had Jokingly aceused him of looking
like a Chinaman and gmoking opium. He stated that
during the stop of the veasel at Khorramghshr, Persia,
he went to a house and smoked opium, but stated that
he had not brought any narcotics aboard the ship nor
had he smoked any oplum or any other narcotics since
leaving Persia. Upon further queetioning he admitted
that he had purchased an oplum pipe and brought it
aboard the ship as a gouvenir but had not smoked the
pipe aboard the vessel and that he had recuested
geveral weeks previously that another seaman throw the
pPipe overboard for him as he did not wish to arouse any
poesible suspicion that he might be uesing an opiug pipe.
On further questioning he admitted that the pipe had
contained & emall charge of oplum when he brought 1t
aboard and that he had smoked it once when aboard as
a "stunt", but repeated that the pipe had been thrown
overboard several weeks back.

6. At thie point in the interview the Master of
the veseel, accompanied by the Purser and the Armed
Guard Officer, came to this office with an opium pipe,
a small amount of eylindrical charcoal for cherging
the pipe, a2 tobacco pouch filled with what Falrbanks
admitted wae opium smoking material, and a small number
of other articles such as headache pills, tooth powder,
and ete. At this point he admitted that he hag been
smoking opium and that he had asked one of the members
of the crew to throw the plpe and opium over-hoard Just
prior to leaving the veseel to come to thie office.
This act on the part of any member of the crew was
probably stopped due to an armed member of the Armed
Guarad conducting Fairbanks from the veesel.

7. Although Fairbanks was well known for smoking
surreptitiously what was consldered to be mari juana,
hie loyalty as an American citizen was not questioned
by any officer or member of the crew. Hie conduct
aboard the vessel was marked by several inetances of
being logged, one of which was for falling asleep while
standing a one-hour watch at the wheel.
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8. In the interest of securlty and in order to
prevent the posgible spread of the use of narcotics
to othere, 1t 1s recommended that Fairbanks be barred
from service aboard United 8tates Merchant Vessels.

R. H. McPEAKE,
Lieutenant, USNR.
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AL*. J NSV Bui“ ;AAI'V‘TI I\T,
Commander, USNR,
U.8. Naval Attache

COIFIDENTIAL






