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SUBJECT: Summary of Statements by Survivors SS CAPE SAN JUAN,
U. S. Passenger Cergo Ship, 6711 G.T., owners War
Shipping Administration agent American-Hawaiian 35
Company, chartered to U. S. Army.
1, The CAPE SAN JUAN was torpeﬁoed without warning at 0530

Zone Time (1730 GCT), 11 November 1943, in position 22.018 - 178.13W.
Ship sailed from San Francisco 28 October en route to Townsville,

Australia loaded with U. S. Troops and 2,005 tons general cargo,
draft forward 26', aft 32'. Ship remained afloat for 48 hours and
sank at approximately 0615 Zone time 13 November.

2e Ship was on base course 270°, speed 15.4 knots, was

just executing starboard turn on zigzag pattern #l1, blacked out,
radio silent, 3 lookouts - 1 merchant crew on bow, 2 Army officers

on flying bridme Armed Guard at General Quarters. The weather was
clear, sea n%onnv; wind NW force #1=2, visibility good, daylight
but sun not up. No other ships in sight.

Se At 0525 Zone time 11 Fﬂvenber two water spouts were
observed at an approximate distance of 2000 yards, relative bear=-
ing 120° gimultaneously wake of torpedo seen in water 15 yards
from sTln. Torpedo missed stern by 20 yards. . few seconds later
e second torpedo struck ship on starboard side abreast of the after
end of #2 hatch, far below waterline. Immediately on impact a
sreat flash of light came up over the gunwale on starboard quarter,
reaching as high as the ship's bridge and over 20' wide, described
as reddish-white or reddish-yellow. This was 1mmedi eLel" followed
by a volwume of black smoke which rose slightly higher than the
flash precedin te Pollowing the smoke a huge sheet of water

flying bridge. Damage to hull not visible.
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and transferred part of the remaining Army and Merchant laril
aboard and picked up survivors. At approximately 1200 Zone time
Master decided to make attempt to get ship underway but a few
minutes later decided ship could not be saved and ordered"abandon
ship" for all hands. Ef of the EDWIN T. MEREDITH then came
alongside and took off ed Guard enlisted personnel., At 1900
Zone time all Svrvivors had bandoned the ship. Four hundred
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landed at Noumea 16 November 1943.

up by NATS Flight V2163, U’“ 1000Liﬂ, the 1SS DEMPSEY and USS
YMS 241, and landed at Q‘Va, Fiji 12 November., Total personnel
aboard ship was 1454 including 57 merchant crew, 41 Armed Cuard

and Naval Communications personnel; 21 U. S. Army,Ship's personnel
and 1335 U. S. Troops. All the Merchant crew and Naval personnel
survived., There are 15 U, S. Army personnel known dead and 100
missing and presumed lost.

Se Other than the torpedo tracks and water spouts, no
further evidence of the presence or whereabouts of the submarine
was seen.

A few seconds after first torpedo passed aft of ship,
several Armed Guard lookouts saw two water spouts generally des-
cribed as from 6=10!' high and from 2-3!' in width. Both spouts
broke surface at a distance of from 1500-2500 yards on relative
bearine 130°. They were described as egg-shaped by 1l witness ,
as fen-shaped by another; as being in the-shape of a pine tree
by another. Spouts did not rise simultaneously; second came up
as first settled.
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