Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684

ACTION OF mnEuY mNF'DENTML
Beme of Ship CANLTON
Date of Casualty Tl 2

"After the sinking of the ship we were drifting arcund inm ide rafts
and about 20 =en im ihe )ifebost, tie were keeping close together and debsting
what to do next, snd we decided to lash the boat and rofts & zother and walt
for developmunts. Im about § hours time & German sea plane landed om the water
close to ome of the ralts and advised us e could take two men aghors, and twe
nen Jumped off the raft and wore immsdistely pleked up by ‘he ssa ;lane and
earrisd ashore. later a largs ses plane cane slong and I reguestod that he
take all injured mem ashore, which he did. Some time later snother large plane
osne along and took wyself and I more members of the crow to Pirkenes, Norway.
In the morning of July 6 ancther two =em were irought ashore 5y tiv piace. That
. left 10 men In the lifeboat. These mem could mot be found, sccordizg to the
information given Ly the Cerman suthorities. About 4 days later mysell and
another imericss ‘aptain were takem to Osdo iy Germsa plame for transpartation
to the osxp in Gerssny. The orew was later on trangperted to Cersany by Gerxan
steamer. 19 days after the sinking of the ship the 1ifeboat landed on the coast
of Norway, andthe entire crew were taker prischers and trensported to Gerusny.
Durimg this 1V days one man dled of exposurs. ¥ie pame was Jeerge Pyme, Pirst
Assistant Englneer, of the ship. So abeut the first of Zeptember the entire
orow was lodged in canmp Milage--sarine intern camp.” - Easter

The follwwing is from an ONY Report on the 55 CAMLTOR

"Afew minutes after abandoning ship, when ihe 1ifeboat and rafts had drifted
consliderably sstesrn, the sulsmrine was seen to s-rface Lo starbesrd of the vessal
aout & ship's length asuy. Olng to the hase me discription of ths sudb ia
possibles The subssrine dlasppesred from sight within ome~half hour. Mo stbespt
was made by tha submarise tc communiocate with survivars.

‘ AL 1330 & Gersan two-mctored torpedo ssaplane, belleved to Bo & Welnkelel
altbough of poseible ssaller wing span, lsaded om the water wnd picked up twe
survivers., At 1400 a Gerzam Tlyiny boat, ldentifelid &8 & threca-motored Dormlere24
landed alongside ard abked for U. 5. Hsval survivors. Nine Areed Cusrd aad one
merehant survivor were placed abosard. At 1030 anotler Dornlere24 lsnded alonyside
aud pleoked up twelve mors men and hunded ovt recket flares. At U700 6 duly
another torpedo plane sisilar to ‘he first, ploked up two sore ssrehent crew. All
planss landed survivers at Dirkness (Sorway) eaplens 'mse where they wers itreng
forred to barracks in & slosed truck. Survivers noted several sixemotorsd {1yiag
bosts, many four-motored flying Wats and & large mumber of seaplanes in 4he
hardors Om 24 July this group of survivors was tranefeered ts Oslo by &2 Tam
LEONEASDY, arriving en 29 July. dm 31 July they doarded the Oer-an trunsport
U001, sald %o 'w 10,000 G.7., arriviag ot amlborg, Denserk, on 1 4 pust and were
put aboard & “reight car which srrived ut Wilhelmshaven on 3 jugust. 3y 17
Septenjer all had been Uranslerred to i.0.0. canp st dariag (Zawval) snd Hilag
(Marine, Serchant) Nord et Uestertimbe near Sremen. Intelligence guestioning
wizleh ocvourred at varicus times and pleces, was thoroggh, conearning wovenents
of the ship, cargey destigmation, convey ppoecdure and routing, escorts a-d morsl
of the serchant crews. PMarticular euphasis was planced on reassue for U. Oe
&id % rfussia axd swypathies of crew im this reapect. No mistreatsent wss raported.

= gontinued on next p&ge ~
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ACTIOE OF EXNEMY

Heme of Dnip CARLION {Comt'd) CONF’DENTML
Date of ‘asual ty Tav=bl

The 17 survivors who were not flowm o/ were all tramsierred to the
1ifoboat, and the rafts were cot adrift. The Second Mate, whe was in
command, had brought & sextant and charts and set & course for the nearest
fusgian territory. On 8 July « Sritish plane dropped s rubber 1ife suit
and some cazned foode Om 18 July & surfaced submarine was &ttracted by
flares and came alongside. The sitwarine was nowly painted white, of
sediwe slse, without idemtifylag marking, and gemerelly scswers the doge
eription ol the 517 Bons home-gperational type (OFIZ20). The cucssanding
officer, who appeared to be about 25 to 26 yesure old, azd saild that v
had lived on the Ues 5. west coned lor some time, spoke good Hrglish. e
regretied that he could not take then sboard, statiag that be was *still
outbound on patrol'. e offered medical ald, shich was refused as rot
belng needed, and gave Lhum & wapass, charts, positlom, time, and course
and the distanos to the nearest Eorweglan cosst, aleo blsculte, cizarettes,
wnter and blankets. Nost of thlds gear waa of Ve o mamufaet re. The
German stated tiwt he had torpedoed the "§ HNOJIER, & few daye bhelors
and Iater boarded her after the orew lwd been resoved 4y & Bussian DI
(This statememt conflicts witk tho Zuwmry of Statemmmts I furvivers
of the I8 FXSTEE, whiech gtates that vessel was disabled by nosr sisses
of asrial bombs snd lster sunk YW pafire from N8 POPPY)e The sube
sarine captaln alos stated that 42 sutasrines wore hunting vessels from
e dispersersed convay.

in 18 Jnly the lat Asets dnglneer died of wposure. On tho same day
esurse was changed for Lhe nesrsst Norweglian Const. On 26 July the re-
maining 16 survivers lasded at Tufljord, Nprwmy, near Herth Cape. On the
same day they were transpdried by motor torpeds bost to faliserfest, thence
to Tromsoo the mext daye On 13 Ssgust they wrrived at Nergen t.’mard us
BAABANY and were placed abomsd train for Osle. Op 16 Suweet, & .
pified Oslo abourd the “UkY which was mined at approximmtely lulu feksts ™
17 Avgust, a few wiles off jalborg Cleenel with s rumored loss of 30
Ggraan troops. A large orsck appeared in the imll, port side, oppesite
#8 hatch, extending from ths waterline w the =a'n deck snd across
the deuks The vessel settled aground by the bow whioh was under water
to the bresk of e bridge. It was sot know whether the wessel was sale
wigeablo. The 17 morchsat orew survivors were rescued by Danish trawlers
and eventually srrived at Milag Ford om 27 Ausust, 1943,

27 Herchant orew survivers arrived at New York 8m 21 Februsry 1945
aboard the 55 CRIPSAOLM. Pour are still im silag Nord. The 11 Arsed
duard gurvivors ars in Halsg ¥ord."
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