
26  boomb.r,   1943

136      S.S.    CEAPULTEPEC

U.S.   tanker,   built  1945;   10.195  gross  tong}   Cargo,   fuel  oil.

::;eTd::dA;:b%c::':'::,.. I;:;. %;;:;b:5633°. £:  .  79oio w.
Weather,   hazy;   Seal,   moderato;  wind,   brisk  NE.
On  board,   81;   saved,   81.
Vessel !  salvaged.

Although  She  ms  proceeding  indopendontly,   3  Ships  and  2  escort
vessels  of  a  Convoy  were  within  Sight.   dead  ahead  on  the  Same  oours..
and  a  PBM was   ovorbead.

It  was  deybreak,   and  the  CImptJLTEPEC m8  mking  approximtoly
fifteen  knots~on  a  8igzag  ooui.se ,when  the  port  warning  light  of  th.
torpedo  detector  flashed  red,   but  the  sound  device  m8  not  aotivAtod.
Five  sooond$  later.   there  ms  a  dotomtion  a8  the  torpedo  hit  5'  or
10.  abaft  the  stem  on  the  schr`3oard  .Sow.     The  starboard  detector  "8
knorm  to  be  out  of  order.   and  the  an€;1e  of  the  approaching  torpedo.
so  neal.i.v  dead  ahead,   is  thought  to  have  been  responsible  for  aLoti-
veting  the  port  indicator.    A    distress  8igml  was  sent  and  a,cLmowled6®d
ty   ELlboa.

The  general  alarITi  ilJas   so`mded  and  clll  hands   reported  in  good
order  to  their  stations,  tut  it  m8  found  trmocessary  to  abandon  ship.
and  the  oour§e  m8  continued  for  Cristobal.   whore  the  oar8o  mag  di8-
ohaLr6ed  the  following  de.v.     Ihe  ship  then  prooeeded  to  Galveston.   wher.
drydocking  eind  repeir  facilities  tTere  aveilablo.     She  carried  a  in.rob.ant
Crew  of  53  persons,   and  28  arnod  cma; rd  crew,   pll  of  whom  were  safe  and
uninjured.
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