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To:          The  cormandand   (Ch'il)

Subj:     Oil  apill  on  SS  CIIARms  I,.  Ti'i'HEElm  on  21  July,1945,  at  Berth  195,  Los
Angeles  Harbor 3  preliminary  investigation.

Forwarded,   approved.

J.2fENtr twj
Acting



UNITE:D  STATES  COAST  GUAF!D
LONG BEAcli 2. CALIF.

^DDF`ESS  FtEPL.Y  TO:

DlsTRlcT COAST GUARD OF.FlcER   omd
ELEVENTH  NAVAL DISTRICT
REFER TO FiLE!     r',{IN   c-133ci

20  Au£.:ust,  1945

To:            The   corrmandaut   {0;i,il)

Via:         i.   OIC,  in.tfar]..rie   Inspection,  1lrm
2.   I]cao'   |11,jD

stibjs       oil  spill  on  SS  CHurthES  I.1`'.REfrilfiR  on  21  July,1945  at  Berth  195,
I.os  Ans'eles    hiarbc)r.

1.              iursi.-iarj.t  to  a  report  of  oil  spill  on  .the  SS  CI+ABhis  I.  1;-iH33EIER,
received  on  21  Jul:\J,  1945  from  the  Carp,   the  undersigned Examining.  C£.ficer
boarded  the  vessel  upon  her  return  to Los  Ang.eles  Harbor  on  13  Au8.ust,  1945.

-  REsoNs  ENTERvlavRED  -

2. 1.   Jorgensen,  I.jffaster,   2321  -4th  Avenue,  Seattle,  'ii;ashington
',.,. illi8.in  J..  Boy-le,   C!?ief  f\rthte,   7210  -  5th  Avenue,  RT.Y;'.   Seattle,
',lashing.ton

-  FlitT;INGs  CiF  FAer  -

3.              I.he   SS  CEiA33IES  Ij.  t'JREREIER  is  a  freight  vessel  of  2205  £ross  tons,
Off]. cial  i:a.   216656,  oftined  by  the  War  Shipping-Administration  arid  operated
br  :.:ccctmdck  Lteamship  Company  of.  .i,;ilming.ton,  California.

4.              Cri   21  July,1945  aLt  approximately  1500  Prm,   the  SS  CEARIES  Ij.•.-,ImLE.  was  at  Berth  195,  Log  Ang.eles  Ha,rbc)r,  taking.  on  fuel  oil  from  a
I.icr.field  Barge  at  a  rate  of  approximately  900  barrels  per  hour.    On  the
sr:ip  tbe  opera.tion  v,'as  being  handled  by a  chief  en6'ineer nev'  to  the  ship,
one  Ti],..  `..ood,  arid  a  complei-,ely  green  third  assistant  eii8`ine,er,   one  J.  I,'.
S}jerr:ar..    '.'i'ood  was  discharged  four.  days  later  for  anot,Eer  re&s`Jn  and
Shermin  1.>,Jas  hospitalized  the  next  day;  thus  neitl2er  of  these  persons  was
available  for  an  interview  'vvri`en  the  ifemining  Officer  iTas  aboard.    Tlte
mgsti,er  stet.ed,  however,  th.at  the  spill,  which  was  six  to  eight  barrels,
three  to  foL].r  barrels  of  w'hich  reached  the  water,  occ`Lirred  as  a  sole  result
of  the  inexperience  of  the  then  chief  engineer  and  third &ssisirmt.    The
oil,  'tjeing  taken  into  the  ship's  No.  2  tank,  i.acked  up  into  +,ke  forepeak
Jar-I  aLld  overflor`L'ed,  tjoth  from  the  vent  and  tank  top.    A  Ii,fart:i_n  Ship's
Service  clean-ijip  gang  of  tv,7enty-five  men  was  secijred  i:nmediatel.v  and  tii.e
spill  cleaned up by  the  u.se  of  straw.
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DCGO'   |IND
Case  No.   MIN  C-1330
20  August,  1945

-  cencljusloNs  -

5.              The  oil  spill  on  the  SS  CHARLES  Ij.  VrmELER  at  Berth  195,  Ijos
Angeles  Harbor  on  21  July,  1945  resulted  fl`om  the  fact  the  personnel  in
charge  were  new  to  the  ship  and  one  of  them  had  just  obt,aimed  a  license
as  third  assistant  engineer.    There  was  no  I.eal  evidence  of  negligence.
Prompt  and  efficient  measures  were  taken  to  rectify  the  pollution.

-   RECO}muENnATION   -

6.             It,  is  recommended  that  the  case  be  closed.

&HRTmGis
Lt.   (jg),   USCGR
E]camining  Officer

2o  August,  1945
Approved=

I.t.   Condr.,   USCGR
Senior  Hearing  Officer

End-1
EN  C-133.3
20  August,   1945

To:            Tr.e  commandant   (0:,I)

Via:          DcOO,   llND

Subj:       Oil   spill  on  SS  CIIAELES  I.  \j,HEElm  on  21  July,1945  at  Berth  195,
Los  An€`eles  Harbor.

Forwarded,  approved.

Oth.EN2N;ENfr
Acting  OIC,   Marine  ln`spection


