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No.    69
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A}v:FRICA}\T    CONSITLATE            tt

Antofagasta,   Chile,   November   19,    i(34:5.

Subject:   Security   of  Ijiberty  Ship  SS.

The   Honorable
•The    Sec^r`etal'.y    {jf    S+,Step

Washingtor.A.

a i I. :

harles   N.    MCGro&r't3`  9

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Departm€'nt  anCha r I €, s
i-i`oE-3:i-Fiancisco   to  ALto fag.-|sta   vl

incident  on  the  cmise  of  the  I,1berty  ship  S.S.
N.    HCGroart

al c i f i c while    ir.   ATitofa6   €tg   r+artir   on   }`Toverriber`

Chgirlesdeflnlte   suggestion  'that  the  master  of  the  shipJ.  ,,_         _   _        _1-J

i  `.,i

15,    i4,15   an31€,1943`

t'pon  tr.e   request   of  the  master,   George   I,ewlck,   the
purser,   and  other  of fleers  of  the  ship,   who  had  made
certain  charges  against  one  other  ln  the  question  cf   the
sat.ety  o{   the   ship  while  under  the   contr'ol  of  the  master
during   the   voyage   o£.   the   vessel   £icr'o-s   the   south,   Par`l{'ic,
I  made  an  off lclal  lnvestlgatlorl  aboard  ship  while   in  tth.e
harbor  her.e   regtirding  these   charges,   and  asked  t}:e   local
U.S.   rvavaLI   Llalson   Officer   and   the   Grace   I,lne   Ac;eat   to
sit   ln  on  a  t)oar.a   Wit,h  me   t,a   hear   any   char.ges   tJi:=t   t^L`c
officers  might  wish  to  make.

As  a  result   of  this   lnvestl8atlon  we   concluded  that.
the  master  had  obviously  endangered  his   ship  at   le£`ist
twice   on  this   trip  through  incompetence  and  an  unstat`le
state   of  mind  superlnduced  by  a  mental  and  physical
condltlon  arlslng  from  a  more  or  less   chronic  dlseaso
such  as   8yphllis,   for  which,   1t   ls  t)elleved,   he  may  have
been  recelvln(3   tr'eat,ment   ln  a   cursory  mannc`ro

Upon  the  assurance   of  the   chief  mate,   George  1\   Po6;e,
a  very  competent   of{lcer`,   the,   chief  en61neer,   thomas   Bo
Andepgon  and  the   chief  off lcer  of  the   armed  guard,   L`]i`ils
Cantel,   Jr„   that   they  vJere   competent   to  take  .over
control   of  the   9hlp,   should  the   skipper  get `out   of   1\1nc`
again,   I  decided  not   to  rolleve   the  master  at  this  por't,
but   to  wrltc   this  word  of  war.nlng  to   the  Department   for
what  reference   lt  may   see  fit   to  make  of   lt,   with  the_  ,          ^1_ _ ._i  -_

I+UL  J-+*-u\,      |'+`+C,C>_-_____      _

JLLucJ32ELt|[,   not  be  given  another  berth  as  skipper  of
an  American  vessel  until  he  has  been  thoroughly  e][amlned



-8.

ty  a  p}:}grsiclaa  aind  allenl@t.
The  veBs®1  8houla  &rrlve  ln H®tr  Pork  about  D.c-I

|0,  1943,  on  its  rettim  to  the  United  St&te9.

R®8pectfully  yours,

',\J

too8
`3J'`haoha

Ame,r±can  Con8ul,

88S.9        {OrlgLn&i   to  -bepai'r.iLci'ii `
rm:oS      (c¢T`T   to  tF.m3heesy,    santiF  _-.i`}


