Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684

{oux)
CG-MIN=CHA RLES We
ELIOT
U August, 15k
Tos 0G0, 3rd Haval District (omi)

Subjs War action cwsualty involving the CHARLES W, FLIOT en 20 June,lSljie

) Your attention iz reforred to M instrustions of 15 ¥areh and
2 sugust, 1945 (COWKIN-Cel00)s Parsgraph 11 of the instructions of 2 August,
105 provides as follows:

The examiner should * + + couline and ocnoentrate his
questions to elicit detailed information developing
&ll of the fects and circumstances with regard to suse
peetsd maliunstioning or inadequacy of equipnamt or
acn~-conpliance with other requirements for the better
security of life at sea under wartime oonditionse

2 ‘The CHARLES We BLIOT was mised snd sunk on 20 June, 194k, when
about four miles off "June Beach,” Normandy, Freance. The mster of the
subjeot vessel, during the investigation of this case 4t Wew York, stated
that "All four life rafts were thromm from thelr racks and sank immedistely."
Deepite thig direct statemsut of sericus malfunctioning of better security of
1life at sen cquipment, the master was not furiher guestioned with respect
thoroto.

Je The failure of omamining offleers to olicit pertinent detailed
information &5 required by the above elted instructions as illustreted by
the feilure in this case to elicit the reasons and ceuses for the self-
release aad sinking of the refts on board the subject vessel, renders the
evaluation of war action casualties for the determination of the necessity
for the ingtitution of precise reculatery corrective messures for the safety
of merchant type vessels most difficults Closer adheremne to the above
oited ingtructiong ie therefuore most desirsble in the investigation of war
action eagualties,
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