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HcmFT  rmH  3ND  BOARDING  REpORT,   ss  fjtiARLfsTO'ft'ht   ('j.s.} ,   18  NorEMBER  1943.

Contact  A  r®Forted  that.  subj i{3t  iressel  collided  wi`c'ri  the  SS  TK.  Irl:ItG"It`*
while  leaving  fflllford  Haven  preparatory  to  form:ng  convoy  on  Z9  03tober  1943.
Subject  vessel  had  been  designated  the  Car-.mo`}ore  of  thl,~,  convoy  and  according
to  orders,  was  to  be  the  first  ship  +,o  i]ass  through  the  boom.    On  board  subject
vessel  was  the  Commodore,   Comnar}der  FIELDS,   USN,   who  was  on  the  bridgti  and`
observed  the  collision.    Subject  vessel  iias  anchored  on  the  I,orth  side  of
REilford  Haven  just  off  the  port,   picked  up  her  anchor  and  was  moving  at  a  speed
of  3  kDots  ovBr  the  ground  aided  ty a knot  and  a  half  current  toward  the  boom.
Tbe  VlmlNIA,  which  was  anchored  on  tr,e  south  side  of  I.lil ford  Haven  pulled  up
her  anchor  aLnd  moved  doim  toward  the  boon  on  t,he  port  side  of  subject,  vessel.
She  caITie  up  at  8  greater  speed  then  subject  vessel  &r,parently  intending  to
beat  her.  to  the  boom.    When  Subject  vessel  was  about  1,00U  yards  from  the  toom,
tbe  VIRGINIA  which  ims  about  abean,  apparel.`tly  sac  that  she  was  unable  to  beat
subject  vessel  to  the  boon  and  reversed  her  engines.    The  combination  of  reversed
engines  and  the  tide  t,in.sw-  t,he  Vlml}{IA  directly  across  the  how  of  Subject  vessel
and  despite  reversed  engines  and  a  dropped  anchor,  in  an  effort  to  Stop  subject
vessel,   her  bow  rammed  the  VIRGINIA  about  midway  between  the  bridge  and  bow  making
a  hole  from  the  waterline  to  the  w®&ther  deck  about  2  feet  deep.

This  accident  was  thoroughly  invest,igated  at  REilfQrd  Ziav®n  diid  acc3Smiii&  i,o.
Contact  A,   both  Commander  FIE,LDS  aiid  the  Captain  of  the  Port  of  r#ilford  Haven,
who  observed  the  accident  from  the  shore,  compl®t®1y  exonerated  sitbject  vessel  end
comp],im{mted  the  asast®r  on  his  attempt  to  avoid  the  collision.

Th~  d.an&£`:'e  to  sub`i©ct  vess©11s  above  the  weather  deck.     There  is  a  hole  in
the  1.orecastle  head  at  the  bow,  oval  in  shape,  about,  5  feet  long  and  having  a
rmximum  width  o±.  about  2  feet.

Dissemination:     COMIWCH  F-20,  J.A.a.,   Coast  aunrd.

2AEir:B.5
27  Nov.   43.

Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684




