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58%W8:dp55tfe#€hift5Lgof?efinu¥:S:el  Sap-h-by  the  bo'"   1istin,tT
2.               The   vessel  was   on  course   261°  true,   speecl   8  knots

(convoy  speed),   in   120  fathons,   not   zigzagging,   blacked   out,
radio  had.   not   been  Li`sed  since   leaving  port.     Severi.lookouts,
1  at  bow,   2  on  flying,  bridge,   2  after  run,   2  after  `fr`idfre.
Weather   partly  cloudy,   sea  rough,   fresh  lr,V  gale,   vis=.r:il_it:,-
good.     Six  ships   in  Convoy  dimly  visible.

5.              First  torpedo  hit  port  side  under  .bridc`e   liftir`c?
boat   out   of  water,   destroying   chart   hou.se   and   otr_er~dar-iafre,   si`,~.r~`
listed  sharply  to  port.     Second  tor.pedo   struck  port   I-orecast]e
head   I-±-miri.utes   later.     PTo   estimate   of  damage   lout   sF_ip   slipre:5
under  wit,bin  5  to  7  minutes  a.fter   first  torpedo  hit.     F'ive
minutes   before   attack   the   SS   PORT   NIclicJLSON,   approxinatel:.-10CC`'
yards   broad.   on   "CHEROKEEUS"   port   bow  was   stri3.ck   by   2   tor.r>edoes
on   the   star.board   side.      ''CI~:tJROKEE"   put   on   full  speed   ancl  hal.d.
rigtit  rudder.     Motors   were  not   stopped,   no  distress   si`r?nal  ser.t.
No  time   for  counter   offensive.     Vessel  car'ried   i-4"   gur_  a_f`t,
2-50  caliber  maohlne   `quns  aft,i  each  side  to
caliber  machine   `guns   eac,h  side   br:.Ldfr,e.     Confi

deck,    2-:3\:\
r`tial   codes   in

punched  steel  box  sank  with  ship.
4.               No  lifeboats   could  be   launched  because   of  list.

Seven   life  rafts   cut   loose,   some   survivor`s   `€rot   on   tr_ese,   others
clung_i:  tc)   wr.eckage,   other's   ran   doinrn   deck  8.r`_d   jumped   into   Trateri.
Of  the   latter'   some   clirmbed   on  rafts,   others   dl`owned.     There
were   169   crew  members,   and   passen€e,rs   including  ar'med   Lrr,uard.
For't,y-four   siJrvlvors   picked.  up   in   salt`!e   vicinity   June   16   by  ,CJ,LS
NORI.AGO   a`ncl   59   by   U.S.a.a-.C.   ESCANARA   and   landed   at,   frovirjr.,e-
town   and   =L?ostor}   respectively.     Eight3r-six   persons  missirF~F  arid
presumed   to  be   dead.     Rough  water  and  gale  hampered  resct]e
wor,k,

5.        `     Submarine   was   not   sighted.     Con.f`1ictin{:  reports
indicate   th.erte  may  have  been  more   than  one   suti.

6.                  'unen   t;he    ''POItT   1`(IC=((JrsoI``T"   was    struck   flar.es    were
released  which  rendered.  other'  vessels   in  convoy  better  targets.
rTo  useful   purpose   vjas   served   as   the   e3=Lilosions   on   the   "PORT
}TIC130IisoN"   were   observed   by  lookouts   on  all  shf.ps.     Survivors
also  state   that   ever`yone  around  Halifax  seemed   to  know  sail-
ing  dates  and  destinat,ions   of  all  ships   in  harbori.     Survivors
suggest   that   16-17  knot   vessel  should  not  have  been`  inclt]ded
ln   8.n  8  kriot   convr)y  as   slow  speed  made   it,   difficult   to
maneuver .
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