
22  July,   1943

129      S.S.    CHERRY  VALLEY

U.S.   Tanker,   built.1942;   10,172  gross  tons;   in  ballast.
Deperted  New  York  for  Aruba,   N.v,I;I.
Torpedoed  22   July,   1943;   0321   Erm$  25010  N.-68035  W.
Weather,   Clear;   sea,   o81m;  wind,   light  SE.
On  board,   793   saved,   79.
Vessell  salvaged.

Her  tanks  ballasted,   but  carrying  165.tons  of  Arny  cargo  in
her  formrd  hold,   a  vcr:y.  bright  moon  silhouetting  the  ship  in  spite
of  a  complete  blackout,   the   ClmRRT  VALLEY ms  struck  ty  a  torpedo
nearly  amidships , on  the  starbo'ard  side,  and  this  "s  folloued  immedi-
ately  ty  another  which'  struck  near  the  same  spot,   slightly  further
aft.     The  ship  listed  almost  at  once,   and  the  ®ngir.es  stopped  for
some  20  seconds,   then  resumed.     The  MJaster,    Captain  John  H.   P.os®,
ordered #1  starboard  tank  emptied  of  its  water  ballast,  which  restored
the  vessel.S  trim,   and  ho  attributes  his  suooess  in  bringing  the  tanker
into  port  under  her  own  power  in  large  mea§uro  to  the  ballasting  in-
8truotion8  di;tributed  ty  the  U.   S.   Coast  Guard  iD  a  ponphlet `for
tankers .

zagg;ing.     Lookouts  vere  inoreasea.   and  a-t  5i30.   two  Pore  torpedo  unkes
were  observed  to  starboard.     The  wheel  uns  put  hard  right  at  once.   and.
as  the  ship  6"ng  in  a  goo  arc.   one  torpedo  passed  about  20  fo.t  ah.ad
and  the`other  aat.rn.     the  submrine  mag  8i8.hted,   tlut  8ftibmerged  b.fore
the  guns  Could  tio  brought  to  boar  on  it.    Sevoru  shots  were  fired.
with  unknoun  ro8ult8,  but  one  shot  uns  soon  to  hit  in  the  unk®  left  ty
the  8ubnerging  Craft.

All  radio  equlpmont  had  been  disatlea  by  th.  blasts.    However.
at  6!30,   the  radio  operator ms  fimlly  able  to  send  a  distress  mossag..
which  "8  acknowl®d8ed  by  Norfolk,   Bermuda  and  S®D  Junn.

A  patrol  plane  Sighted  the  vessel  at)out  1|100  and  a  request
m8  roooived  tytlinkor  for  a  8urfaLce  Standby  escort  tiocaus.  of th.
prooarlou8  Condition  of  the  Ship.   hold  tog.thor  at  one  point  only  by
the  Sheer  gtrake.    A  anoh  oorvetto  pick.a  her  up  at  7.30  on the  morn-
ing  of  23  July.  and  o6oortod  her  into  San  Junn,  iith  h.r  ontir.  oror
and  arn®d  6unrd.   79  persons  ln  all.   8afo  and  `minjurod.

The  Stricken  ship  proceeded  at  3/4  speed  without  further  gig-
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