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cne copy ané ozalld of tune Tollowing:

/ reuort by Vice gonsul J.H. handoiph

5/ Lworn stateient by Gapt. Prederick L. Goacy
dated February 1lh, 1946 in onglis sh

2/ Lworn statenent by Cept. Frederick L., Coudy
cated . 19,0 in rrench

L./ HwoTrn ; ")
datec I

5/ sworn statenent LY slex:

jated rebruary lb, 19L6
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6/ oworn statewent by Walter a. Johnson
dated February 1L, 1946 in Lnglish

7/ sworn stateuent by ‘ialter A. Johnson
.gted February 1k, 1946 in French

g/ Lworn statement by Chief Steward Jose

Ldvincula dated rebruary 14, 1946 in

~nglish.

Original and ozalld to the Lepartnent
J.H. iLFLOLPH/gé
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Fabrikent to lenéd him his military duffle bag to get some
things off the ship. Later Fabrikan® sald that he had been
on the pier with Johneon on two separate occasions, February
¢ and February 13, but had not been on board the ship Februa-
ry 9., During the guestioning Johneson referred constantly

to Fabrikant as "my pal™ (mon copain), and Fabrikant did

not object. uestioning Fabrikant I referred to Johnson as
"your friend"; there was no objection. Although Fabrikant
claims that he ig involved only as lender of the duffle bag,
it was he that the Captein sew taking the duffle beag off

the ship filled with supplies., Fabrikent claimed that hLe was
scting then on behalf of Johnson. Fabrikant gave as his
reason for returning to the ship after depositing the duffle
bag 1o the automobile the fact that he had forgotten his
gloves in the Chief Steward's cabin. It was then thst Coady
chased him off the shipe. Fabrikent also said that he was
amazed when a guard ceme to. the Chief Steward's cabin with
the message thet the Capbuin wanted Johnson and Fabrikant

off the ship, for he had not realized that there was anything
{rregular in his boarding the ship. The Captain, however,
sald that when ordered off the ship Fabrikant had challenged
the Captain's authority, saying in effect %You can't order
me off; I'm of the French Army". He got off neverthelesso
Fubrikent's uniform was apparently his contribution to the
deal, and the reason he was selected to take the stufl off =
less likelihood of being challengeds

The Representative of the North African Shipping Agency
told me that his company would prosecute anyone whom the
Captain would certify as having taken etores off his shipe
The Representative was particulsrly anxious to have Johnson
prosecuted, who seems to be an old offender. However, the
Captain could certify only Feorikant as having been scen to
take ehip's provisions on shore. The Captain's sworn state=
ment properly eizned and executed was given the Representati-
ve of the North African Shipplng aAgencye .

Regarding Chief Steward advincule, it is my opinion that
in this instance he is guilty of trading with the ship's
provisions for personal profit. This opinion is based upon:

1/- The Testimony of Johnson, who had no apparent reason
to speak falsely against Advincula, and who, in faoct, appear-
ed to try to modify his testimony to Advincula's advantage
after Advincula‘'s arrivel by lowering the quantity of perfume
involved from 5000-francs-worth to 2500-francs-worth, and by
increasing the personal property element on Advincula's
side from one shirt to twoe

2/- The testimony of Fabrikant.

3/- The silence of Advincule before the Captaln's
questions on boards p

4/= The slow and reluctant recognition of Johnson and
Fabrikant by Advinculaj and their immediate recogunition -of
him. Advincule said at first that he had never seea Johnson
in his life, and later admitted serving him slices of roast
beef in his cabin the day before.
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Report on Pilferage of ¥ood sboard the 33 Chief Osoeola*
at the port of Algiers involving Chief Steward Jose
Advipcula -

The following is an account of Captain Frederick K.
Coady's troubles eboard hie ship the "Chief Osceola® while
lying at Alglers February 13, 1946, as told to me, which
account lead to my jinvestigation into the activities of
Chief Steward Jose Advinocule, suspected of trading ship's
food for perfume with a certeln Alexandre Fabrikant, who
wore the uniform of a Sub-Lieutenant of the French Army
and walter Johnson, negro French citizen, operating with

Fabrikante

A brief outline of the investigation follows, &and the
sworn statements of Captain Coady, Febrikant, Johnson, and
Advincula are appended to this report, the last pari of
whieh containes my opinion of the case.

On February 14, 1946, at aboutl 11:30 a.m., Ceptaln
Frederick E. Coady, whose ship the "Chief Osceola" was
in the port of aAlgilers, told me that food was belng taken
from hie ship without his knowledge or consent and contrary
to his orders; that he belleved Chief sSteward Jose Advincula,
Filipino, wes co-operating with those who were taking the
food offj that he was receiving ne co-operation from the
erew either in meintaining a strict guard over the vegsel
or in obtaining information as to the faotse of the cuse;
and that, even 1f he should learn who the culprits were e&ong
his erew, he knew of no satisfactory disciplinary measures
that he could take. Coady sald that to punish a member or
members of the crew for bad conduct is always resented by
the whole crew who, unitedly, show their discontent by more
or less refusing to attend to thelr duties on board.

Coedy t0ld me that Chief Stevard Jose Advincula abso-
lutely refused to disouss the diseppearance of food from
the ship, even after the Captain had been an eye-witness
to the transfer of ship's provisions to an automobile on
the dock made by & young man clad in & French military
uniform, later identified as Alexandre Fabrikent (see sworn
statement by Frederick E. Coady, Master of the S8S Chief
Ogceola, enclosed). The refusal by Advincula to reply to
his queations with even a "yes" or a "no", end the general
unwillingness to talk among the crew, made the Captain .
strongly suspect that the food was being sold or traded by
members of the crew; but the Captain wae uneble to place
responsibilities on anyone other than Chief Steward Advincula,
owing to lack of evidence. The Captain held Advincula
responsible not only because of his position on board as
Chief Steward but also because of evidence that he dealt with
hucksters who bosrded the ship to exchange perfume for ship's
supplies. This evidence conelsts in the tact thet vhen Coady
gaw Febrikant taking a duffle bag off the ship, and was on
his way to retrieve the duffle beg, he noticed a largs valise
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standing at the doorway of the Chief Steward?s cabine Upon
his return from the automobile, snd alter chasing Fabrikant
off the ehip, he waw Fubrikant put the same valisc in the
automobile, the engine of which was running, and drive
hurriedly off in espite of his call to stop. The valise
that had been standing at the door of the Chief Cteward's
cabin was gone and nowhere to be found,

Coady told me that he gave the duffle bag that had
been used to take off the provisions tc a French police
officer, and that Fabrikant's nawme &nd full military icen~-
tification was written on it. He also told wme that he
understood Fabrikunt had been accompanied on the ship Dy
one Johnson, a negro notorious for his unauthorized trading
with ships in porte.

Captain Coady hoped that Chiel Steward advincule would
talk if he were brought to the Consulate General for guest-
ioning, and thet he would dieclose the names of Other uem-
bers of the crew involved in tracing with chip's provicions,

Acconpenied by Coady, I went to the French police
station having jurisdiction over the pler at which the
“Chief Osceola” was dockede. The police had alrealy appre-
hended Febrikant asrnd Johneon. A representative of the North
African Shipping Agency was there, and he went to the shlp
to pick up Advincula and take himto the Consulate Geuneral
where we were all to meeto.Coady, Fabrikeat, Johnson, a
gendarme, and I arrived at the Consfulate Tirst. Before
Advinculs arrived Johnsor wae thoroughly yuestioned. Al
firet he said he had given advincula 5000 francs worth of
nerfume, for which he received one shirt, and some cheese,
butter, rice, and pepper. Later he revised thic statement,
estimating the value of the perfume at 2500 fruaes, and
incressing the number of shirts from onc to two. He did
*though after- not admit teking any meat, Johnson, Fabrikant and AGvincula
wards all agreed that Advincula had served them & little rosst
beef that wes eaten on the spot in Advincula's cabline

When Advincula arrived at the Consulate General, lumee
diately upon entry into the room I esked him whether he had eve
seen Johnson before. He sald that he had never seen him
before. Johneont, however, identified Advincula as the man
with whom he hsd beer trading on board the "“Chief Uscoole"
the day before. &dviacula then said that hco had seen a negro
on board the day before, and, rinelly, that he haa traded
shirte for perfume with Johnson himself, bubt thaet no foou was
involved othepr than a couple of slices of roast beel., Johnson
then said in broken English, that he belleved in telling the
truth and stuck to his statement that he had recelved cheese,
butter, rice, and pepper. Febrikent slso identificd Advincula
as the man who had given Johncon these suppliess

Advinculs showed no eigns of indignation when confront-
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.
ed with there statements that so directly contradicted his owne.

Fabrikant first of all stated that he did not know
Johneon &t &ll, that he had engaged a taxl to look for ean
epartment, that Johnson happened to be in the ssane taxi, and
that their firet stop was the pier, where Johnson asked

7 s & Mt
FabrliXalll eve




5/- The absolute silsnce anc laok of emotion muintalned
by advincula when his statement that there was no food invcl=-
ved in the perfume deal was flatly denied by Johnsole
6/- The Testimony of the Captain about the large vellisee
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to Febrikant and Advincula;
vincula; and advincula
hedgingo

In short, the Captain peinte
Fabrikant and Johnson point to Ad
defends himeelf only by silence and

Chief Stewerd jose Advincule bears the number w=3237530

John H. Randolph
Americen Vice gonsul

JuRandolph/et
Original and ozalid to Department




aAlgiers, February lb, 1946

1, Frederick E. Coady, Master of the 3.0 0S3CEOLA,
gweur that on February 13, 1946, about 12:30 poefle; I
saw sAlexandre Fabrikant take stores from ny ship lying
in the port of Algiers. ' :

He took a sack of food to an automobile parked on
the Mole Louis Biiliard. He then returned to the ship.
T went to the car and got thle gsack, took it to ny cabin,
and chased Fabrikant from the snip. I-gave the sack
upon which was written Fabrikant's nane and military
jdentification to the French poiice.

Freaerick L. Coady
lfagter

Subecribed ualiu swOrll
before me this 1lLth
day of February, 1946,
ut Algiers, Algerila.

Jonn i, Randolph
imerican Vice Consul
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slger le 1L Yevrier 1946

Je, l'recerick L. Coady, Capitaine du o.5. 05CHULA,
jure que le 13 Fevrier 1946 vers environ 1l2:30 je vis
Llexandre Fabrikunt enlever des provisions de mon
bateau amarre dans le port d'alger.

Il em»orta un sac ce provicions qu'il it dans
une automobile stationnent :lole Louils Billiard. Fuis 11
+evint sur le bateau. Je me rendis a 1'sutomobile, pris
le sac, l'eupcrtal dens mu cabine et renvoyul Fabrikant
du batesu. Je donnal le sac sur lequel etaient inscrits
les noms et matricule de Fubrikent a le police Francalse.

Frecerick w. Coaaqy
Capitaline
L

signe et jure
par devunt mol
ce 14 Ffevrier
1946 & slger
nlgerie.

John H. Landolph
smerican Vice Consul




Algiers, February li, 1946

Z; Alexandre Fabrikunt, swear that 1 boarded the
8.3, Osceola on February 13, 1946, about 12:15 p.m, to
look for ny friend Walter Johnson who had boarded the
vessel three-quarters of an hour previously. I found
him in the cabin of the Chief. Stewurd, Filipino, Jose
Advincula, and before Johnson and I left the cabin, I
saw Advincula give Johnson some butter and some boxes
which I suppesed to contain food. These were put into
& sack that Johnson had borrowed from ne.,

Alexandre Fabrikant

Subscribed and sworn
before me this 1l4th
day of February, 1946,
at aAlgierc, Algeria,

Jolin i, Randolph
American Vice Consul




Alger le 14 Fevrier 1946

Je, alexandre Fabrikant, jure que Jje mse rendls
a bord du S.S. Osceola le 13 Fevrier 1946 vers environ
12:15 a la recherche de mon ami Walter Johnson qui etait
monte a bord du bateau trois quart d'heure avant. Je le
trouval dans la cabine du laltre d'hotel, Filipino,Jose
sdvincula, et avant que Johnscn et moi-meme ne quittames
s cabine, je vis Advincula donner a Johnson un peu de
beurre et nuelques boltes que je supposais contenir des
provisions. Ces boites furent mises dans un sSac que
Johnson m'avait emprunte.

lexandre Fabrikant

signe et Jjure

par devant mol
ce 1. Fevrier

191‘}\) a8 xxlgéi‘r,

Algerie

John H. itandolph
imerican Vice Consul
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Algiers, February 1k, 1946

I, Walter A, Johnson, swear that on February 13,
1646, about 12:30 pom., I boarded the 3.3, Chief
Osceola, and traded 2500 francs worth of perfune
for 2 shirts, 8 pounds of cheese, 4 pounds of bubter,
2 boxes of rice, and some pepper. The Chief Steward
said he put a pound of pepper in the sack I was using
to carry these things., I made the trade with the
Chief Steward, ¥ilipino, Jose Advincula.

falter A, Johnson

Subscribed and .sworn
before me this 14th
day of February, 1946,
at Alglers, Algeria,.

sohn H, Randolph
American Vice Bonsul
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Alger le 14 revrier 19406

Je, Walter 4. Johnson, jure jue le 13 Fevrier
1946, & environ 12:30 me rendis a bord du 5.8, Chief
Osceola et echangeai 2500 francs ce parfum contre 2
chemises, environ 4 kilos de fronage, environ 2 kilos
de beurre, 2 boites de riz et un peu de poivre. Le

jeitre d'hotel dit gu'il metteit une livre environ de
nuLVLb dens le sac jue j'utilisais pour transporter
ces choses. Je Tis 1'echunge aveo le idaitre d'hotel
Fi 1 ipino, Jose LDVIICUiA.

“Waller a. Johnson

Signe et jure
par devant mol
ce 1l Fevrier

1946 a aAlger,

Ml erie.

John H. liandolph
american Vice Consul
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Algiers, February 14, 1946

I, Jose Advincula, Chief Steward of the .3, Osceola
sgw Walter Johnson on Pebzuury 13, 1946, about noon on
the G.9. Osceola when he entered my room with a box

board ¢ Dotlo

of perfume. He asked me 1f I vanted to buy sone., I
replied that I had no moiey, but offered him two shirts,

my personal property. :is accepnted, uhd I took the perfune,

I have secn no food leave the sLip witile docked ut
Algiers up to now (February 1k, 1:00 p.nm .). However,
about 2:00 a.re February 10 cn returning from shore leave
accompanied by the Second Cook, I saw evidence that sone-
sne had entered my roonm tihrough the porthole I found
the kevs Lo all the ship's stores lying on ny bed inste=d
of in‘'a pocket of a puir of trousers whele T had left tnenm,
First I checked ny personal belongings and saw that none
were nissing. I went to tie linen lockur and suw nothihg
missing. Then I went to bed without checking the food.
Next morning the Chief Cook told me that three hams were
missing., The Chief Cook later Tound one of the hams in
the alleyway. Tlere was no evidence that the lce box had
been forced.

mherc are two sets of keys, and I allowed one set of
kevs to hang in the Gealley at (u.L times, I do not know
who had custody of the duplicate set of keys at nighte

After this robbery the ,upL~~n ordered both scts of
keys to be delivered to him early in the evening so that
he would have custody of tiem during tie night. The Galleynan
froi the: on collected the keys in the morning ¢gave ne one
set, and the duplicate set was iiooked on the wall in the
Gelley during the dayo

Jose advincula
Cliief Steward

Subseribed and sworn to before ne
this 14th day of February, 1946,
at alglers, Algeria.

db hn i, Fandcl ‘l.
American Vice Consu-x




