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14 Navanher » 1944
Tos U. 8, ingineers, U, 5. immy, Galveston, Texus

’

Vis: 7, Cem gt Guird Croup, Corpus Chrieti, Teoxas
Subj: "1l Pollution, Hsrbor Ilsland, Vexas; report of.

In eyrpliance with Distriet Const Guerd Officer, iighth Naval Listriet
lether, 11 Qotober, 1943, rile 661-66814, tho (o lowing report of subjset
oil pollutim is submitced;

(1) 9n the afternosn of 7 November, 1944, two oil sp:1ls oocurred
abhoard the Tanker Ol 1LB4F, moored st Humble Pipe Line vampsny .ok Ko« &,
Harhor islend, Texns, a8 a result of uanks over lowinz., the firat, wrich
agcouresd at noon, 114 not esuse pollution, The seccnd ocourred nt approxi-
mately 1810 sad an estimeted five (5) barrels flowed in% tae hearbor. inis
gpill woz investigated by Lisutensnt Joseph €, Gemila, USCGR, whose report,
opether with the sta.ements of Willimm K. Bpitton, B.li,Jo, USCGK, Yed W,
Belf, dr., Spe.le (PS), USCOER, Charles L. lewellyn, des. 3o, USCa, Ny, BHinsom
Jwen, snd Ne, T. 3. Till, both emplaoyees of Humble Pipe Lins Compeny, are

inolosed horswith.

(3) M1 swaplos wore taken at the Bime and wre in the posssssion of
this affice,

{8) The ~anker CUILEAK is owned by Paco Tankers, address unkmewn, and
her ageut is 0, C, Yomhle, 4114 lluey Streset, Houston, lexus., .

Re T+ FUILEY

. B
Ry direaetion,

Inal:

1. Fepart of 1%, Uomila
2. Statement of NUritton
3, Gtatement of Helf

4. Statenent of Lewellyn
8, Statenent of Mr. Owen
€, Statement of Nr. D411

CCy U, 8, Attorney
EOMRDANT, U, 8. COAST GUARD
poee, e




Port Aransas, Texas
COTP Deteil
Files 6614

‘lﬂ November, lmA
Tos Captain d’ tu‘!or‘. Corpus Christi, Texzs

Subjt 041 spillage on tenker ACHILBAR®; Report of.

1. On 7 Novesber, 1944 at 1230 William R. Britton, Jr. B.M.le., re-
ported to me that a spillage had occured on the tanker "Chilbar®, docked

at Harbor Island, Texas. Approximstely five barrels spilled on the deck

and was being cleaned up. No oil went over-board. .

24 At 1715 Britton reported to me that another spillage had occured
on the "Chilbar®, He stated that approximately five barrels of oil had

gone over-board. I Shemrdnwbrubted-Beitton thet he and Theodore ¥. Helf,
Jre, Sp.le., were to accompany me to Harbor Island to make an inspectiom.

3 On arriving at the "Chilbar® I proceeded to the Chief mate and
began guestioning him about the spill. The chief mate, Jomn M. Crandell,
said that there was not sny oil thai went overboard. Lewelly was then
ordered to take a sample of the water along side the ship and one of the
oil that was on the deck. This sampling was witnessed by Britton, Helf
and Myself, After completing the sampling, I questioned Crandell as to
why he had told Lewellyn to get off his ship and stay off. He in tum re-
plied that Lewellyn had gotten "smapt® with him and if I didn't believe it
there were five men on deck that heard him. He then c¢alled the chief en-
gineer and the boatewasin, asking both whet Lewellyn had said. These two
men would not make a statement, saying that they wers busy and were not
paying any attention to what was going on between he and Lewellyn.
Crandell then told me that he was busy loading the ship and did not have
time to argue with me. Orendell then told me I did not have any right com-
ing on his ship and trying to tell him how to run it, that I was Just e
Lisutenant and he was & Lieutenant Commander. I questioned him sbout his
being & Lieutenant Commander as he had "ecivilian clothes® on. He did not
have any credentials on his person to prove his statement.

he Crendell wae instructed not to sail until I gave him permission
as I had to meke a report to the Marine Inspector in Cornus Christi, Texzs.

5e On leaving the ship, it was called to my attention by Eritton
that the plimsoll mark on the "port 8ide® of the ship was very dim and al-
most ilisgible. The inspection party boerded the picket boat &nd went to
the "starboard® side of the ship. The plimsoll makk on this side was com-
pletely illegible as it was covered with oil thst had run down the side at

some prior time.
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Port Aransas, Texas

File: 6614
Subje 0il spillage on tanker ®CHILBAR™; report of. (CONTINUED),
6. The inspection party then returned to the Port Aransas Station,

and T immediately called the Marine Inspection Office and reported the in-
cident. Withe Marine Inspectors being out of the office, I then talked
with Lieut. R. T. Pinley, Executive Officer to the Czptain of the Port; vho
sald he would try and locate the Marine Inspectors. Not receiving any in-
formation sbout the Marine Inspesctors, I went back to the "Chilbar® at 1600
and gave the Mastar per-ission to sai. The ship was still loading at this
time and was not held up in sany way. I then returned to the Port Aransas

Station.

G oo

/J. C. GOMILA, Lieut.-USCGR




_ Port, Araness, Texis
CuT¥ Betail 9 Rovember, 1944

TO WHe 1T kaY CONCEEN,

The fellowing statement of oi) spillage on tanksr “Chilber® {3 made by
Fillien By Britten, Jdr., B.ki.le.t

On 7 Hovember, 1944 Theodors ¥, Eelf, Jr. $p.lc., repovted to ze after
returniag fros Hwhle Pipe-line €o., doek #2 locited at Barbor Ieland, Twxs -,
whera he had mede an inapection on the *Chilber™ which sks coeked there,
thet there was & 22il. of 2> roxirstely five berréle of ofl an the deak.

I imuediately notified Lisube Ju O Gomila of bhis hascening.

At 1310 Levellyn, Gharles L., Sea. lo., reported %o Lhe office thet snother
spill hed otcured but this tine an roximately five berrels hed pane overe
board. I lmredistaly notiffed Lt. Oouila and he recussted that Helf snd I
scaompany hiu to Harbor Islend, Texes,

n arriving st the "Chilbar® ss procesded to the exief mate snd Li. Comila
beran cmeetioning his sbout the spill. The chief mate wald Lhat there was
not sy oil that went overboard. Lewelly wis then ordessd to Lake a sownle
of the water along side the shin 2ad 2lss ane of $he ol thst wse on the
decks Tte Oomils, Self and I witnessed the semole teking.

Thile wilnasslng the sample taking, T noticed 4+hat the nlimsall merks on

the port nide of the shid wers very dim, ond Hlwost 11legzidle. %e then
bosrded the pleket boat and rent to the star-board side of the ahiip ¢t~ check
that plicsoll marke Tt weo comnletoly i1llegible Yecause of oll that had
Reen splilled overbosrd ab some prior time. The inspection party then ree

turned to the Port Aransas Btation.

The shove stalenent 15 & trus snd correct statement of events that heooemad
during the inspeetion tour to Hurbor Island, Towae on 7 Novesher, 1844 to
the beet of my lnowledge snd memory.




Part Arensas, Texss
LOTY Detal: 4 Hoyesber, %)

5 KRN IT LAY CORCERR:

The folioming stateasnt is pede by HELF, Tod W, , dres pelite; Pl on
duty from 1200=3180C an 7 Hovenbar, Le4ds

i went on duty at 1300 m 7 dovembor, 1744=et L7100 { wrde an insesction
on the "Chilbar® snd fownd that there had Just deuen & soill of sbout five
barrele of ail en the decik. Hone of the oil went overbousrd, I festrectod
the ctlel metes vhe wap on duty at the tine to have the oil vicked up and
e decks aloaned,

O 1m5ng the ézek I noticed thet the 'ines on the shin wers very uack
snd L gave orders Lo Lewoellyn she wes or duty &t the ti:*‘e, t'* cull the g
sttention to this gomdition. 1 aleo notiead Shat the plinscll mapk on :.%;«s-v
porteglie of the ship was cownletoly obillercted and the plimeell meyk om
the slor-besnd alde wez very 4l

dm retuming to the Captalh of the Dot Letall Barracks, I reparted the
soilliage to Britteon who in turn reparted it te Ligut. Oomils.

Inlend, Toxss to report that thers
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Ferk Arenpne, Tewss
4 ¢ Hovember, 1944
GOTP Detall '

TO WA TY MAY CONCERN:

On 7 Novembar, 1544 ot 1200, X (Chates 1, Lowsllyn = 277<i43 ,
went on (“J“y 3t Wurble Docks - Murine 4"!""' T"" ®e Tu e Haldh Jis €5
<

potahcani ad me over to duke Ly Thsyection, Thevs wiw & 8ol llage ot 1300
on thnker SCHIYHR™ WY the 411 raradndd o dhe sniz, Hell mesnwhile
me instryctions to have the mate on dnty take wp on the lines of the shin.
In eutrylng wdt ty Srders T4 Sath Inforbdd i Yt he wu s Tonlling and

Cpunndng nfe whin and for be o R oFT TEnd ey of7,

it 1300 there wes snother spillazge on the “"Chilbar¥. [ wes checking ancther
ahin % the tiue Wt woe 1*%‘ “{“’ by an Humble-emsloyes, I

$n the *Chither® and with the eld o
hpproxtastaly five af aix Parrels a
npl dalomusd e Lhat the sptllage w
oig bk #aethe m.rw**-mv of Ahe 2Chiltbhar”. " L Jomadisbeiy Qal
Gaptalh »f the Port Dete il Siflca 990 meported Yhe hapnenings.
Dot lng Bl Hym and e L e do malkes am inspostion no tall to i
in sharge and orer panhars on bosrd sevisting with the losding.

Wi

Sapslys of -a-:-”:. siddlege ond oll ‘on the dedk wave Lakwn. o This wus wtnennnd
Wor Tty Ciduond Ly F!‘"it‘rm A'?i Hallfe '

*
all went ‘evir-boinrd.
an not ihe fanlt of the
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Port Aransas, Texas
9 November, 1944

COTP Detail

Ihe following statement was made by Ransome Cwens - amployee tror the Humble
Pipe-line Co., Harbor Islani, Texas:

T went on duty st 9415 A.M. to start loading on the tanker "Chilbar"., I
hed instructions from the chief mate to pump with a lerge pump (10,000 Bbls,
per hour) and e smell pump (5,000 Bbls. per hour),

At 11:55 AM. I saw the oil gush out of the gauge hatch. T immedistely
closed the valve on the dock ani had the watchmen call the pump house to
have the pumps shut-down. #bout ten barrels of ocil spilled onthe déak. No
spillage over-hoard.

At 12:10 p.ms I saw the Coast Guard boat come along-side of the ship and one of
the members called to the Coast guardsman on duty to have the mate on the
"Chilbar™ teke the "slack out of the lines”. When the mates attentim wes called
to this matter I heard him tell the Coast Guardsmen thet "he would tighten them
when he got demn good and r=zady” and for him to "get the hell off his ship and
stay off", The lines were however tightened when the mate saw the Coast Guardsman
proceed to the telephone to notify the o{fice of this matter,

I was relieved for lunch by ¥, B, Dill but upon returning about 1:05 P.M, I saw
that there had been another spillage. Approximately five barrels went over-beard,

/s/ RANSQME OWENS
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