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UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUAFiD

New  Orleans,  Louisiana.

21  november,  1941.
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Sffig::;tu?uns:dc3:::C8=r=8hth Nawh  District.       #Oy £5 /g47

Via:                  Cozrmandat,  ELghth  Naval  I)istrict.

Subject:           Investigation  of  fire  on American  S.S.  CHIPANA.

Incloqure:       (A)  .Report  of  JOENSON,  Roland  G.   (105-452)  C.B.H.,
dated  21  November,  1941.

(a)  Photogram  of  sut]ject  vessch.

`:`: I   ::i :;;j`;I:3N|8REi`:Rge

1.         The  inclosunBs  are  fozwarded herewith  for the  information
Of  H,eadquaters.

/4/fa.'------,
First Endorsenent

Proms
To:

---------
Itev  Urleans,  La. ,
25  November  1941.

The  Corma,ndant,  EIGH"  Naval  District.
The  Cormndant,  U.  S.  Coast,  Gua.rd.

1.                 Forwarded.

T.   A.   TH0usoN,   Jr.,
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UN`lTED  'STATES  C6`Ast`GUAF3D.     I  i:-

New  Orleans,  I,ouisiana.

21  Novcher,1941.

nrvESTIGATIon  Or  FIRE  DlscovERED  Ow  THE  ARERICEN  s.s.   cHlpARA,   ON
sO  NOVHffiER,   1941®

S.S.  CHIPENA  -Official  No.  219833

8::r:a.itG=¥:WL::#; ¥6:iaere )
Built - ifebile,  Alabam;    1920.
I.ength  -320';    breadth  -46.2W.
Gross  tennag®  -3,280;    net  -1,997.
Call.  letters  -  HVAD.

At  about  lo:cO  aln.,  20  November,1941,  received  telephone  cchl
frau duty officer,  U.  S.  Coast  Guard,  Ct®tom House,  New Orlea,us,  Louisiarm,
advising that  lieutenant  Comander  Fermandez,  U.  S.  Navy,  had  called  and
requested that  I  be infomed that  a  fire ha,a been  discovered on the  CHIRARA,
then roored at the foot of ifeshington Street,  Now Orleans,  fouisiena.    medi-
atchy proceeded to that point and upon  arrival found two  city Fire Depa,rfuerfe
tl'ucts  at the  scene and "a.a  achrised  that the  fire  had been  e]d>ingui8hed.

Inquiries  regarding the fire revealed that  at  about  9=15 a.Bi.,  20
Novenbear,  after the hatch  cover  had been  placed ln  position and when the
ta,rpa,ul±n wa,s  being  streched across  the hatch,  smoke  Was  noticed  coming
from the hold  below which  contained various  canned goods  in  cautons  and
bales  Of  apttons  that  several lots  of the  canned goods were reroved and.
it was  found  that the  smoke was  coming  from three  bales  of  cotton;  the
fire Was  extinguished  and  the  bales  of  cotton  plaLced  on  deck..   It  was
leaned  that  the  Gulf  EhgLneering Company,  Inc.,  916  Peters  Street,
Now orleans,  I,ouisiana,  Telephone  -RA-13]|,  had,  at  about  8:cO  aLun.,  on
20 Novenber,  1941,  performed repairs,  involving welding,  to  a.  Stanchion

:angcg}:in::eth¥:£g:c:funt::.Ve:£g:ogk::Cgyg:a:tofa3:::£eis:gter
three  bolts througi  the deck into the hold.    This  socket  is used to  secure

:::£Sf=g::an¥£::n¥°n(T¥epLso::£e:nfsh::call:tt:rt£:d:¥k?:8hT:eh3::k:tthe
this point  is  const,ructed of very thin stech.    Contacted the  Gulf  Engineering
Conpany and verified  the fact that  this  company had performed  the welding  as
8teted,

lfade an inspection of the hold Of  this  vessel  and  f cund that the bales
of  cotton were  stored in an upright  position with the  ends  very close  to  the
deck,  directly beneat,h  the above-mentioned  socket  where  the melding had been
pez`fomed.    It  was  also  noted that the paint  at this  point  had been  burned
frau the  wchdinif-..`op.mtions,  which  caused  t,he  hot  paint  fran  beneath  the  deck
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was  kept  ruing over  the  deck.while  the velding operations were in progress,
but  inasmuch  as  the paint  on  the  underside  of  the  deck was  scbrched,  the  fact
is  revealed tha,t  sufl-icierfu heat  penetrated the  deck to  result  in  the hot  paint
falling or3. the  cotton resulting in the  fire®

All indications are  that  the fire res  accidental and it  is ny opinion
that no attempt  at  sabotage iras  invdlved.

This  case  has  been refeFTed  to the  liocal  Inspectors,  Depa,rtrent  Of
Comerce,  and  a  copy of this  rq3ord win  be furr±shed that  oi'flce.

The  CHIPANA  depa,rted  Nemr  Orleans  at  4:sO  p.in. ,  November  20,  1941,  for
Chile  and other  South American pord§,  rdth  700  bales  of  cotton,  9  drums  Of
pine oil,  305  drms  of lubricating oil,  900  dn]ms  of gasoline  and general
Cargo.

'                `.    : ,...,  :.,,:...`.,.

a.B.H.j  Y,. S .  Coast  Guard.

Inc]osur`B  - Photograph  of  stoject vessel.
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