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From! Pietriet Intelllisence Officer, 3NV
To: Dipsctor of Naval Intelligence
Subject: 58 ORURUBUS00 (US) « Delfective repalra to oil

heater at Aruba, N.0.1., and damage and delay

to veasel, '

Inelogures:- {A} Conf, momo, 1l Sopvember 1044
(B) Lte (Jg) N By Dollhelm, USCOR Conf, memo
to (mt‘u:&’f;..g unda ted
() Chief Encineer's statouent of damapge to
steam lines and dralns caused by contamination
of Muel oll, undated

le The 82 CHURUBUSCO 1s owned by the United States
Maritime Comnlsoion and operated by the Texas Company. During
& boarding of the vessel at Now York on 1l August 1044, Ine-
formamtion was recelved dlgoelosing that as & result of Jdasaze
te & tubular oll heater while undergoing cleaning ashore at
Arudba, vessel was delayed for a period of approximadely seventoen
days with a valuable carse of aviatlon gascline, 4s the Chief
insinesr felt very stroncly that there was & poealbllity that
the danase to the heater may have boen caused Intentionally,
and as 1t was clafimed that & report of the incident Ly the Coast
tuard at Aruba was ordered deastroyed, inclosure (A) L8 forwarded
herewlth for such action as may be consldered appropriate,

Be Althoush en evaluation of the sources of the ine
formation would indloate that all three men interviewed wore
intelligent and reliable in thelr respective flelds, the varied
nature of the Inforsation glven Ly such that 1t could not be
evaluated here.

Se war Shipplng Adninistration, New York, has been
made cornlizant of information contaln iy Inclomure {(A).

(l/)(' M
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JEMOTA N UM
SUBJEGT: S5 CHURUBUSCO (US) « Defeotive repalrs to oil
heater at Aruba, N.W.l., and damase and delay
to vessel.
1, This report is dased upon interviews with 2. U.

Yedersen, Haster, Raymond J, Collins, Chief Ingineer, and I.t,
(Jg) As ils Howell, USHR, Ounnery Officer. Inasmuch ss Ohief
Ingineer Collins was most particulzrly concerned in the
incldent, his facts were presented w!th the strongest feeling.

24 On 1€ July 1944 the day after vessel arrived at
Apuba from the Unlted Kingdom, the paracoil tubular oll heater,
which requlred cleaning but was otherwlse in sound condition,
was delivered to the Murine Tepartment of the lazo 011 & Trange
port Co., Ltde, Aruba (mald to be s subsidiary of the Standard
0il Company of Hew Jsrsey) and wes taken ashore for cleanin:.
The unlt was returned to the vessel's eniine room the Iollowing
day and put into operation. 011 was soon notliced Iin the
inspection tanik, and i1t was realiged that something was wron:.
It was discovered that one of the pipes of tLhe heater in the
second line in a cluster hisd been damaged, the damaze consisting
of & hole in the pipe about 1-1/2" long end 9/16" wide. 4Ax a
result, the steam llnes and dralns were contaminated by fuel oll,
Ihe oll heater was aguin sent ashore to the Lazo Company in order
that a new plpe could be installed, and was returned to the ship
tvo or three days later. As & result of the contamination of
the steam lines and drains, which resulted from a hole in the
pPipe of the oll heater, the vessel was delayed at Aruba for
approximatoly seventeen daya, which time was required in order
to clean the lines and make the vessel it $o nroceed to noa,
The Chief Lnglneer asserted that, I the dusapze Lo the heuiey
had not been dlscovered untll after the vessel had put to son,
an extresmoly serlous situation would have resulted az, in his
opinion, the sontaminatlion of the lines, which would have re-
sulted, could not be cloanad at sea, which would mesn that the
vessel would be unable to return to port under her own POWOTr,

Se The Chlel incineer reported Lhat in e conversation
with & Mr. Nobertacn (spelling?), Asslstant Pert Engineer for the
Lago Company, 1t was learned that the pipes and heater were
cleaned with & solution ané that a heatins torch had been anslled
to the cleanin; fluid on the plpes in order to burn off the
carbon and sludge whilcel had acoumulated, A weldin: torsh was

(Page 1 of incl, (A) of LIO=3 Conf, 1ltr, X-058688/Pef, 11 Sep 44)
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ased for this purpose. Accordlng to the Chief inglneer, it

was nod necessary to use J flane to clean the plpes. Ie
stated that lobertson had first denied that the hele was

gsused by burning, but, altver Hobertson made 8 faprther inguiry
and talzed to the man who had done the cleaning, !t was dlsw-
coveres that a toreh had been used. According to the Chiel
incineer, en exsmination of the hole in the plpe clearly
dlsslosed, in his opinion, that a cubtlng toreh rather than a
wolding toreh had been used and appllec to one spot for as

long 88 thirty seconds in order to burn the hole. He stated
that he endeavoréd, unsuccessimlly, te ascortaln ihe nuaue of
the emplovee wio bad done the worig, The Chlel incineer was
told by & foreman (name unimown) of the Luzo Tompany that the
man who did the work had besn a subforeman and had haen damoted
to mechanic. The Chlef ingineer sald he eould think of no
pxplanation for the use of & eutiling torsh unless 1t had been
Aone mallolously, e suggested Lhe possibility that the damarze
micht have beon caused from aplite In view of the fact timt the
worier hed been demoted sometlmes prior to the inelident,

e shen Lhe vessel arrived at New York on 10 iugust
1944, Mr, Hooks, Asslstant Superinten ant of Construction and
Repa.rs of the Texas Jompany, opsrators of thls ghip, came
aboard and inforsed the Chlal Inginser that the Texas Tompany
had reselved a cable Irom the Lago people at Aruba stating
that tho tube in the oll heater had burst., It was not lmown
19 a subsequent report had been sent by tiwe lago people to the
Texue Company stating that the tube had not burst but thal the
hole had been burned in the tube, The Chlel Inginear, however,
wa: under the impresaton that no such subseguent cable had been
sent as “r. looks appoared to exy ess surprise that the hole
had been caussd by burninc, and, upon axaminine the plne on
board ship, agreed with the Chlef .nzlneer that the hole pgave
olsar evidencs of resulting from burning rather than bursting,.

De A report of the lneldent was prapared at Arubs
by Lbe (gg) He Be Uellheim, ULCOH, addressed to the Commandant,
A copy of thls report is attached hereto as Iinglosure ("),

€. . The Cunnery Offleer, Lt. (Jg) A. [, lNowell, USER,
stated that he dlscussed the matter with Li. (Jg) Dellhelm
Dellhels told the Cunnery Officer that Jomdr, 7e 1. Shaw, USHR,

called him up and informed him that he had destroyed the report
and instructed him to destroy his copy of the repori, Ascording
to the Chilef Lngineer, Cosdr, Shaw was formerly & ship captalin
tn the wploy of the Standard 011 Jompany of ligw Jerdey, sald to
be in the perent company of the Lago Company.

s The Chief Insineer admitted that Tellheim's report,
whileh was the result of an interview by Dellhisim with him, was
misleading in that the reference to the cutting off of one end of
the pipe and the reference to the werench marks on the pipe might

(Paze 2 of Bnels (A) of DIOB Conls 1tr. X-005668/85, 11 lop 44)
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have created ilio Ilmpresslon that sone sipgnillcance should be
attached to these lacte. The Chlef Englneor polnted out that
the end of the pipe wus cut off and the wrench maris were
saused alter the hole had been Lurned In the pipe by the
subtin: torei, and the sawing ol the pipe was a porlectly
legltinute operation in connectlion with supplyin: and fitting
& new plpe in placo of the duzaped one, Aslds Tron thils
implication Uellhein's report was sald te be correct.

" ‘ A g o gasememane e & -
(Page 3 of Enels (A) of [I0-3 Confs lirs X-005060/0«8, 11 “ep 44)
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______/ U.3.Coast Guard Detail
CONFIDENTIAL

To: Commandant

Via: Commanding Officer, American Naval Force, ARUBA
U.S, Coast Guard Representative, CAFAC
District Coast Guard Officer, 1lOth Naval Distriect

Subj: S8/S CHURUBUSCO: Inoident Aboard.

1. While subjeoct vessel was in San Nicholas 1t was
necessary to send a "Paracoil Tubular 0il Heater" unit
ashore for ocleaning. The unit was removed from the ship
under the direction of COLLINS, Raymond J. Lic.No. 198128.
the Chief Engineer. -

2. When the unit was returned to the vessel, it was
replaced in the heater and found to have been tampered with.

An examination revealed that a pipe (seamless steel) had been out
with a torch, The hole was 613 inches from the end, 13 inches
long and 3/4 inch wide. A tube to be effective in the unit

must not be less than 80 inches long. The tube showing the hole
had been cut with a sww and is oanly 76 inches longs There

are also visible vice or wrenoch marks, on the pipe.

3e The damaged pipe was in the second line in a cluster,
and the Chief Engineer stated that it could not have been reached
unless withdrawn. In order for the pipe to be properly seated
in the unit, the end would have to be expanded. The sawed

pipe was not expanded and hence could not have been properly

seated in the unit.

be The Chief Engineer stated that he was told that the
cleaning was done by soaking the unit in kerosene and then
epplying fire. On other occasions the unit had been ocleaned
by soaking in a chemical solution. The Chief Ingineer also
stated that no toreh should have been used on the unit except
with the intention to do harm and that the tube could not have
been out without withdrawing it from the cluster, and that

the rupture would have shown on a test.

56 The unit was delivered to the Marine Department of the
Lago 0il & Transport Co., Ltd., on Sunday, 16 July 1944 for
ocleaning. It was returned to the vessel on 18 July 1944«

6. The Intelligence Field Unit has been advised and
this information is forwarded for whatever action 1s deemed

necessary.

R.B. DELLHEIM, Lt.(jg)
U.5.Coast Guard Reserve

(ENCL. B TO DIO=-3ND CONF.LTR., X-055668/B-5, 11 September 1944)
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