
13  ELroh,   1943

116     S.S.   CITIES   SERVIC,E  IflssouRI

U.S.  Tanker;   built.1920;   7,612  gross  tons;   in  tlallagt.

EEL.Grid::dN:gL:::h.f°;9f3.uhack5g.`RE;.7±843:#?:¥ioio.n.
W®ath®r,   Clear;   sea,   moderate;  wind,   moderato  RE.
On  t]oard,   54;   Saved,   52.
Ve8selS  total  loss.

This  tanker  was  in #23  position,   in  the  rear  of the  second  column
of  the  Convoy,  wh®n  the  first  torpedo  crashed  into  the  stem  on  the  star-
board  side,   the  o]cplosion  smashing  the  Compass,   and  damging  bridge  and
wheelhouse.     The  machinery  uns  uninjured,   however,   and  by  shifting  the
inter  ballast,   the  captain was  able  to  get  the  ship  on an  even  keel  again.
At  0610,   another  torpedo  struck  on  the  port  qual.tor  and  ®]cploded  with
terrlfio  force,   tllowing  the  engine  room  to  pi®oe8.     The  sub  surfaoed
about  1200.yards  any,   and  the  armed  guard  opened  fire,   but  the  vessel
was  going  dowi  rapidly,   and  the  hester  gave  the  order  to  abandoa  ship,
which  uns  oarriod  out  in  an  orderly  manner  in  thr®®  lifeboats  and  one
raft;.     All  haDds  got  Safely  avray.   but  the  boatsunin ira8  drouned  when
his  grasp  Slipped  on  the  lifeline  thrown  him  by  the  rescue  ship,   the
USS  BIDm,a,   and  one  crew  member  died  on  that  vessel,   of wounds  and  burns
suffered  whom  tbo  second  torpedo  exploded.

At  0747,   the  vessel  went  dom,   8tern` first,   her  bow  straight  up
in  the  air  for  a  moriont  b®for®  the  final  plung..
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