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No. 897 dabana, September 3, 1942
ATR MATL '

Bubjest: With wefershse to tho omae
e? the B. /3. C-LAFEE
' ' C ColLABEE

The Honoreble
The Secretary of Suste,
washingtoa, D. C.

e

Reforing to despatch No. 886 of August 71 and
previcus corrsspondence ooncerning the QULADIE cape,
T have the honor to enclose, with the request that 1t
be forsarded to %ar Shipping Admimietration, a Oommuni-
sation znd memorandum annsred thereto orepared by Er.
Pearsall, Hanaeger for the Garibbean Area of War Shipping
Aministration, regarding further dsvelopnenis in e
gptter. It will be moted that Comodorm Argucllee,
Shief of Staff of the Cuban lavy, disoussed ths case
yesterday witn ir. Pearsall and Or. Piguereds, and that
Jomodore Argusilies hoves o be zble to formulate big
resomnsndations at 2 very 2arly dats. oy

fespeotfully yours,
For the /nbasteador’

. miis O. Erigge
Gaunselor of Fpmbrosy
meiosursss

1. Commmication from Mr. Fenyeall
2. Vemoranfum frow Dr. Figweredo
File No. S85.7 i
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Lnelosure No. 1 to Diepatch Toe €97

4

of Sep

Tos

Froms

Subject:

tamber 3, 1942, irom the Embossy at Febana

Habens, September 3, 1942.

E:, Chalmers Graham,
dmiralty Counsel,

maf Shipping Aqminietration,
gshington, De Ce

C. B. Co Peaarsall,
lisnager Cariblbean Area,
Snipping hdministration,

ans, Cuba.

o "f.:;

S. 5., COLABEE Cacse

Attached plesse find a memorandum submit-

ted by Dr. Carlos Fipueredo, following a neeting

with Coriodoro Arguelles at which 1 was present

vesterdaye.

Although we spent a pleasant three quar-

ters of an hour, the memorandum reiflects the gist

of what happened.

Co I’ly. o CL Pearsall

To Department in original and hactographe.




Enclosure o, 2 to Dispatch No. 97 of
September 3, 1942, from the Embassy at Hebana

TR AW W o DY

COFX,

September 2, 1942.
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This morning Lir, C. U, C. Pearsell and I had
an interview with Comodoro J. Arguelles, in connectilon
with the 5. S COLABLE case.,

Our discussion with Comodoro Arguelles had
been delaved waiting for the issuance of a decree
placing in his hands the full authority under the Cuban
Navy to handle all matiers relating to shipwrecks, sal-
veging, etc. This decree wes issued on Augusit 26, 1942,

Among other things, the decree provides and
brings under the jurisdiction of the Nevy all matters
pertainine to wartime traffle, accidents, and transfers
these suthorizahions from the forner departments of the
Government handling thems namely, the Cepteins of ports,
Directors of Customs and the Treasury Departcent. The
deeree suspends, for the duration of the war, all rightis
to claim eny reward under salvage to salvors of vessels
and provides that compensation should only amount to the
value of the work actuslly done and sctual reasonable
expenses involved.

It 1s my opinion that the decree 1s broed enough
to permit Comodoro Arguelles to settle the mattier perscne
ally between the owners and crew of the ORILITE, in con-
nection with the COLADEL case.

Conodore Arpguelles very definitely stated that
he is ready to consider the case promptly as arbitrator
and will not consider sny unrezsonable demands.

I+ was agreed that early next week I would
present the details of the case To him and he instructed
me to go over the matier carefully with Comandante
Villageliu, so thzt he (Comodoro Arguelles) may arrive
at his final decision.

Comodoro Arguelles apologized for the delays co-
ineident to the consideration of this matter and indicated
that same had been chiefly caused bty the recent political
erisis in the Governnment and assured us thet he would
give us every consideration in an endeavor to bring the
matter tc a speedy conclusion.

I

shall keep you fully informed upon each and
every step in the

further developm:nt of this cese.

(signed) Garlos Figuerede




