ATR NAIL

No. 866 Habana, .auguet 31, 1942

¢ faon: reporting Cuban Governnent
geing olaeims of this character and
o/ vor thelr disposition by the Chie?
of the Cuban Navy or the liinister of

Subject:

The Honeorsble '
The Sesretary of State,
1 zghingten.

ir:

(4

Referring to despaten No. 772 of Aungust 20, 1942
and previous gorrespondencs soncerning the Colabee case,
T have the nhonor to repoert the promulgation Of an ex=
tremely helpful deoree by uhe cuban Government (No. 2348
appearing ia the officiai Gazette of August 26, 1942),
which should mwake possible an egquitable solutiom of ths
matter by Commodore arguellea, at whose instance the
measure wer adopted. Copy ond transletion are enclosed,

Wr. W. S. Loudermilk, Agent of the War Shilpplng Ade
ministretion in Habane, informs me thet Dr. Carlos

Figueredo,




Figuerado, in whose hends iir. Chalmers Graham, Ad-
miralty Counsel of ths ier Shipping Administration,
left the msiter followlng his visit to licbans last
Juns, will shortly get in touch with Comiodors Are
guelles in the hopes of setiling the olsaim with a
nininun of further aelay.

Tt is requested that the foregoing information e
made available to ilr. Gralam.

Reapeotiulily yours,

For the Ambassador:

Bllis 0. Briggs
Counsslior of Embassy

Enclosures:
Copy and translation of
Decree No. 2348 of ‘usust
26 2 19332 7

X0B/len

File Mo, 885.7




ENCLOSURE NO. 1 %o DESPATOH HO. 866
dated ﬁaguaéfslj 1962, froz the Embassy at Habans.
20Ty
Prom OVFICIAL GAZETTE Ho. 517 of August 26, 1942.
WMINISTRY OF NATIONAL DUVENSE

pecrata No, 2348

TOR CUANTO: el esfuerso gue rsaliza la marins mereants
de las neciones aliedas, debe ser ayudeds ¥y alentado oon e~
didas gue fasliliten el tréfice maritime y bsgan anos peno-
sas les pérdidas y guebrentes que actuslusuie gufre 0on GO~
t%va de la csmpefis sudbserins desatada por las asciones d=l
Ble.

POR GUANTD: Geterminsdos presepioe de nusaira Teglaman-
taclén de sslvamente maritime resultan en las actuales aige
sunstancies Ge imadscuads aplicacilin s los camos gue disria~
sente oonfrontamos en atensids e 1o untes exprosado y a2l de-
bar de cooverasién que nos fmpone la comunidad de fidenlss e
intereees oon 1o deméas pueblos iibres.

POR CUANTO: En virtud 4e las neossidadss del mome nio
a5 spgusnirs hoy eonfiade a la Maripa de Guarra la afxiza
autorldad en nuestras costas ¥y Zoeaa maritine terrssire.

POR TANTO: En uso de les fesultades de qua ostoy in-
vestide, por resomendscifn del Jefe de Estado Mayor Ceneral
4s 1a Maripa de Guerrs, & propuesis dsl ¥inistro de Dslsasa
Vaciopel y eeistide 4s) Consejo e Ministros.

i RESTRIVO:

Frimere: Disponer que misntras durs el agtual estado
4o guerre, cuendo son motivo de wn scto d0 esta nalturaleza
oourra algin accidents ds mar considarado por nuestra logls-
jscidn maritims ecome naufyazio y gue comd tal debe tramitar-
gse de scusrio eon la misma, o se realicen hallazgos o prace-
tiguen sslvamentos previstos taxbiep y gue deban traaitarse
as conformicad con la propia legislacidn, los buques o s~
rarcasionas de sualauier clase ndufragos asl oomd le paris
ds los mlspes © 48 2u equips, perirechos y sfocton ¥y las
msresnoies halladas o sslvedas que perteneszcan & 1os gotiar-
nos, sapreses o partisularss de Cube o de paciones eliedas
s ie ousire © npeutrales eu la sctual contlenda, que darés
Pajo is sxolusiva cusicaie de las autoridades de la Larims
ds Guerra & ouys C&qz:ftulln. 85 ya no lo estuviersn, deda-
rén ponerss 6o lnwedialo.

updo: 84 lee efsctos, ssteriales & sustanclas qus
8l mar %Eya arrojade & las sostes fueren de répide deterio-
re o faeil Qessomposieidn, las sutoridades de 1a Merins de
Guerrs Qispondrén de dlchos objetos o afectos en la rorka
gue estime mas sonveniente, dando cusnta on cads ocaso al
Latado Yayor Ceneral.

TSrosere:




Taraarg: To8 bugues nfufragos ¢ partes ds loz mismos ¥

ias msroenoias hellades © salvedas 8 QU &9 refiere vl pérra-
fo primsre, cusdsrée bejo le oustedla de la Marime de susrye;
pubiiedndose los apnaeiss au 1s foras gaual, psio esnosdidn-
dpse un térzine sayer gque se fija sr zesenia dies en etensitn
e la Alfieultad de comunienciones ¢om slpgunss de lam naslonss
elisfss, vers oue loa intsrosados as presenten ants le suse-

riéed sorrespondiente de ls Maripe de Ouerrs a usar de su s~
recho., 35i fuers posible sstablecer la ldentldad nacional del
sugne néufrage, © de sus recivs salvados ae gsoaunicara el ha-
1lazgo s1 sénsul o represanianie diplomdtics gque gorresponda,

Cuareto: 351 8 pressntare alguns periena y Sastificars
plsnsiente 1a propleded qwe reglime A juicio del 4istedo Hayor
Semersl, sin erigirssie sl cumplimiento de pisgin otro requle
gitc por su perte, #¢ le bard Siata entrogs Gs aqualls.
Cagn de ac presauteras sl lnteresade ¢ qus no pusds 8l que s
pressnte Justiliear AW Asrschv de ARRSFR cumplide, pasarda ds-
7ipttiveneate = poder 4% le Marima de Guerra la propiedad de
que 52 trate.

cuinte: Se suspends duianta sl tranzoursd del presenis
eBLeiD 4F EUOLTR LOGO derecus & perclbdr gsntidad alguas cono
pORALS O FEGONpPORSA qUS oR faver A ics salvaderes & hellado-
pos wsntensgn .as disposieiones vigentes en materis e gduira-
Zics, saivemsntos, hallazgos o auxilics « 1a gevegeolibn; mixn
perjuieic del qus pudiers soyresponder s tales salvadores o
peliedceres por el trabzjo reallzade, asi como por los gasios
¥y dsfos que pueden hebar sulfrido ¥y 86 Justifiquen en ¢ada 2030,

Sexta: Siempre Qus s cualguicre de las disposicicres que
noy rizon se hags referencis a la seccibn Ge la Marins Merean-
4t o =) Jefe de ie misma, a Jes Adsinlstreciones o Administra-
dapan v @ e Viressids o Lirectoy Ganersl de Aduares & i kl=
nigtario o Miniatre de Hapclasnds tomd Srgenismos © autesridades
sepsriores ¢o lap Gapltaniszs ¢ Capitencs de Fuerto, sa enten-
derd, & todos ilos efectes, aus es el Lstado Mayor Ganeral e
1a Harips de Cuerrs, ¢ @ su Jsfe, o al Ministerio, o Minlstro
do Bafmsaaﬂaeﬂonal ; segln los casos, & quisnes telas pregep-
tOoR B8 vaiisren. '

_ Bpéptinp: Salve las modificecionss gue on la reglansata~
eidn éei eetvasents maritizme extrafia lo antoriornmente dlspues-
to v lo sonsfgnsdo en el Deorato 725 de 10 de Harzo de i%%k<,
gusdarén en vigor las disposicienes ane hoy rigen sn mierie
de pavmgics, salramentss & nallazgos.

Getaver Li Ministre do Lefeusa Naciouel queda snoargedo
dai shmplimienso Gel prasente Decretd, ¢ue gurtird sus eresvtos
Assae ls Teons de su publisaciis en la Gaeeta Oficlel dv la

- Aapublica.

Dedo en €4 Falasio de la rresidencis, en la Habone, &
108 ~uinoe diag del xae de Azoeth de mil ncvecleatos cuarents
¥ 408,
¥. BATISTA
jorlos Saladrigas Presidents
Priaer Mlaisteo
srigtides 3osa,
sipistre e Defensa Foglonale

1lg




TRANS L. o TTCL
S Sk

From Offlcial Gazette No. 517
of Lugust 26, 1942

pinistry of Vatlcnel Defense
Degree No, 2348

Thereas: The effort being mads by the merchant
merine of the allied netions should be alded and en-
couraged by msans of wsasures whish sball facilitate
maritime traffic and meke less burdencons the losses
and damages at presont being suffered by it as a result
of the submarine csmpeign being wagel by the Axis netlons:

Uherees: Certain provisions of owr regulations on
naritime selvage ave at the present time inadequate Ifor
application to the cases that we are facing every day by
reason of the faot above menticned and to the duty of
cooperation imposed upon us by the community of ideals
and intereste with the other free gountries:

Thereas: By virtus of the needs of the momsnt the
mexinun agthority over our coasus end maritime zones is
at present entrusted to the Navy:

Therefor®: In use of ths powers with whioh I am
vested, on recommendation of the General Stuff of the
Hevy, on propesal of the Minister of National Defense
and attended by the Coumecil of illnisters,;

T RESOLVE:

FPirst: To order that for the duration of ths present
gtete of war, when as a result of an act of this nature
some acciden® on the sea may ocouwr which is considered
by our meritime leglslation as shipwreck end that es such
ghould be handled in acoord therewlth, or when things are
recovered, or salvsge is practised, likewise provided
for and to be hendlsd by our marine legislation, the ships
or vessels of any kind that are wreocked as well as the
parts thereoci or thelr gouipment, ‘supplies and effecte
and the goods fouund or gnlvaged belonging to the Govern~
ments, entities oX private inéividuala of Cuba or of the
nations allied with us or thet are neutral in the present
oonflict, shall remsin under the exzelusive custody of the
Navy authorities, at whose disposal, if not already there,
they shall be immedietely placed.

Segond: If the effecis, nateriels or substauces
whioh the sez has hurled upor the coast are of rapid de-
terioration or easy deconpasiticn, the Navy authorities
shall dispose of said objects or effeots in the mennst
whioh it considers most convenlent, raporting in each
gcase to the Ceneral Staflf.

Third: Urecked vessels OF portions thereol and the
goods found or salvaged preferrod to in peragrsph one, shall
remein undsr the custody of ths Navy: advert isements shall -
be published in the usual manner but a greater psriod of
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time shall be given, to be fixed at sixty days, in view

of the difficulty of communicaticén with some of the ale
lied nations, for the interested persons to appear before
the proper suthority of the Vavy to make use of his rights,
If it is poemible %o establish the pational 1dzantity of
the wresck or of the salvaged portions, the same shall be
communicated to the propsy consular or diplomatie repre-
sentative/

Fourti: Ir eny person mekes appearance and fully
proves his owaership in the opinion of the General Staf?t,
without requiring any further step on his part the propere
ty shall be lmmedietely turnsd over to him. In the eveansd
that ths interested person doos not make apparesnce or
that the psrson making apprarance ig unable to prove his
rights in & propsr mennsr, the property in question shall
immediately be turned over to the Navy.

Fifth: Any right to receive any amount as prize or
reward waich in favor of salvegers or psrsons finding
property is contalned in the legislation inforee on the
subjeot of shipwrecks, salvage, things found or aid to
navigation is suspended for the duration of the present
state of wer, without prejudice to the rights that may
appertaln to such salvagers or finders for the work they
have done, us well us for cxpsnses and damages inourred
and vhich ave proved in sach case,

Sixth: Vhenever in any of the provisions of law at
present 1lun foros reference is made to the lisrchent ilerine
Division or to its Chief, to the Administrations orto the
Collectors of Customs, tc the Direetion or to the Dirsctor
General of Customs, to the llalstry or to the iiinister of
the Treasury as orgeanizations or superior authorities of
the Captains of Ports, it shell be understood, for all
effeots, that it is the General Staff of the Navy, or to
1ts Chief, or to the uinistry or lipister of National De-
fense, anooording to the case, that such provisions refer,

Seventh: XIxeept for the changes whioh the above mekes
of the reguliations for murins salwage and what is provided
in Decree 725 of larch 10, 1942, the provishons of the law
at present ln force on the meitar of wrecks, salvage or
property founé shall romaipn in foroce.

Eighth: The Lilsnister of National Defenss 1s sntrusted
with the fulfilment of this Desarse whish shall take ef-
feot from the date of publicaiion in the Officlal Gamette

of the Republioc.
Déne at the Presidentisl Palsce, in Habana, on the
fifteenth day of wf the moath of ALugust, 1942,

¥, Batista,
President

Carlos Seladrigeas
Prime idnister

Aristides Sosa
ifnister of Hational Defense

Trans., LIG




