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5  July  h5

fulrmeiry  of   Statements   by   Survivors   of  the   SS   COLIRT  P.   KTELLY,   JR,   U.S.
Freighter,   7176  G.T.,   ovmed  by  War   Shipping  Administration,   Operated
by  Vl-aterrr,an   Steamship  Company.

1.                      The   COLI:\T   P.   KELLY,   JR,   -`vas   mined   at   0650   GOT,   i  June   L5   about   3   ca`bles
i::::L±]t±5[e2£:::;::::t}E€o3?°¥',i:_::°=;in:t=v#i{:%95i;:°NAn=v,::;5::thh:V±-`#LS:::;,:

of  Arny  foodstuffs.     Vessel   did  riot   sin..:  but  vras   towed  to   Tillbury  Docks,   Londort,
arriving  the  following  afternoon.     Ship  i`..rill  be  drydocked  and  repaired.
2.                    Ship  was   on   an  un`moun  course,   speed   a.oout   10  knots,   68   RP}I,   not   zigzagg-
ing,   degaussing  on,   }\Tavy  Lookouts  -   fort.ward   gun  tub,   both  ',\rings   of   flying  bridge  all.d
at   the   aft  gun.     T`r`reather  was   clear,   sea   choppy  lwith  moderate   swells   running,   mod-
erate  breeze   force  and  direction  unkri_oi..in,   visibility  excellent.     Cor+voy  `^Jas  in  tl.vo
colums.     KELLY's  position  was   in  port  colum;   unknov.n  number  of  vessels  ahead  in
the   colurim.      Eritire  convoy  in   sight,   2  corvettes   fori.hrai.d   on   either   fla2ik  and  one
oncoming   convoy  about   10  miles   all.ray.
3.                   jilt  0650  a  mine   exploded  or.  the   starboard   side  amidships  close  to   the  for-
ward  auxiliary  condenser.     Explosic>n  1..,'rds   deafening;   a   large   colurm  of  black   smoke
and  water  arose   from  the   starbo,ard;   i`...ater  throvjn  up  almost   mast  high.     rto   flame,

::a:£a::o:::Tall::r:o::t;:;ts:::}h:PIE:e:e:£r::;::ds;:±=h:c::::h::p:::::n_#3W:::c:tu:=:ed
also  between  #-h  hatch  a}id   the  riidship  housing.     Stanchions   amidships  vJere   smashed.I              ,    _   __1_   .__   -_i`-+|J\J       +J\,   +,V|+,\,--      11-~--`   --~ ---- _-`        ____

Hull  plates  are  believed  to   hav-e  bee;+  bucklea  amidships  both  port  and  starboard.
The   forward  port  life   raft  1.vas  bloi'm  ol-f  and  also  the   two  life  rafts  aft.     It  was
believed  that  the  me`in  radio   transmitter  was   smashed,   but  the   emergcmc-y  transmitter
was   said  to  be   iri  vv'orking   order,   as  i..res  also   the   steering  gear.     There  v.fas   consid-
erable   shock  damc`ge,   such  as   doors   ripped  fran  hinges   and  fixt;ures   ripped   from  bulk-
heads.     rfecichinery  damage   is  unknown  since   the   engine   room  flooded  rapidly.     The
shaft  alley  was  probably  flooded  and  iFL  'f.c>lQ  is  knoun  to  hc\ve  been   flooded.     The
1'relmsm+cln  is   said  to  h:ive   left  the  i.'rheel   immcdiatcly  after  the   explosion,   pcrmitting
tl9  vessel   to   circle  until  one   of  the  m8.tes   took  ovcr   a  minute   or   so  lii`t.3r.     Ihc
enginc`s  `JVGrc   sccurcd  by  shutting  off  thc  a.jixilic`ry  steam  throttle   cind  the   oil  valve
on  dock,   the  vosscl   losing  i'.ray  a  fcv`r  minutes   later.     It  is  not  knoun  whether  any
distress  messages   or   sigrQls  1,Irorc   sent.     Iho  vcssel  vras   salvagcd  by  two   Br.itish  tugs
L``   ftj`li-J  hours   lcltcr  and  was   towcd  to   Tillbury   Docks,   London,   a`rriving   the   following
afternoon.     Confidential   publications  Tt-ere   secured  ovcrbocmd  in  the   overbo£`rd  box.
L'.                   The  vosscl  lJJas  Fr rtiQlly  abandoned  upoli  orders   of  the  Master  within
approximf`tcly  1/2  hour,   a   small   skGlcton  crew  rcmaining  aboard.     The  rcnelindGr  of
the   crtjw  cibcmdoned  ship  dircctly  into   a  Bclgicin   tug  which  came   alongside.     These
survivors  `^Jerc   trcmsfcrred   from  the   tug  to  L`,   British  corvcttc  which   followed  ship
into  port,  whcrc  the  vessel  wc`s  reboc`rdcd  by  the  cntirc   crew  bcforc  anchoring.I
Thcrc~i.,vcrc  no   casualties.

5.                     Pho   rinc  vJc\s  not   sighted  and   no   frr^gmcnts  `v'v'cre  recovered.

i3.   M..IIARRIS,   Jr.,    Lieut   USNR.

8::;gpLaE¥±i±°¥;p,:P;;i:p:;i?.F±£;:-iih±:-::i3:6-F:i(j;,CiEi:5}'B`°`8:3:-8dr#pi?'c8:=3°-M'
Res   &   Dcv,   JAG,   DIO   1,      LL,5(2   cop),6,7(2   cop),8(2   cop),10(2   cop),ll(3   cop),12,13,
1l+(Li   cop ) ,15INDs,    Bupers-535.                                                                                                   CONFIDE,}VTIAL

Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684




