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® RE®

roveder 12,  1947

in. ann A. deeior,
IutemlL Rev.". nged¢ ln ` Ch.pf.
341  Hiz]th A#..,
tw York,  I,  H.  I,

E_£.£ _ _  sgdrd_ p-E_ctEt9_E4±

Dear Hr.  givl®r*

Cb",
vi.itrd by,11
tith un

dry Hovdrer 4,  1947,  CqptalqL Willit| C.  Ash Ta.
rril foine]m. ^±.ate ^ml. and P®rto  ln cormectlon

atlon Of hi.1944 and  ro45`Lncone tax  rotum8.    He
W®®t  Stm®t,  Nor york,  t#.  r®,  un4  ig  an officer

of ftytt mtco. Tqistgrs  .nd Pllotr  Uul®n,  Local  88,  who8.  ofi`1cee
&r®  &t  the  aboTe  addr®ae®    Cap+&1n A.hle  hob.  addr®a8  1.  168d|
84th®,.Ararmq  Jan.ioa,  I. I.                                                           t

Whoa questioned  about  the Weeton Tredlng  coxp.,  Ctptaln Ash
roluntoered the  followhzig lnfomatlons

.    E. wan on actlv. arty with the mutlae CrmL.elon ac a Ilout,
coduBdr.,  drrLng  the par end lz;L\ 1945  left  the  corgi?81on texporarily  .
and  vent t®  8co.    On ®r. about Augugt  1946,  Captain ^ch ap.ned hle
offlc. q . mrin. 8nrveyor at 24 Stone 8tr.et.  Few rori.`\ P. I.
Soon th®rerfur !ie Tae  xppro&ched by a groap thlch lacluded a fieve
Sl=1dell, ,addres*  unlinown,  the I.in int®r®eted ln th. purohae® ,®f
&uxplu& v.e8ele.    The  oaptaln explchned  thct  ln th.  bidding of the
veeetl8 Thlch T8re being off .red, ty mritiae,  1t Tould b€ difflault
upon purch&g®  ty eA Anerlcan  oltlzon or  coxp.ny  to  elthor  ch.ng.  any
ehlp8 refi8try ®r to aect th. drerican eaf€ty requlrnentr ae  act
ap  by our Board Of  Shlpplng.    H® further  expl&1aed  that if . f®r®1giv
oo]:]por&tlon md. the pur¢ha8.,  lfaritlne Tcald  gunmnte. the lm.dl4te
change  to a forelgp r.gL.try and the ehlp *ould not  b®  .ubj.ct to  .ny
Aperlc.n regr}&tory bo&rda.    He  therefore  advised the gro`p  to  f®m
a Puranirml&n corporation whlah  corpomtLon  bcoan®  the W®Bton trading
corpomtion tLnd  8ct xp  lt.  How York offlc€.  at  qptain A.hl. offlc.
&t  24 Stoco  8tro®t,  Nor York,  H.  I.    Cqptoin ,Aih  th®reqp®n un.  ned.
pr®Ildont 9f th. nee  corpomtlon &t  a veckl]r fA1&r7 ®f Pro.00  .nd
wac gL"n power, te  .1gr cheelcB jointfty rich fiev. akldell,  Taeaeurar
of  th. oQxpor.tiopc

mom quertlen.id ae to  the ldcathty of th. renalming a.nb.r. ®f
the gnp,  €apta:Ln Ace Strt.a that he had no  d®mng. with any one
other ,tl=Lln th.  Preae`irer,  pad tLher®for.\ .did not  lmev rho  th. otharg
T®r®,  givovor h. .uggcoted that *r w® de.ire .ny ,furu.r inf®rullon
about T.eton Trading  Coxporatlon,  ve  Should  rddre38  a latter to  the
coxpany at  a4 Stone Street,  Her York,  H.  I.  roqu®Btlng an  appoint-
ment with  a  rapre8entatlve of  3&zBe.

1.  ioclted  &t£9P
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Whll®  in  the  eapley of W®eton,  Captain hah  puziehesed  both  th.
a.  a.  frorthland,  and the  a.  S.  W&rfl®ld  and put  then into  ®®ndB&1on.
in the neantlAe,  the  capt&ln n.  appro&ch®d  end  a8leed to  &®¢qpt  offlee
in the  ifadeer3,  mte.  and Pllotf Union,  Local  88  located at 90 weal
Street,  New ¥ork,  H.I.,  who .are having  intemal  trouble with  the
cominiat group tithln the `inlon.   "® preeoure to  beeone  an offlo.r
me  brought to  bear ty .oreztal  Bhlpping o®xpanle8  on contmot with
th. union who  f®&rod e®|minl.t denln&tlon of the unl®n un... I.1d ln
ch.ok fry the  8apt.ln.    Captain Ath ra.  e®n8ldered €o be  A  .tf®ng  em-
dld&to for th. offlco beeme® be had I.A. uny .mend& 1n the enlon
and ln  the  whlpplng  c®xp&nlr.. will. h. her he®n ln  o®-&b4 of th.
Orm¢ere Tmlnlng School ®f th. afaritll. €oHl¥.len drrlng th. mr
year..    H18  ult&mt®  ®hect£®n on J.mary 8,  1947 forced his  r®.1gm-
€1on  ae  pr€gldent  ®f T®gtob ?rt.ding  C®xporatl®n and hl. .,defv® poe-
eloapatlon in ltr  atf&1r. e®netlae ln ctine 1947.    H® de.ted that he
hu  co  me7tl®dg®  Of the  &ctunl  dlapo81tl®n  ®f  the  tvs  ves8®u  torch-
land and W&rfl.ld,  ®xoqpt  that  they B&ned  fro Anerionn pcte bound
for  mrs®111®,  France,  &¢ Thich porfe  the  agent.  for the  dLlpg were
Gine8ta  nd  cO.

In th.  sour.® of his  dutlee with We5€on in  c®mectl®n tith
th. T&rfield,  Cxptuln A8h  beeene  &oqu&Lnded  rlth  Hpf  Srmel  Deaec]rfeor,
pr®tident  of  the  thiB®Be Ariericm  Industrial  Co.,  Ire.,  loe&ted  at
500  Fifth  Ar®"®,  XG.  ¥ock.  I.  1®    m®  eereoltor,  1xpr®83ed with
C.p€fLln Aehl a  hAzmlng  ®f th. Y&rfichd  traae&etlon betrcen  thimeae
Anerle.a  lndr!trial  Oe.,  Ino.,  and the He8ton rradlng  O®xpo"tlon,
prevall®d upon  the  €aptaln to  rapre8ent  and  advise him upon the  ne-
pchr  and  eoml8ckonlng  ®f  the ve88®l  Frederick  C.  Jchneon,  whleh
HP.  Depecktor had prrehae®d  from  the  mritlme  CormlsBlon  on  tflr 20,
1947  for  $48,120arco|    Captain Aeh renlnded  Etr.  nereektor  that  hl&
preeend pogltlon with Local  88 *&3  a full  tlm6 po8itlon and muld
have  to  do  the vrohE  on ve®k-end8  only.    rhl. r&8  agree.bl®  to  ltr.
Bene¢ife®r,  irfu®  hired  Captain  ^8h  on  a per dlca  ba81.  and  a  fee  of
tooo®.cO  to  be prid ®n  coxpletlon of the  repair.  and  coml8.1®nlng
®f  ¢he  entry.

Captain ASH  adtiged  the  fomation  o±`  the  BroiREan  coxpo#atlon
a Panamanian  ¢®xp®"tlon  Jror  the  game  rea3one  that  the  Panrmanlan
eoxpor&tlon iF©eton Trading  Coxp.,  rae  famed.    Prin®1p&1  offle®r8
®f  the  Bro.rnBam  Coxp.,   are  Allan  Bz®.n  and  Sam  D®reektor,   the
former ig  the  condnrlar of  the  latter.

Captchn  Ath  hired  A  Capt&1n *®i.8,  a  retired  Ham.glen  eeamn
ond  locu  repre8entotlve  of  the  tlco& 8€®anehlp  C®xpary  a8  ngeut
for  the Frederick  C.  J®hm®n nor being  rapalred  de  H®rfolke    Captain
Wel8Bf  Office  i8  lo¢&ted  ln  the  Sane offi€® ®ccapled ty the  Vice-
conml of  Panam.
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Apparently  fmm his  co£`verg&tion,   the  agents  gathers/{l  that
there  i3  no  full  €rerr  &b®a]rii  and  that  the  chip  i@  to  have  a  dock
trial  on  or  about  Novenb®r 9,  i947®

Captain  Ash  infQmed  the  agents  that  the  vftss®1  Fred,£r=ick  a.
Johnson  is  ++he  fQmer  Hudson  ELver  .rB}rliner,   Ibg  Tfitt  Clinton,  which
the  gr}verTununt  took  over  chring  the  irar.    Approxinafaslgr  {$1,500,000®cO
was  xpent  art  the  ireB801  for  repairs  before  it  TF{qg  'u.sefl  ln  `£aribbean
i¥atgrai  i`or  the  trtanapoptation  of  officers.    Captain  Adil  btlieve8
that  title  pries®  paid  by  }§r.  I)erecktor  for  .  Ship  in  s`doh  ®xe€11ent
oonditiQn was  ridiculously low.      The  agking price  for  the  ship  ia
8§350,00G®cO®     G®meapondencfi  from  four  prospfictiv€3  *ftar#igr&  biry@rs
"&s  seen  ty  the  ag;ants.    PhQte8tatg  of  bh©  above  coFTegpondencB  is
to  b¢  form'&rded  to  th®a®  agent®  from  Captfiirl  dish..   Afflong  the  pros-
psctive  pure}iaser.a  lr]  thB  ¥thller  united  3finrjdom  Line,   5£  Bro&dray¢
RTen  ¥#rk,   EN.   ¥,S   a  ghin©g©-^xp,rftigrfe  inteerest,   utiom  Captain  ftBh  }!apes
will  tt€`  the  uitim8b6  buysr8  for  t4n©  r®as®ns  listE:3d  bdiow*

It  i8  Captain Ashlg  belief  that  any  &nd  all  d£¥1ayS which  he
has  encQunttired  in  fltten}]tiri€f  t¢  t:han£E±  the  ShiplB  registry  Can  h®
traced  to  the'  T#-glisf  ©£  +th'ie  fsriti8h  Fcjrgfgn  *.fi.iGe  that  the  ship  iii
fro  be  used  as  a  rei'ug€e!  traitaporfu  and  ±rfeat  any  and  ail  t!nit®ti  StaSeg
govemm®nt  a{?enoieg  &rtj  .i>£|vE3Btigating  hfm  and  his  associat8S  because
of  thg  British  pr®e!surfl®     {F.B.I®,   a£€nbs  visited  C3apt&in  Ash  on
&'riday,   {Jctober  3i,   1C347,   i.n  rsfer®ncg  tQ  t}i©  Ships  m®nti®ned  abave`.)

He  furth®er  sSat®di   bh&t,  b@eaiLis®  of  #&6  ra}if3irfur¥tess  in  S.hick  the
matter  iB  being handled  in  ref erencg  tS  tile  §ailifig  of  i,he  I+ederi¢k
e®   Jchngon,   i}6,  Captain  fish  advised  ¥*Jr.   I)er®cktor  to  {3cquaint  the
ne"ap&p8rs  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  in  the  hope  that  t}i8  resultarfu
publicity would  counter+)alance  t,he  Britigfe  pressure.    He  fuz*h@r  be-
1ieves  triat,  tr.  Derecktor  is  unj`dst,1y  enbazTassed  [|erel}'  because  of
tile  faed  that  ho,   Captain  A8h,  was  associated  with  the  1`i+estori  Trading
Corporation,  Which  handled  the  S.  S.  Northland  and  the  a.  S.  i'.;-.arfield,
tiwo  refug@#  ships  irfueaempted  by  the  Bribigh.

Hg  i.urt}ifr  st&te8  in  thiLg!  lfi*t©Tj  c#rm@ctio¥i  tha.t  lis5  h&-ick  nQ  kmorHl-
ed#e  bfiat  ttig  Ships  w®re*  t¢  tis ff  used  fas   r`®£ug$6  transporfus  and  i.Lag  n¢
reasori  trda   beiif3v@   Sirg}at  ¥,?'fagbGgi  T`I.ading   Coxpo¥abic!+i  fa&d  arrsr  cGniml@EtioH
in  the  ship8t  ultirmte  uEgo

An  invesbigp.tior}  of  the  incone  faas  pifitFurm  olt  the  ffiiltees8  .#*"gfficfln
J;::I:¥fifgrG:.%e¥#3ij594!;£±{n¥xpAg::¥£;ng¥i::;ki#g:#'ar:3Ft3:a
ineer.rLs  tax  returns  of  ffiptain 7:'¥'iliian  a.  Ash,  16{i-11  ELShty  rc}i]rth
Avermg,   Jamaica,   !a.  I.,   ifer  the  yBar"  194dfy  and  1945,   reverfued  ne  !fi&-
teerial  ch&ngf  in  t}ie  ta2±  iichilityg  and  it  is  r8.commanded  tairfe  the
r@tumB  hg  ac€apted  &§  fj.lsd.
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