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SUBJECIT:

TO:

WAR  DEPARTMENT

UNITED  STATES   ENGINEER   OFFICE
751  SOUTH  FIGUEROA STREET

Los ^NGELEs, call F.

13  February  1946

Oil  Pollution,   Log  Ang®1os  IIarbor,   31  Deo®mber  1945
(mss   CORE70RT-United  States  Navy)

The  United  States  Abtornoy
Federal  Building
I,os  Angeles  12,  Cal`if omia

Dear  Sire

R®port  of  the  abov`e  pollution  case  has  been  r©6eived  ffoni  the
District  Coast  Guard  Officer,  Long  Beach  2,  California.   duplioate
copies  of which  are  inclosed  for  your  information.

In&smuch  as  there  were  no  Federal  witnesses  to  the  Spill,  no
physical  evidence  was  obtained,  and  the  oil  dispersed  rapidly  due
to  the  out-going  tide,  prosecution  is  not  recommended.

Copies  of  all  letters  pertaining  to  i;he  case  are  inolosed  for
your  files.

FOR  TEE   DISTRICT  ENGIREER}

Very  truly  yours,

a..   8.   BEB0UT
Chief ,  Engineering  Division

5  Inclosures   (In  dup.)
I.     Copy  of  report  dated  4  January  1946
2.     Copy  ltr.   to  C0  USS   COITORT
5®     Copy  ltr.  to  District  Coast  Guard  Officer

cc:    I)istrict  Coast  Guard  Officer  (In  dup.)
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To :         Th.  Comliandant

Subj:    Report  of 011  Spill  from USS  CONTORT,  31  Decenber,1945;  fomarding  of

Subject report i.  for'arded  ln coxpliance Tlth  instructions  Bet  forth  in
H®adquarter8  letter  of  26 October,  1945.    Original  copy  of  sane  uas  fomanded
to  the  U.S.  Any  District Engineer,  Log  Angel®8,  this  date.
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UNITED   STATES   CC)AST   GUARD
ELF.VE}l"  NAVAL  T)ISTRICT
Wllmington,  Califomia

Address  reply to
TRE`,   cAPTAII€  oF   THE:  r`oRT
LOS  ANGELES
REFm  TO  FIIjE:     629.i

4 January,  1946

TO:          DCGO,   iim

Subj:     Oil  spill;   USS  CC)MFORT,   31  December,   1945

1.           At  approximately  1235,   31  December,1945,   RTA,   Sam  P`edro,   advised
COTr'LA  of  an  oil  Spill  while  bunkering  the  USS  CcrmoRT,   Berth  #88,   Sam
Pedro,

2.           Invegtigation  ty  CC)TPLA  Oil Poll.ution  Detail  wag  made  and  report
of  investigation  Shoved  that  the  Commanding  Offlc®r  .as  Captain  Rintoul
T.  Whitney,  and  the  Engineering  Officer  188  Ijt.  Edlard  Stuckrath.    The
spill  was  caused  ty  oil  slphonlng  through vent  on  Tank  507F,  on  the  atar-
bo&rd  side  of  ship,  while  loading  Special  Navy Fuel  bunkers.    An  area  of
approximately lco  feet  ty 10  f.et  was  covered.    Tide  was  going  out,  and
oil dispersed rapidly.

3.         Engineering Officer,  Lt.  Stuckrlth,  stated  the  spill  was  caused  ty
ship'B  gangray  catching  on  to  the  dock  paling  and  then  slipped,  causing
ghlp  to  lurch  8nddenly  to  atarboord.    Tan}{  507F  which  las  already  full  and
Secured,  bubbled  up  through  vent  and  spilled  into  harbor.

/a/  a. a. rrmlh


