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CONFIDENTIAL
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

REPORT ON U. S. MERCHANT VESSEL WAR ACTION CASUALTY

To: Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, Washington, D. C.
ShipS/s CoRMELIA. . F._ SPENCER . . . . Service ... OCEAN L REIGHT. . . ... ..
Owner ... A, A . REAT, Operator Ao Lo BURBANK $.Co_[MEs. . ..
Information furnished by ... MASTER ... . Date 268 OCTORER 1T4Y..
i QUESTIONS ANSWERS
1 | Year built and propulsion.__.. Built /793 Propulsion . ST L2347
ol monnage oo Gross 2026 Net . Y370
3 | Draft loaded (maximum allowed) ... Fwd ... 28, 4TCM). -\ -0
4 | Draft when attacked .. tod. /3767 (M) At RS
5 | Cargo on board (any deck) ..........._.. Nature STELL .. Tons «3 02 &
™ From . Z2RT... SVBRN. To e BAN, Sovrs. HFRICH
7 | Were routing orders followed > )/E-S N v S BRI P e ot ] S
S‘ny criticism of orders - ¢ R A et L 2k 1 OO . B
9 | Weather at time of attack ... Weather .. CLERR Sea  MMORERRILE. . ... .
10 | Was enemy sighted? When ... JES: BETEK . JATTRCK. % LYRING R ITTICK:
11 | Any friendly ships in sight. - o e e e T
12 | Were navigation lights on_...____________|._ /Kéj-ﬂﬂfiléjf.[_‘--_
13 | Date and time of attack ... Date ___-2,[24/_‘;{1._- Time ... 2 L83
14 | Position Latitude @2 ° 08 A/ .. Longitude ... $4°20. &
15 | Nature of attack (Give data) TORPERCLED BV IRS Sl
RS Numberof bits. . oo oo N e
17 | Location of hits (Mark diagram) QRET L TRCHT P L= P/ - Shi *5 -
18 | Effect of its. oo SHAMK . SHIP.
.Was ship armed? What type T/‘Z' ES
20 | Was armament used? State result... /_E..S;'MA/M(ZK/ZV- ___________________________________________
21 Any explosions or fires* _________________._ Ship k@,ﬁ5914ff_iﬁﬂdﬁﬂlf_,-flﬁ&é/“c“go Me
22 | Was deck ruptured... ... . YES _-_
23 | Did ship break in two_.___.____ NO
BANIEWas SO8 gent . oo Y R s T | R
25 | Ship’s speed..— oo Normal . /2:+ Q... When attacked ... &2 .. When abandoned sS. 702!
26 | Time abandoned, sunk...__________________ Abandoned _ézé.é.,CIZ.M:) .......... Sunk _a_fAAfZ__(.’/A;e.._;!-i-;m:)
27 | Was ship reboarded_._________________._____ By whom _________._____ . <A When ... e S SR
28 | Was ship broughtin________________________ How . . ¢ e Approximate damage _sJ L2 A7/ .
- -
*Fill in this diagram to show
R attack hits, fires, etc.
aude

X X
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Indicate by star (*) rafts, floats, or suits used as temporary refuge in water before rescue by lifeboats.

Sk

s QUESTIONS ANSWERS
09 |- Lifeboats . oo Number carried 7’ Which used _‘7/ ______________________________________________________________
Bl Rifebonta . Number lost ... A e TSI T
31 | Life rafts...._. _| Number carried ... i._ Which used _;* _________________________________________________________
32 | Life rafts Number lost ..., =__ How _Iﬂ.l..../.‘.ff_pfﬂ ____________________________
33 | Life floats .| Number carried g _ Which used . Qe
3R TR et DT . D = alnll Number lost ... P How NMOT. MEEPEPD | od-ionl colicmaol
35| Lifesayingguits. - £H3 Number carried __+3.©. Number used @ ELITAE e
36 | Were boats, etec., attacked .. Attacked - Y Casualties . e
37 | Time in each boat, raft, ete.__.___.___[}-—— A BoatS SO HRS. == Raft . T Floab .
______ o Boat LI DBYS T _Raft o . _Float ..
/78 A ROE PORT ol ST’ My Yo%/0'E, EAST AFRIEA
38 | Rescued by and where....________ 28 _| By _ALLIED SHIPS Where ... AT _xh 1
39 | Number of gun crew carried (military)- Officers - ————____ CAR s =t s Enlisted men ... =2 &
40 | Number ship’s crew carried-————-—- Officers, .. ) - Radiomen .______ l Unlicensed &7 ode ..
41 | Number passengers and others carried.| Passengers ... (= N Others -_._. & RN A S
42 | Total on board e L 65..-_ ______________________________________________________________________
43 | Number gun crew injured (military)..| Officers ... a . Enlisted men _ 6 S e S .
44 | Number ship’s crew injured. ... Officers ... & ______ Radiomen_ . Q@ _ Unlicensed oo ooemeeme e
45 | Number passengers and others injured.| Passengers ... 2 S —— (@075 P o I ) S
46 | Number gun crew lost (military)-.-- Officers ... o . Enlisted men € oo s
47 | Number ship’s crew lost ... Officers oo o> - Radiomen ... a. Unlicensed -.s#s .- —ooooteeeee
48 | Number passengers and others lost. Passengers .- o L AR AN . Other: &
49 | Total casualties. .- ———o—cceee - Injured .- ] ............................... Lost - oo P S S
50 | Persons lost by (Specify)---—--c---eoe——- Drowning ... & ______. Hre ... r- IO Shell or torpedo . sa .
Other causes ___!j__ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
I o, I . Gun crew .. 27 . Officers —_------ r o Radio operators &
Unlicensed __ %% & __ Passengers ____¢ @ __ Others ____. g Total _(é.l; _____ 2
59 | Persons saved by Boats. .. 7% S Rafts ... & . Hloate ' €. .. ... Suits Q_..
Preservers ... 7 DSt Other means ... &__________ Noad & .
53 | Engineering watch below ... Number on watch below ... (- st Number lost below - Q.
54 | Number of look-outs_ .o S 25 S St B
55 | Any defective material oo . 7 T——————— SR S H
56 | Any personnel fault oo 7 .’/ S———— S

COMMENTS, CRITICISMS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The comments, criticisms,

or recommendations of survivors with respect to safety of seamen and ships involved in war actions are

earnestly solicited by Headquarters in order that the fullest provision possible may be made for the safety of American ships and seamen.
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