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I:Lt  0040,   4  October,1944,   Ijieutenant   (jg)   J.   R.1_,       _I      i,_  J-,                        *~+,    -.  _ -,--  _   _  _      _ _    ,
Collins,  Duty  Officer  at  the  Barge  Office,  notified  this
office  of  a  fire  aboard  subject  vessel,  i,which  T„as  moored  to
the  south  side  of  Pier  22,  Etrooklyn.

2.              Investigation  revealed  that  Elt  app?O¥|¥=_te±.Y_99L5i^
4  0ctob
subject

LJ+ V \, LJ +,-(3+--I. ` ,---  _ -_ __ _ __
er,1944,  Peter  }faming,   a  roving-6ivilian  c3uard  aboard
vessel,   discovered  smoke  escaping  from  the  forwardA          tr_  I  I  --.. ^J3

section.     He  irmediately  notif led  Rou~ndsn-len A.  I[elly  and
P\^uu`>`,`'     `  `-`-'-`.`=',     _==_  I  -_-_  -__

jindrew  Scarilon,  who  were  on  the  pier,   to  send  in  an  alarm  of
fire,
3.              The  fire  was  discovered  to  be  in  i,±l  hold  and  was  con-
fined  to  that  hold  and  the  cargo  therein.    lit  the  time  of
discovery,  #1  hold  Tuns  battened  dotm  and  sealed.     The  cargo
in  that  hold  corisisted  of  fertilizer,  beans,  cartons  of
medical  supplies  and  other  general  cargo  ln  the  lower  hold.
Cartons  of  lard  and  porl€,   absorbent  cotton  and  bancl`'|ges  'v`,rere
stored  in  the  'tween  deck.    Dfubject  vessel  is  a  refrigerated
ship,  and  the  fire  destroyed  the  granulated  cork used  to
insulate  the  entire  hold.
4:.             The  fire  was  appal'ently  caused  by  a  carelessly  dig-
6arded  lighted  cigarette  butt  left  by  an  unlmo"m  stevedore

fo±L€Se`g3=gfngft£E  E:±g  3::i:a±o€oE:sin:a:v5%ush:ot±E:  :Ere.
this  investigation  as  lt  bad  been  flooded  in  the  process  of
extingrlshing  the  I.ire;  however,  evidence  of  smok+ng  was  found
in  other  holds  aboard  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  investiga-
tion.

ond  probable  cause  mL+&y  have  been  a  spark  or  short
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circuit  from  an  electric  motor used  in  the  hold  to  refrigerate
the  cargo  therein.     This  motor  is  connected  by  an  automatic
switcii  wiiereby,   if  a  short  circuit  occur.i.ed,  the  switch
would  automatically  shut  off .    An  inspection  of  several  other
holds  aboard  subject  vessel,  'which  contained  identical
r`efrigeration  s}'stems,   showed  that  the  cargo  in  those  holds
could  not  be  stored  closer  than  ±'our  feet  from  the  i-.`iotor.
Prior  to  the  sealing  of  ill  hold,  approximately  ei`r;ht
stevedores,   employed  'oy  the  Bull  Steamship,   Inc. ,  were
employed  in  lading  that  hold.

6.              Damage  sustained  `oy  su`L)ject  vessel  as  a  result  of
the  fire  will  exceed  ?25,000.     This  a!-count  was  quoted  by

g:[P,g;ng :  86a;{ggg±:s#LP£:Edc :: t::£s {3:I:±dtea¥:±aEt£3T;£§h±Eom
fire  and  water  damage,   and  the   cargo   in  ;,:J:.2  hold  T,Ar&s  also
damaged  by  water  seepage.

7.             The  fire  vras  extin`;uis.ned  by  land  apparatus  of  the
New York  Fire  Bepartnent,   assisted  by  the  minicipal  fireboats
iiT|RE  -i+.+'|Gt|Tffi  and  IET,*HII  and   CG  fire-ooats`  CG-56102-F  and
CG-30084-1T`.    Prior  to  the  arl.ival  of  the  fire  apparatus,   the
Steam  fire  snotbering  systen  abo,L"d  subject  vessel  'iras
brouE.;hi}  into  action  by  a .-.-i-.  .iustin,   Chief  Engineer  of  the
COP\}`-irELLl.     Subject  vessel   is   under  the   corunand   of  -ijr.   E.
Hudgins,  who  was  aboard  at  the  time  of  tile  fire.

8.             Agents  of  the  Fedel.al  Bureau  of  Investi8atiori  are
v,'orl:ing  on  .bhis  case.
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