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14 At 0040, 4 October, 1944, Lieutensnt {Jjz) J« Re
Collins, Duty Officer at the Barge office, notifled this
office of a fire aboard subject vessel, which was moored to
the south side of Pler 22, Brooklyn.

2. Investigation revealed that at approximately 0015,

4 Oectober, 1944, Peter Manning, & roving e¢iviliam guard aboard
subjeet vessel, dlscovered smoke escaping from the forward
section. He immediately notified Roundsmen A. Kelly and
Andrew Scanlon, who were on the pier, To gend in an alarm of

fire.

De The Tire wes discovered to be in 7l hold and was con-
fined to that hold and the cargo therein. At the time of
discovery, i1 hold was battened down and sealed. The cargo
in that hold consisted of fertilizer, beams, gartons of
medical supplies and other general cargo in the lower hold.
Certons of lard and pork, absorbent cotton and bandages were
stored in the "tween deck. Subject vessel is a refrigerated
ship, and the fire destroyed the granulated cork used teo
insulete the entire hold.

4, The fire was apparently caused by & enrelessly dis-
carded lighted cigarette butt left by an unknown stevedore
who was working the hold several hours previous to the fire.

in inspection of ;1 hold could not be made at the time of
this investigation as 1t hed been flooded in the process of
extinsuishing the fire; however, evidence of smoking was found

3J in other holds aboard tThe ship at the time of the investiga-
/& {wa"“ tion.

?£:3§Mw@?§; A second probable cause may heve been a spark or short
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eiroult from an electric motor used inm the hold to refrigerate
the cargo therein. This motor is comnected by an automatie
switeh whereby, if a short circult occurred, the switeh

would sutomatiocally shut off. 4An inspection of several other
holds eboard subjeet vessel, which contained 1dentical
refrigeration systems, showed that the cargo in. those holds
could not be stored closer than four feet from the motor.
Prior to the sealing of ;1 hold, spproximately eizht
stevedores, employed by the Bull Steamship, Inc., were
employed in lading that hold.

6. Pannge sustained by subject vessel as a result of
the fire wlll exceed $25,000. This amount was quoted by
Capt. Z. Bes Hudgins, Port Captain for the Bull Steamship
Company. Cargo in 71 hold is considered a totsl loss from
fire and water damage, and the carsgo in /2 hold wus also
damaged by walser seepage.

Te The fire was extinguished by land apperatus of the
New York Fire Uepartment, assisted by the munleipal fireboats
FIRE FIGHTER and HEWITT end CG fireboats CO-56102-F and
CG=-30084~-F, Prior to the arrival of the fire apparetus, the
stean fire smothering system aboard subject vessel wss
brought into setion by Be We Austin, Chief ZEnglneer of the
CORNELIA. {Tubject vessel 1s under the command of U. &.
Hudgins, who was sboard at the time of the fire.

8. Agents of the Federal Buresu of Investigation are
working on thils case.
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