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Bnolo8ur.e!     (A)  E][o®rpt  from  A.W.A.  Pu®rt®  a.  la  Cru€,  V.a.8u®in.
I,tr.  S®rl.1  PLC-91-45,  dtit.a  16  mr®h  1946.

(E)  Eko®rpe  frou  N.  1.   C.r.a.e.  V®n®*uel&,   Ltr.
S®rl.1  I,-22nd5.  dat.a  28  mroh  1945.

ob  13  mrch  1945,  fo,ur leenb.re  .ttaoh®d  to  th.  Araed  G`ard

::.=::toth:®Ui&S6::k;:big:=:±+==:.:::,rE}±f:tin";::.:=tL®d
fron .  l®ttor  of the  A881®t&nt »&nl Ate.oh.,  Pu.rto  d®  I.  Crut,
giving a.t.il8  of the  lnold.zLt.               T`

.otivE;::S¥:.b!BJi!)::et=8:a::I:tee?fbei::.m#i±:a:h£;:aoh6
•tait®B  ln the  l&.t  par.grd`ph of .ncloeur.  (8)  that  ho  h"  r®®trlot.a
•hor.  lib.rty  for zL."l  p.rSom®l  for th.  r..8one  onuerat®d ty
hln,  end  that  ho  b.li.t.8  the  8.a.  roetriotlone  Should  b®  applied
to qprcz"t  or.T.,  at  l®.8t util  a.Sumno®s  &r®  glv.n by V.n®ae.1.a
•uthorltl.a  thlt  . inore  Coop.r.tiv®  polloy rill  b®  pureu.a .nd
that  a...8  of thi. mtur® rill b.  hmdl®d ulth promptn®8s.  .qulty,
and  ju8tio®.

Th.  aboT.  18  formrd®d  for  infor..tion .nd  for  8uoh .ttontloa
•s a.y b. d..ned d®elnbl®.

in.  Hutlngton ].  der.®.
W.I  Shlpplng Adrinl.tr.tioa,
Roan 4833,  Com®ree  Building.
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Exo.rpt  from  ltr.  A.N.A.  Pu®rto  d®  I.  Cru8.  V®n®8u®1a.   Pro-9l-45.
dated  15  lhroh  1946!

" ..... The  Haul  Attloh;  dlr®ot®d  th.t  d®tailS  b®  furmi8h®d  in  regard
to  .a  .ffair  pr®vlou8ly  r®port®d  by  d®8patoh  from  thl8  post  ln  regard  to
the  8ubj®ct  lncld®nt.

r'The  four  aemb®r.  of  the  or®w dotain®d  are  ae  follctwe!

Bobort  SEIBY  SIC   856-26-72
Hilly  St.   ONOE  SIC  573-12-91

;                 3¥::: 8D:f£;;:L3|C s!:3;33:88. 73

"They  ver®  att&oh®d  to  the  Armed  OueLrd  Crow  of  the  U.   8.  ranker  CormEI.L.
bound  for  Hallfa][.    The  AB8i8tant  Haval  Attaoho  m8  flr8t  lnform®d  of the
lnoid®nt  wh®n  the  Ship  m8  r®ady  to  8all  .t  about  0300  on frodn®8day th.
14th.    The  m®n  had  troon  ln  the  jail  81no®  about  1600  of the  proviou8  day.
It  m81mpo8siblo  to  ral8.  the  author.1tlo8  &t  thle  hour  &lthough  the  attempt
m8  md®  at  the  tlmo.    After  vl8iting  the  j.1l  the  A.8i8tont  N.val  Attaoho
r®turn®d  to  the  8hlp.    H®  loft  it  to  the  Captain  wh®th®r  to  raLt  or  to  ..11
1rmodllt®1y,  t.king  into  oon8id®ratlon  the  8af®ty  of  the  8hlp  lf  lt  ®ail®d
with  .  r®duo®d  gun  Crow.    The  Captain  docid®d  to  remin  at  anchor  until
0900  that  morning  and  th.  AS®ist.nt  Hav.i  Att-oho  aigr®®d  to  do  .11  po®Blbl.
to  8eour®  the  r®1®.8®  of  the  m®n.    At  0600  the  A.81stant  Naval  Attaoh®
found  the  J®f®  Civil  ln  his  hou8®.   (Ho  had  tk}®n  provlou81y  lnform®d  that
th.  J®f®  Civil  m81n  Baro.Ion).    After  oon8ultation  the  Jof®  Civil  ord®r®d

:::P::®::V:::L8:::°npefr:::Lifj::::ep::V:a:::¥z:#nan¥:eth:n:f::Lf:n£:ng
::::::o:::tt::®P=r=:1::::1:fn:£®t:t:::o::®:a:::::i:y:F:oi:€:::::.gag:®
A88istant  naval  Attaoh®  then  8®bt  a  note  .board  the  CCRRELI,  |nd  the  vo8B.1
gal led .

"Th®r®aft®r  Caraoa8  m8  lnfortn®d  by  d®8patoh  of  the  lnoldent.     D®tail.
of  the  lnold®nt  arc  .8  followg:    The  four  or®w mombor8  hlr®d  a  8tatlon  "gon
for  .  trip  fron Bar.o®lom.    The  drlv®r  of the  oar  Could  not  Speak  English
and  they  Could  not  8p®ak  Spanl8h.    When  they  arrived  ln  Pu®rto  LI  Cru8,   the
drlv®r  ®topp.d  ln  the  Ftl8®o  Colon  to  lot  thou  off.    Th.y  d®sir®d  him  to
o®rry  them  to  the  dock  rithln  the  Oil  Company  property.  and  from  the  onoulng
argumnt  ®ro8®  the  affray that  follomd.    The  tmth i8  difficult  to  d®tormln®.
The  oror m®mb®rg  a.y th.t  th®y don't  }mow how the  fight  a,otually  started  or
the inn  who  struck  the  flr8t  blow -  that  they  had  an  argulront  with  th®
drlvor  and  th.t  8udd®nly  they rer®  8urround®d  by  neLtlve8  and  the  fight
8tart®d.    The  A88't  HavlLI  AtttLoho  thlnk8  1t  i8  qult®  clear  that  th®r®  "L®
an  .ffaLir  approlohlng  the  proportlon8  of a  rao®  riot.    All  four  of  the  orov
m®mbor8  wore  lnjur®d  slightly lndloating  th.t  a  nunb®r  of  mtlv.8  war.
involved.    SEmY m®  knook®d  out  wh®n  h®  "8  .tuck  in  the  hood  ty . board,
ONrrE  `ng  8truok  on  th®  hold  by  an  autonot>1l®  Crank.  DIAguiar  hag  a  black
®y®.   .nd  SXOPELJA  in.  .truck  ln  the  mouth.  and  hi8  t®®th  loo8®n.a  and  lip
Split.
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Plao®  at  whloh  the  oar  8topp®d  ond  the  pollo®  informd  the  A8si8tant  H.Tall
Attaoh®  that  h®  Cam  out  of  the  botiquin  wh®n  th®  flghe  8t.rtod.    In  other
herds,  ho  lbritt®d  ln. .  pr®8uinbly b.oau8®  ho  Son  8om.  of  hle  fellow
ly®n®8u®lonB  involv®d  ln  a  fight.     On.  frlcadly  polio®  offlo®r  prlvat®ly;told  the A88istant  H.val Attaoho  that  ZRA m8  drunlc .nd  in  view of the
fact  thlt  h®  oan®  out  of  bot®quin,  this  i8  oon8idorod  very prob.bl®.  al-
though lt  right b®  difficult  to  prove.

"It  18  int®r®sting  t}o  not®  that  .8  Boon  .8  the  pollo®  arrlv®d  on  th.
so®n®,   the  V®n®Su®l.n  mob  dl8app®|rod.  md  the  8allor8  lot  tho"®lveg
bo  oonduot.a  p.ao.fully to  the  I.11.    rho  8ailora rare  r.1i.v.a  tint  th.y
had  b®®n  aunv®d  by  the  polio®.  .nd  the  a.m®  pollo®  offio®r'  above  mntloned
8aid  th.t  the  rob mould in"  killed  the  ®.llor®  if  th.  pollo®  hrh not
intorven.a.

''Thl8  i.  not  the  firBt  tlnl:i  thlt . near-r.o®  riot ha.  ooourred.
but  the  A®8.t  H.ml Attaoho  h.8  b®®n  .bl®  to  anooth  th®m  or®r  prrdougly.

"The  Ore. "nb®r®  8.y thlt  they  hnd®d  the  driver  Ba  5.cO  .nd  than
ho  r®turn®d  a.  1.00,  prior  to  the  tlpe  bho  fight  8t.rtod.    This  the
A-6i8tant  Naval ^ttaoh®  ha.  not  b®®n  abl.  to  verify.   81no®  the  pollo®  have
not  found the  driver.

"At  the  pr.a.nt  writing  the  J®f®  Civil  informs  th® A.®18t.rfe  mvil
Attaofro  that  ho  i®  .till  lmiting  ln8truotiong  from Baro.1om,  but  that
ho  b®11ov®B  that  they till  b®  abl.  to  turn  the  crow n®mb®rg  loo.o  if  the
a-g®e  for  p®reoml  lnjuri®B fir®  p.id.  plus  a  soil  fin..    in rill  not
yet  8.y how "oh .ith®r  the  dmg®  or the  fin. will b®..„qu±¥ on:.T.+ipa.0,00,    ZRA"e

a  hlve  r®tum.a
__+

to  Pu®rto  LI  Cruz,  today.    Ho;n.vi.r.   the  A®818t.nt  H.v-1  Att.oho  hl8  ap®nt
2  hour.  1n  the  pollo®  Station  thiS  moming  .hil®  th®  rollo®  .tt®xptod  to
loo&t®  him,  .nd  .e  y.t  they  hlve  not `found  him.

"Cormnti    C®pt.1n  ConNm,  the  British Vio®  Con.ul  h.a  t®rmimtod
Briti®h  I,ib®rty  in  thl8  port.    E®  .I.o  h.®  .  Britl8h  gumor  who  hl8  b®®n
in jail  10  a.yg  .8  th. r."1t  of .noth.r  riot.    In vior of the  proportions
that  prlvat®  flght8  &88un  then the  natlv®B  et.rt  joining  ln  it,  it  18
sugg.8toa  that th. U.  a.  m"1 Attaoho  oonaia.r  the  po8aiblliti.I  of joint-
Am®riorm-Britl8b  ord.r8  p®rmn®ntly  8u®p®nding  th.  Liberty  of both mrohant.
and  H."l  p.reozin.1  Ln  the  Port."
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E=o®rpt  from  ltr.  N.  A. ,Caracas  serial  L-22-45,   dated  28  lthroh  1945i
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a``uthoriti®8,  the  A88#stant  W.v&l  Attooho  m8  direot®d  by  dl8p.toh  to
o'ompll®  `a  complete  report  on  the  oa8®  to  b®  hand.a  to  Li®ut9naut  Cottr®ll,
pilot  of  the  Naval Attaohe.a  plane,  who "8  8ohodul®d  to  "ke  a  courl®rof  the  Aeel8tant

the  Naval  Att&oh®.
the  Ainba88&dor
the  oa8.  1nformlly
mrln.,  with .
on .ppointront "a
faot8  a8  Convoy.a  to

thl8  offlo®  by the  A.8l.t.at  mval  AttfLoh®  ver.  pr.coated  to  him.    H®
etat®d  that h® imould  .ppr.i.a  the  mni3t®r  of  War  and  mrln.  of the
olroun8t.no..  .nd  do  wet.v.r  h®  poe81bly  Could  to  obtain  r.lease  of
the  moo  lnToltod.    H®  .leo  ..nt  a  col.gran  ozl  the  a.m®  day  to  the  Aotlng
Dlrootor  of the  Po]rt  of Pu.rto  11  Cru8,  r.qu.eting .ddltloml  lnformtlon.

Attao;:8f::wa:+L£®:::¥.%ru¥.:n::u#'frh::.S:¥;i32dr:::.o:::edy.::1
the  a.ptoin  of the  Port  and  the  J®f®  Civil  of  P`i.rto  la  Cru8.    He  also
talk®d  to  the  four men  ln  jail.    It  m®  a8o®rtain®d  that  the  local  mgia-
trat®  had  lnt®rvi®irod  all  the  Von®zuelan8  who  Could  be  idontlfi®d  a8  1n-
volvod  in  the  inoid®nt.  and  that  his  report  had  b®®n  8ont  to  .  8uporior
Court  offloial  in  Baroolona,   on  the  proviou8  a.y.    It  had,  how.vcr,  b®®n
r®turn®d  to  him  for  nddltional  facts.    It  mB  .18o  rev®&1®d  that  the
iutur®d  V®n®8uolan,   pedro  Zea.   wag  then  ln  Custody.     H®  had  b®®n  put  in
jail  a  f®w  days  pr®viougly,  pr®8umbly  following  the  r.o®ipt  of  the  whr®
by  the  Captoln  of  the  port  from  th.  mni8t®r  of War  and  mrin®.    The
four  8®&m®n,   on  being  intorviowod,  reitorat®d  their  8tatem®nt8  that  the
&£g-nt  had  8tart6d  over  .  diff®r®no®  a8  to  wh.r®  the  8t&tion mgon
Should  deliver  them,  .lthough  it m8  the V.a.zu®l.a  oont®ntlon  that  they
h.d  rofu8®d  to  p.y  th®1r  fore.    Arrng®nont8  ver.  mde  to  obt.1n  olcan
olothlng  for  the  four  nen  (all  tholr  i:oar  h.vlng  been  left  aboard  8hlp).
•nd  p®rni88ion mg  asked  .nd  gr.ntod  for  their  r®l®a8o  1n  ou8tody  of the
As§1stant  Naval  Attaoh®  to  bathe,   shave,   and  oh.ng®  th®1r  cloth®8.     On
the  d®partur®  of  th.  Naval  Attaoho  from Baro®1om,  1n  the  afternoon  of
the  22nd,   ho  talked with a  pollo®  offlc.r who  ms  then  loaning  for  a.raoaL8.
The  pollo®  offloifL18t&t®d  thaLt  he  had  aL  Copy  of  the  mgi8tr&t®.8  report
for  doliv®ry  to  the  officials  in  the  Mlni8try  of  the  Interior.    If  this
wcr®  the  oa8®,   the. report  cont&in®d  only  the  d®po8ition8  and  allogltlona
of  the  Van.zuolan  prrtie8.  a8  the  four  Am®rloans  involved  had  not  boon
qu®gtlon.d  up  to  that  tim  by  the  looal  maLgi8trat®.     On  the  following  day,
23  HaLrch,   the  ltaval  Attaohe  gave  a  r®8um®  of  the  oa8®  to  the  Arib&88ador,
who  dl8ou88®d  lt  with  Sr.  Parra-P®r®z,  mni8t.r  of Foreign Affairs,  at  .
mlddny  .ppoindm®nt.    The  Foreign  mni8ter  indloatod  that  h®  would
initl.t®  inquiri®8  aLnd  do  what  he  Could  to  obt.1n  the  r®l®a8o  of  the
men  lnvolv®d.     S.v®ral  days  p.gB.d  without  furth®r  d®v®lopmont8,  and  on
Hondny,  26  H&roh,   the  Aha.®8&dor  mentioned  th.  mtt®r  to  Pr.81d.nt  ifedln.
*Not®:   tholo8ur.  (a)   i8  A.N.A.  Pu®rto  a.  1.  Oru&

Ltr.  a.riai pro-9l-±£;I:tr;;h:: gg:::.098[9[6          r!onffTF®rpitaaE

trip  to  Baro®1om,  V®n®su®l.,   the  following  day.    A  o®py
N&vll  Attaoh®.8  report.  Eno}o8ur®  (a)*,  m8  dollv®rod  to
15  mroh.    On Friday,   1614aroh,  thl8  r.port  me  Oho-n  to
and  it  m®  d®oidod  that  th®  H.val  Att.oho  ®hould  dl8ou88
ulth  the  Director  of th®  Navy  or  th.  mnl8t.r  of War  and
view  to  having  thee®  men  r®l®&.®d.    Ob  Frld.y  aft.moon,
md. with  Captain Plo.rdl.  Dlreotor  of the  mvy.  and  the
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in  the  course  of  a  conversation  which  he  had  ultr,  him.    The  Pro8ident
advi8.d  the  Ainba88ador  that  a8  a  Vone8uelan  m8  injur.a  ln  the  fight.
court  action  could  bo  nooo8sary.  but  that  h.  could  dir.ot  tho  proper
offioial8  to  o][p.dit.  the  trial.    On  27 throh  a  di8patoh.  I.foronoo  (a).*
ms  received  from the  A8slstant  Haval  Attacha.  Pu.rto  de  la  Cruz.  which
would  indloato  that  th.  Pr.sident  had  lntorvon.a  for  prompt  aotion.

ttlt  ls  tho  usual  and  ou8tomry. praotioo,   aoaordlng  to  the  Am.rican
Via.  Consul.   the  A88i8t&nt  Ivav&l  Attaoho,   and  various  oil  oompeny  cxooutiv.8,
for  the  polio.  to  arrest chorlcan  liaval  porsonn.I  and  morohant  a.amen
when.vcr  inoid.nts  of  this  kind  ocour.  to  hold  th.in in  j.il  and  8ubjoot
them  to  a  fine  while  the  Von®zu®1.ns  involved  arc  not  mol®6tod.     A8  thor.a
are  two  or  throe  tank.r8  now  calling  daily  at  this  port.  and  the  polio.•forco  is  very  8mll  and  thoroughly  inoffioi.nt.  thor.  is  almys  the
danger  that  8®riou8  1ncld.nts  my  occur.    For  this  reason.  the  Naval  Attgioh:
has  rostrioted  8hor.  lib.rty  for  NQval  p.r8ormol.    Ho  beliovo8  that  t,ho
same  re8triction8  should  b.  appli.d  to  in.rohant  orow8.  at  least  until  such
tine  a8  a8suranoo8  Can  be  giv.n  by  prop.I  authorlti.a  that  a  nor.  Coop.rativo
policy  will  bo  pursued  and  that  oa8o8  will  bo  handl.d  with  promptno88,
equity,  and  justio®."

*Noto :
R®feronoo  (a)   8tatod  that  the  four  m®mbors  of  the  Armed  Guard.  Crow mro
being  moved  to  Barcelom  on  27  mrch  1945  whore  they  could  bo  hound  over
and  h.ld  for  trial.    It  m8  suggested  that  a  lanyor  bo  obtain.d  for  th.
crow members.    The  trial  date  held  not  been  set  lt  that  time.
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