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= AMERICGAN CONSULATE

Bristene, Australia, July 17, 1942.
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SUBJECT: Stabbing incident aboard S.5. (DANILL B -

at a Queensland porte. TR * U—;

I~

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTQY

SIR:

I have the homor to enclose herewith a copy of a report and

enclosures from the Office of the Froveat Marshel, Headquarters,
United States Army Forces in Australia, Townsville, Queenslend,
in regard to a stabbing incident eboard the S.8. "DANIEL BOONE"
at thet port on July 3, 1942, the vietim being one|Roy GONRAD |
and the accused both members of the crew of the
vessel, Jurisdiction over accused has been assumed by the

 loesl State Authorities ani he has been detained ashore.

A copy of my letter of July 17,

Provost Marshal ab is el

1942 to the United States
 The S.5. "DANIEL BOONE" is registered b Los Angeles and its
official number is 241519, It is owned by the imericem-Hawaiian
Steemship Compeny and at the time of the alleged stabbing is
under stood to have been under cherter to the United States Army.

Respectfully yours, o
.,..a.{.hi-; g G T . ompibal Jads
e ONRICIE Friat: i 2.3"‘,?_ ne = 3 it L
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Enclosures:

1. Copy of cor tion dated July 4, 1942 from the
Provost Marshel's Office, Townsville, Queensland.
2. Copy of paper purporting %o be unslgned statement
°f “ e ! o - ® ,‘
5. Copy of peper purporting %o be unsigned statement
‘of accused, ,
4. Copy of letter from D.W. HASKILL, Master S.S. "DANIHL
“BOONE" to United States Provost Marshal's Office.

5. Copy of letter dated July 17, 1942 from American
Consulate, Brisbane, %o Provost , Townsville.

 Americamn Consul
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g7 (o 88638
U e omass
=l 4"Upo the Depertment in triplicate.

|9 One copy for the Consulate Gemeral, Sydney.
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Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684
Enclosure No., 1 to Strietly Confidential Airmail Despatch
No. 371, dated July 17, 1942 from Joseph P. Ragland, American
Consmul, Brisbane, Australia, on the mubjeet: "Stabbing ineident
aboard 5.S. "DANIEL BOGNE" at a Queensland port®.

SOPY.

HEADQUARTERS |
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN AUSTRALIA M
BASE SECTION NO. 8  APO. 922
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL

July 4, 1942,

SUBJECT: Stabbing incident aboard "Daniel Boone”
T0 't Mr Robinson, American Comsul, Brisbane.

1. T wish %o make the following report as per verbal
conversation on the phone July 4, 1942,

2. I am enclosing unsigned statements by both Conrod emd
Senford, also a signed statement by D.W. Hassell, Master of the
"Daniel Boone",

3., On July 3, 1942 I went to the Police Station, Tomsville
at abaut 7:45 !ln‘ wes informed that a stabbing had taken place
aboard the "Danicl Boone" between two (2) Ameriesm seamsn ani that
one was in the General Hospitel in & very bad conditiom. The other
was confined to the ship, The eity police wented me to give them
pemission 0 arrest the man on the ship whicéh I would not do until
I had contacted higher authority. I them went to Headquarters emd
econtacted Colonel Getzoff. We went out %o the ship where we con-
tacted the ship's master, D.W. Hassell, $aking he and the chief cook
Senford to the General Hospitel and interviewing Conrod whose state-
ment is attached. We them locked Semford in the sville stockade
for safety. i re locokhed 3Mis = _

&  After checking Navigstim Laws of the United States - 1940
Bdition, Page 328, RS 4079 (22 USC 256) Jurisdiction over Americen
seamen

be turnsd ov

>

in Foreign ports and Foreign seamen in American ports, decided

that Senford would not ‘ er to civilien authorities unless

. ~ Capt: md myself visited the Gemeral Hospibal this
i e eee e Gt 12 blbing e 7 el o L
m nd one kidney

: was renoved. There were three wounds in the
left smide, two about the belt line emnd Ow‘;ﬁ:! lm::: ﬁ:tﬁt:l
the one thet did the damage. The iknife used is in posses=ion e
Tovnsville Police as well as Conrod's clothes. _ .

" From the investigation so far, it looks very md to me like
Conrod provo ‘&o Chief Cook and aun.ltd him before he was stabbed,
% does not Jjw using a weapon in this case for self-
defence. TFurther sta s will be obtained fram the mess boys if

What disposition does your offiee recommend of this man
Senford? He was removed from the Townsville stockede this morning to

His Majesty's Prison at Stewart, meensland,

By order of Colonel MATTHEWS: (Sgd) Meryl G. FINDLEY,
1st Lieut. F.A.,
Asst. Provost Marshsl .
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Enclosure No. 2 to Strictly Confidential Alrmail Despatch
No. 371, dated July 17, 1942 from Joseph P. Ragland, Americemn
Conml, Brisbene, Australia, on the subject: "Stabbing incident
aboard S.8. "DANIEL BOGNE" at a Queensland port".

COPY.

TOWNSVILIE, QLD.
July 4, 1943,

UNSIGNED STATEMENT given by ROY CONRAD - 31 Years, S.8.
"Daniel Boome".

1. I am dying now and I don't want %o talk.

2. No use pining emy blame on anybody.

%, The Do¢ said he don't have much hope far me.

Q: Was asked if he knew this man - Chief Cook.

A: Yes, he is Chief Cook.

Q: Under what eircumstences do you know him.

A: I hed en argument with the Chief Cock and he shoved a knife
into my ribs end I smacked him ome in the face. I don't know
where he stuck the knife into my ribs twice more; so I ran
away end left him to get an equlizer.

Did you give him any provocatlon

- 1 have yet to know whether being with a man is enough
provocation to stick a knife into a memn.

 What did the argument start over.

The argument started over the food. He would not find me

Be ke

Q: What time was that
A: About a quarter pest 5 in the Mess roam.
Q: Do you remember the comwersation that took place.

1 :
Q: Did you see him with the kmife. ~ hix
I saw & knife in his hand. It looked like & long thin knife.
uwwmm»m“ > P
could not tell if snyeme else was sround the place.
‘wish to0 esk him any more guestioms.

|

. Was told he could ask $his mn my Suestims.
A: He was srguing with the Mess Steff sbaut the food end he said:
~.. I will show you ¢ock sadcors what I cen do%. I t01d him not
: m hit, He had something
- 4 a knive in my hemd and I
stabbed him. .

Conrod how meny times did we ergue tonight. Ty
ganford said that is the only time tonight, I had en argument
with him before I went below. He was arguing with the Saloon
Mess Men. OConrod said keep on lying until your conscience is
clear, Senford ssid he kept on using the words cock sucker
until he biffed me omee.

Q: Do you wish to ask suy fur ther questions.

Senford: A: WNo. ’ .

Later to Conrod: I wished a writtem gtatement from you.

A: I wont give you cme. I =m Soo sick. If I get better I will

give you one.
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Enclosure Nos 3 to Strietly Confidentisl Airmail Despateh
No. 371, dated July 17, 1942 from Joseph P. Ragland, American
Consul , Brisbane, Australia, on the sibjeet: "Stabbing inecident
aboard S.S. "DANIEL BOQUE" at a Queensland port®.

$

COPY.

TOWNSVILIE, QLD.
July 4, 1948,

UNSIGNED SPATRYENT given by FLOYD SANFORD, Seamen, S.S5.
"Daniel Boone":

Union Rule Meal hour from 5 PM to 6 PM with & dlause of
change to suit conditions. The rule has been on board due to
War conditions a 4:30 to 5:30 meal. ;

Conrod came aboard et 5:30. Meass boys bhad cleaned up and
were wanting o leave. When Sanford came up from below Conrod
vas erguing with Saloon Mess boy. Senford passed on, not paying
any attention to the argument. When from the lavatory he could
still hear the argument go ing on elthough could not heer exact
words.

On coming back Senford walked into the Saloon Mess asking
Mess boy if Comrod had shoved of f. Answer was Yes. He then
asked what the trouble wes. Answer: Wes mad because he couldn't
have & hot mesl. Sanford fimished work below whieh took aba®
20 minutes to finish. In meantime Conrod was out in passageway
opposite Crew Mess arguing again with Acting Crew Mess lian by
name of Wilson.

Senford telked to Wilson asking what Conrod was raviag ebout.
Answer: Becemse he could not have a hot meal.

Comrod stepped into his oomeand as Senford welked by Canrod
came out to the door and started erguing with Sanford who asked him
what the trouble was. Conrod started calling him a eock sucker and
tept om hollering about Union rules and still using profane lengusge.
Comrod them went into his room and came back with & book of Union
rles steting: "I will show yo Coek suckers.” He was %old by
Sexford to stop using foul lengwmge., He, Conred, sgsin extered his

‘ and vén dows the passageway, Wnning out
on deck yelling. A sallor came along emd asked what the trouble was.
Sanford stated he thought he had hwrt Camreds = =

The Captain then came on the scene amd ordered Senford to his
and @ o i ipr ey of 5 LI, 8RS WRE S .

g
:

=il‘.=21= P

|




Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684

... Bnolosure Nos 4 to Strictly Confidential Airmail Despatcn
No. 371, dated July 17, 1942 from Joseph P. Ragland, American
Consul, Brisbane, Australia, on the subject: "Stabbing inecident
eboard S.S. "DANIEL BOQNE" at a Queensland pori".

..., AMERTCAN-BAWALIAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY

OPERATING DEPARTMENT

S.8. Dm‘l Boone. VOY. 1
Written at Townsville

. . Date July 4th, 1942,

To Lieut, Findlay, - U.S. Provost Marshalls office.,

From Capt. D.W. Hassell
. . Master 8.8. Daniel Boome, -
“““"Sivjeet — Stabbing on board ship.

" In veply $0 your letter of tis fste, e following is from
personal knowledge of the casc.

At or about 5.30 PM yesterday, Roy Conred came Wp % Se Sop
of the wheel-house whars the Cnie? Emgimesr, BF Scuthapd, Capt.
Brige, the Pilot mid myself were sal asted fo spesk %o We Chies
Engineer. He spoke with the Chisr far = fey minates "“"33"'
for mot being on board mdprfunhg:- &ties Srring the 7.
fo then lert md went below. Abeut ten miswtps leter 1

I_Nuli.oa the smmulance and the boiici;..‘w;ﬁ removed from
$he #hip and teken to the Townsville Genersl Hospital, and Sanford
was questioned by the police but was not pluol m n-rnt.

* Later T contacted your office and aqfauw:qwa from the
ship by the American sutiorities for mestioning, end was then held

by them pending farther imvestigation.
GoEEueieaticn tams e l&m" 1” M" x‘...us‘!{ ¢ MMONEVEE ,
{Sed) D.V. FASSELL, Master,

ey,
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Enelosure No, 5 to Strietly Confidential Airmeil Despatch
No. 371, dated July 17, 1942 from Joseph P, Raglanl, Americean
+ Conml, Brisbame, Austrelia, on the mabjeet: "Stabbing inecident
aboard S.S., "DANIEL BOONE" at a Queemnsland port".

o ¥

SOPY.

THE FREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED" STATES OF AMERICA

5% syas

3 AMIRICAN CONSULATE
# 886,3-JPR:1f Brisbane, Australis, July 17, 1942,

The Provest Marshal,
Headquarters, U.S.A.F.1.4A,
Base Seetion No. 2,
AP0, 922.

The Consulate has reed with interest your communicetion
of July 4, 1942, end enclosures thereto im regard to the
stabbing ineident aboard the 5,3, "DANIEL BOONE".

This ecase has been discussed with the American Consulate
General in Sydney and in & letter dated July 10, 1942 the
Conmlate General infoarms me that I am correet in assuming
that United States jurisdietion in a matter of this of fense
should not be insisted upon and that the exercise of juris-
dietion by a competent Australien tribunal seems not
inconsistent with pertinent Foreign Service Regulatims.

In Hackworth's "Digest of International Law" (1941), volume
two, the subjeet is treated fully and indicetes that the
jurisdiction of the United States should be exercised unless the
offense is of such a nature as to disturb the peace of the local
camunity, in which case there appears to exist a fype of
co jurisdiction. In the casec of the Vi , Waen the

cook killed a steward on board a Spanish ship ean ed in the
' the Department of State held that

e killing of one humen being by another was a disorder of such
a nature as to cause, or be likely  cause a breach of the peace
or serious trouble in the port or au shore." (Hackworth, page 211).

On the other hand, it would, of course, seem undesirable to
delay en American vessel undnly at this time becamse of any
requirement of a local court which might insist upon detaining
witnesses who are instrumental in the navigation of the ship or
who cammot readily be replaced. I judge, however, from your
commnication that thls situation has not arisen. However, it
is for the local court to decide vhether it may exerecise
jurisdiction or mot, and, if not, to inform you accardingly so
that the jurisdiction of United States cowrts could then be
exercised. But it is understool that United States courts may

e not
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not assume jurisdiction in criminal cases arising in the
serritorial waters of a foreign country unless the courts of
the country concerned are proved, by the laws of that couniry
or by the decision of the court concerned, to have no jurisdie-

tion.

The Consulate General points out that in cases where the
seamsn should be retumed to the United States for trisl, it is
extremely desirable to have the man returned om the vessel on
which the orime was committed for it would probably be found
very diffioult and expensive % retum him otherwise.

The Consulate General also suggests the possibility that the
United States Army suthorities mey assume jurisiiction in the case
under reference in accordance with the provisims of the United
States Code, Title 10, Section 1475(d) defining persons subject %o
military lew es, among others, "....all persons accompanying or
serving with the Armies of the United States without the territorial
jurisdiction of the United States, and in time of war all siCheccses
persons.....both within and without the territorial jurisdiction of
the United States, though not otherwise subject t0sees." military
law. This possibility arises in view of the understanding that
the vessel concerned entered your port under diarter to the United

States Army.

I should be pleased to hear further from you regarding the
state of health of the wounded seamem, and the progress of the trial
of the accused.

Very truly yours,

Joseph P. Ragland
American Consul






