
13 ftyt  1942

63.     SJS._  DAVID  HCKEVY

U.S.  Tanker;  built,  .1921;  6,8cO  gross  tons;  cargo,  c"d®  ofl.

E:r¥d::dr:3u:a;r:;Z3:,Tit;.2:53o¥a#:_1:83;5f3?Ne"ark.
W.&thcr,  clear;  sllcht  8vell;  rind,  llcht  S.W.
On  board,  42;  Saved,   25.
V®8e®l:     b®ached,  total  logs.

inedlately after  a tremendous  explosion rocked thij)  t.n)(.I
amldchlpe,  8he burst  into flane8,  and burning Oil poured on the iator
around her.    The  tro  port  lifeboats were  destroyed ty the  explo®1on
and  fire,  and,  81nc.e  there  waLs  no  sign  of  any life ln  the ridrhip hou..
after  the  torpedo  blast,  the  #1 boat was  not  lomered.    All  th.  deck
offlcerB  presunaLbly  perished,  &s  the bridge  structure  cawed  in  in
flames.    23 mom  got  off  in  #3  boat  aLnd  on  2  rafts,  and  the  Chief
Ehglneer  and  a puzpmn  remained  on  board  through  the  night,  Standing
partly  submerged in the  fresh irater  t,anks  of  the  8hipte  double  bottol,
while  the fire  b`mn®d  itself  out  over  their  heads.

The  arurvivor3  in  the  lif eboat  Tere rescued  ty a  Coal.t Guard
Te8.el  and  taken  to  New Orlea,ns,  where  one  man  died  of  b`]rne.    in.
other tro  were  taken  off  the  drifting vessel  the  following day about
room,  and  carried  to  Key YI'est  aboaLrd  a  i\'orweglan  tanker.    "e  burnt
out  hulk  of  the  DAVID  HCKELVY  rag  later  beached  on  the  Lout.1un  cocot,
and  declared  a Constructive  tot,al  loss.
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