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EXCERPT FROM 3HD BOARDING REPORT, SS DURANGO (U.S.), 28 DECEMBER 1943.

Subject vessel left Marcus Hook for New York on 25 December 1943, Between
Philadelphia and Marcus Hook, when the Master was not aboard and the ship was
in charge of the First Mate, the compass was found to be in error. On removing
the old compass to install e spare at sea, a megnet was found attached to the

outside of the DAnracleéH7 rtly concealed by black tar-like substance., The
Armed Guard Officer andﬂa_ggéiaiZZE:xhe-efew stated that no one had come aboard
the ship at Philadelphia except Coast Guardsmen and Navy personnel who had
checked the degaussing and the compass,

Upon interview the Captain reported that there had been diesatisfaction
among the crew and that he had had a hard time holding them. He further reported
that his Chief Mate, Philias Ducas, left the ship at lMarcus Hook on Christmas
Eve with the excuse that he wanted to get home for Christmes. He had never
signed the articles in Philadelphia, The Captain said that he did not get
along with his First Mate and that they had had several disagreements and that
hard-feelings persisted between the two, The Captain, however, would not place
any suspicion of the act on Ducas. He concluded by adding that there had been
no signs of subversive activity or signs of mental instability amongst the crew
members. He added that he was at a loss as to who possibly could have committed
this act, and that tc him it was obvious tampering.#An inquiry has been made to
determine whether the F.B.I. is conducting an investigation of this incident.
Dissemination: Coast Guard.
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