
15  FetBrmaryo   1942

i2¢     s.s.   E®   H.   BLun

U.S.  Tanker;  built  1941;  11,615.69  gro8®  tons;  in  ballast.
depart.d  Philadelphia,  Pa.,15  February,1942,  for  Atreco,  Terms.
Da-aged,  16  February,  1942,  2032  EWT.  near  Junction  Buoy,  off  Cape
Hay,  Va.
hatber,  calli;  denge fog.
Nuter  on  board,  40;  Saved,  40.
Ve88el  broke  in  tro;  both  halves  salvaged  and  rejoined.

According  to  the  uasterl8  report,  the  ship  was  hove-to  near
the  Cape  Henry  Junction  gas  and  whistle  buoy,  in order  to  pick up  a
pilot  and receive pemis8ion fran the  Coast  Guar'd to  proceed to Lpr-
Haven Roads  for  the  night.    Her  speed  was  4  knots  aLt  the  tine  an
explosion  opened  a  crack  in  the  engine  room.    The  engine  room force
had turned to  to  caulk  it,  when a  second blast  15 mirutes  later  caused
the HaLst®r to  give  the  order  to  abandon  ship.    All  four  lifeboats were
used,  and  three  rafts  were  released,  but  not  needed  aLnd  drifted  anaLy.
A third explosion tock place  aLfter  another  quarter-hour  interval,  and
the  tanker was  nearly broken  in  two.    The  vessellg  otmers  arranged  for
both  halves  to  be  separated  and  'brought` to  port,  where  they were  re-
joimd and  the  ship later put back in service.

It  i8  thoucht  that  the  damage  to  the  BL"  mos  not  caused  by
oneny action,  bunt  by  the  inadvertent  entry of  the  vessel  into  U.  S.
rfufield8.
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