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* h
SUBJECT: / Summery~pf Stetements by Survivers of tlhe 3/8 rDGER ALLEY )

PCE, Américan frcighter, 717¢ G.T., owqcrs, U.S.Meritime
Commission, chartcrcd to Weyerhaeuscr Stcemship Compcnv.
T
1y The EDGAR ALLEN POE was torpedoed without warning et
1947 (Noumea, New Celcdoniz time) on November &, 1942, 5% miles southeost of
Amedec Light, Noumee, while enroute from Noumce to Espiritu Santo Island,
with 2500 to 3000 tons of Naval wer cergo. The vesscl did not sink, end with
£ll cergo saved, wes towed beck to Noumee with the master, a2 portion of the
crew and ermed guerd on board, by thc New Zcal:nd ship MALTAI, end lcoter was
essisted by thc ship KIWI.

2 She vwas on coursc 124° truc, speed 1C, kncts, zigzagging
pattcrn No. 11, since 1700, November &, bl-cked out, 12 lockouts; 3 on bridge,
3 on forward gun deck, 2 in bridgc machine gun turr-tb, end 4 on after gun
deck. The weether wos modcratc, sca small, SE wind, forec 4, visibility feir,
no shivs in sight.

3 The torpcde struck amidshiv on thc port sidc completcly
demolishing the enginc room; beilers blcv up, cnginc lying on its' side on
the sterbosrd floor pletes, storercoms tlovn in, cnginc room trunk bulged,
lover decks:1ifted, end = great dczl of domegc throughout the midship struc-
ture. A1l bulkheads held but they were epperently weskencd, no wetcr in any
cargo space. . hole 28x40' wes blovh in thc port side Ly thoe very loud ex-
plosion. .Thc ships' mechsnisii stopricd immodictely. No distress signcls sent,
rodio destroycd. by explosion. " Torpedo track secen 25 yards avey, but no eveid-
ing action could be teken. Thc sub surfeced cbout six minutcs efter torpedo
struck snd the armed guard immedirtcly opened fire at 2 ronge of 3CC yerds
Two shots were fired from the forwsrd 3" gun, % from the stern 4" gun, end
machinc guns on afterdeck. The survivors werc positive that onc 4" shell madc
2 hit end et lecst onc of the 3" shclls es greet fleres end cxplesions were
scen end hesrd from the sub. Somc of the survivors werc positive thet the
sub fired somc mechine gun blasts et the shiv =2nd #lso one largc shell. Con-
fidentiel codes were thrown overboard in = weighted bog.

4 The crevw began lowering the lifcboets and rafts on stzr-
bosrd side et approximately 2005. The lifebo-ts tock the rafts in tow and they
drifted during the night. At 0€00, Novcmber 9, boats were sighted by o plane
and ¢t 1630 the. survivors werc chk >d up by the USS RUSSELL end landed &t
Noumce. Out of & totel complcment on borrd, including 36 crcvw members, 14
armcd guerd =nd 20 pessengers, 21l werc rcscued cxcept 2 of the ercw vho were
klllcd

The sub was large, peinted bleck, no strerks cr stripes
nof lc; conning tower was oblong end therc scemed to be o smrller after-
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tower, not certein whether sub hzd guns or not. .g scon 2s the counter

offensive started the sub cresh dived end dissvveared from sight =t 1954.

6. The 4% =50 reasdy boxcs were shaken bedly by the ex-
plosion, ceusing ell the shells to meve forwerd end freeze themsclves in
the eylindcrs in which they ley.  Only two shells could bec gotten out.

'H. V. STEBBINS
Licut., U.S.N.R.

CC:  ONI-B-8, Op-16-C(Ensign Judd), 16-Z(4 copics), F-10, COMINCH, CCMINCH
F-21-22, F-252, F=353, F-37(C&R). Op-20-G-, Ov-23-L, Op-28, Op=-30,
Op-39, Bushlpo, BuUrdK --6-B), BuOrd, . \tlantic Flcet Anti-Sub Unit,
BuPers-222-23322, c#, DI1C-1,3,4,5,6, /(3 copice),® 10(4 copics),11(3. .
copics),12,13,14(4 Lopi<q) lr Iﬁ'”






