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Galveston, Texas

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)
6614

1 May, 1944

District Engineer, U. 8. Arny
Galveston, Texas

Sirs:

Heré is a report of viclation of the 011 Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USQ,
431=437 by the U. &. Nerchant Vessel 35 Citles Service Kansas at the
Republic 04l Dock, Texas City, Texas, on 27 April, 1944, The facta 1n
the case are as follows:

The Cities Service Kansas, a steam serew vessel under the United States
flag, is owneé by the City Service Uil Cempany and is operated by the far
Shipping Administration.

T ¢ above vesscl was discharging oil at the place reforred to above when
a leak on the port side of the vess:l just aft midship was discovered by
Coast Guardsman Kenneth A, Wilscn. O1il was bubbling to the surface of
the water, and the leak was below the water line at that time. THerbert A,
Asdal of 464 Kissel Avenue, Staten Igland, New York, was third mate of the
vessel in charge of operstions., His written statement indicates that this
vessel was not Inveclved in any collislon which might have caused damage
and subsequent leaking on the port slde., The vessel is tweaty-four years
of age. This case is being reported teo the Cfficer in Charge, Merchast
Marine Inspection, U, &. Coast Guard; for his inforuwaticn and acticm,.

Statements were taken frem Coast Guardsmen Kenneth i, #ilson, Znais B.
#hatley, Joe B. Melieely, and the third mate of the vessel Herbert A. Asdal.
Copies are attached fer your information., Samples of the oil were taken

from the water and from No, 4 port temk of cthe vessel., Thésé samples, to-
gether with originals of the statements taken, will be retained in thie office
for use by the U, 5. Atterney.

Yours very truly,

F. E. SINVEN
Lieutenant, U. 8. C. G: R,
Captain of the Port, Galveston

CC:L‘P» Commandant, U, 8, Coast Guard, Washingten, D. C.
060, Eighth Naval District, New Orleans, La,

U. 5. Distriet Attorney, Houston, Texas

Merchant Marine Inspector in Charge, Galveston, Texas
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ASS 'T, CAPTAIN OF THE PORT

Texas City, Texas

27 April, 1944

T0s Captain of the Port, Galveston, Texas.

Subjs Violation of the Oil Pollution Aect by; §/8 Cities Service
Kansase :

le sbout 1020 this A.¥., I was notified that the §/8 Cities

Service Kansas, owned by Cities Service Oll Company, home office, 60

TWall Towers, New York, New York and under the War Shipping Administration,
docked at Republie 04l Company dooke, Texas City, Texas, discherging
cargo of penovides erude oil, had a leak,

2e Upon arri on the soene at 1030, I econtacted 3rd Mate, Herbert
A Asdal, License Vo, 9596, home address, 464 Kiscel Ave., Staten Island,
New York, who was the Mate in cherge, and showed him the leak bubbling up
t0 surfece of the water in the harbor along side of vessel pn port side,
juet aft midshipe The leak was at rate of sbout & gallons an hour, I
asked the late if anything eculd be done to remedy the leak, the lMate
gstated only to unload which was being dome, The Vate also gtated that

the vessel was 24 yoars old and he had been on thies vessel as Srd Mate for
8 mort he, and this was the first time the leak had showed up, ke stated
thet he does not know of this vessel having any eollisiong with amything
which would cause the leak, He further stated that the leak looked like
it was coming from No. 4 main tank on port side of the vessel,

3e There was about 100 gallons of oil from the leak on surface of the
water along the port side of vessel and under the doek to whiech the vessel
was tied to, The Mate stated that he would notify his Captain or Agents as
goon as possible about the leak. The Ceptain was not sboard at thie time.

e Semples of oil were teken, one from the Mo, 4 port tank on subp ct
vessel and one from the water along the port side of subjeet vescel, These
samples together with statements given by witnesses were taken to the Coart
Guard Base, CGalveston, Texas and there turned over to the legal department,

4

WILLIAM LAZAUSKAS, CSp,.




STATENENT

Texas City, Texas
spril 27, 1944

4s I was standing gangway watch on 8,8, Cities Serviece Kansas,
I not o‘l & leak on the port side, a little af't midship about 1020,
Chief Willism Lazauskas was notified and he arrived on the soene
about 1030 and took charge,
and I

« loNeely, BM2¢ tock a sample of the oll from the water
no-plormthoid port tank, the tank that had the

nk.

In the mean time, Chief Williem Lazauskas talked to Herbert

A, 'Asdal, 3rd Mate in charge of the vessel, 5.8, Cities Service

KEansase, He psaid that was the first time the leak was called to
his attention, e didn't know the cause of the leak, but the Ship
was 24 years old, iie also said he would report it to the Captain
or Iu Agente as soon as possible. The owmer of the vessel is the

Cities Service Company,

I would estimate that about § gallons of eorude oil were coming
out of the leak in an hour,

Kenneth A, Wilson, Sea 2¢.
UeBe Comet Guard (R).
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STATEVENT

Texas City, Texans
April 27, 1944

Wile on patrol the morning of April 27, I was shown a leak
on the port side of the Cities Service Kansas, by Kemneth A, Wileon,
who was on gangway watch at the time. Chief Willle Lazauskas was
notified and arrived about 1030 AN, €0 take chargee

Joe B, Moleely, BM2e took a sample from the water on the port side
of the Citlies Service Kansas and Kenneth Wilson took a sample from
the No, 4 port tank, which had the leaks

Chief Willie Lazauskes talked to the 5rd Mate, Herbert A, Asdal,
who was in charge of the Cities Service Kansas at the time, The
Mate said that it was the first time the leak had been called to his
attention and that he 4id not know the cmuse of the leak. lie said
the Ship was 24 years olde The leek would be repatted as soon as
possible to the Captain or the agentse The Mate stated the owners
are the Cities Service Company, #bout 5 gabloms of orude oll leaked
out per hour,
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Bmis B, Whatley, Sea le.
UeBes Comst Guard




STATEMERT

April 27, 1944

1, Horbert A. Asdal, Srd Nate in charge on 8/8 City Service Fansas,
heme address, 464 Kissel Ave. West Newbrigtom Staton Island, Wew York,
# License 9596, about 1030 this A.M., 1 was shown a leak on above vessel
by United States Coast Guard Port Security wateh, om port side just
aft of midship, just about where Wo, 4 pain tank om port side is loeated,
Leak is sbout 5 gallons an hour, oause of lask unknown as ship is 24
yoars of age, Oargo being dishonrged is Penevides crude, I have been
on this vescel about 3 months as third Eate and this is the first time
leak has showed up and I do not recall of this vessel having any ccllisiom
with anything to ceuse loak, Thie vessel is owned City Serviece Vil
Company, home address 60 Wall Towers, Fow York, New York, ard is under
the W.SeAe

I will notify my Captain or Agent of leak as soon as possible

/c/ Herbert A, Asdal




STATEMENT

April 27, 1944
Texas City, Texas

I was notified at 1030 that the £,5, City Service Kansas was
leakinges On arriving I found that the # 4 hateh port side was leak-
ing approximately 5 gals. per hour, I obtained a sample of oil
- from the water along side of the sudject vessel and ome was obtained
from # 4 hateh port side by Kemneth A, Wilson, Sea 2¢s The ship wes
loaded with light crudes The Mate in charge was notified that the
ghip was leaking and said that it would be taken care of,
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Joe B, VelNeely, Bie




