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;''around  engine  room  ¢o!npa:,rtm®nt.     It  w&8   B©8n  glt   about   the   Came   time
/   ty  Wltt.nbeng  and  tlc¢H:rul.   flaeman  ¥®rlmn,  Z}L..®l  genera€or  operator

and  rqulmon  Rldrrd8on and  Beaver.  who  vese  then  ®n  teat  d®®k,    "e€€,
m&  ®paeAd  the  adam ty  choutlng  .Flr®!*,  and  proo®ed.a ylth hose  gtr@ane
t®  flchtlng  th®  fir..  which  aippeamd  t®  b.  about  15  feet  b®ltro  b®st  dock,
tan  l®®klng deii'n  throt:igh  onoke  in  "ntLlat®re.

Fron  ®tat®nent8  of  the  gtard  foro®,  a  gtL&rd  detected  tri.a  fire
in port  aide paa6ag®  on  tt^'  a.ck whll.  on  petrol  at  12157  A.  H.    H®
fro®dle€€ly trannd€tod  the tlanp ty his  thlatl®  {which  each  guard  carrie.),
thlch VA8  hoard  a€  the  gate  houco  at  South  eld®  of  pl£r ys.    The  gate
houco  g"rd  notlfl.a  Sh®  yard  flr®  fropartment  ty  t®l®phon®,  the  c&11  b®1ng
re¢ei"d et  1102 4  M.

ELmy ]tsqtry~{®xploped  lo/21/ba.}  tl®g  the  fireman  dr8gigned  to
patrol  IAtt  nd  ttB'  ae¢ka  of  thiS  chip  on  the  12A.  H.  -  8  A.  tt.  Shift.    HS
Bald  he  veg  checking  .tat€room doors  and  found  them  locked.  hat  otharylgt
could  not  i®®  anything  irrong.     H®  v&.  ®A  .e#  deck  wh®n  the  flr®  va&`  ;`
detected,  and  r*p®rt®d  that  wh.n  h®  reached  the  eo®ae  ®f  the  flae  on  W
deck,  1S  "e  trapellng fact.

#1lll8mg  W®18h,   flaezBgivl®ed®r  for  the  ®ntlre  8hlp,  tra8  on
•8.  deth    He  aeport®d  theLt  when  the  llght€  bo€an  to  din h®  vent  to  Pal
deck,  th®r®  ho  heard  a  yell,   #"®ro  1.  a  flr¢  ®n  W  deck.  port  81dep.
1Pbon  ar]rlwh  on  fl^P  d®€k,  h®  A®ted  that  €h®  flse  .eem.a  t®  be  coblng
from  the  qr±cinlSy  ®f  8t&t®room8  #lk  and  #16.   then  burst  out  8uldenly  and
xpaead  "pldrty.

Jocoph  Juld,   fl"man-1n®pect®r  ln  this  part  of  F&.rd,  w`'\.a  on
m®th®r  Shir,  when  the  fire  w&a  d®toct®d  and  procoed®d  to  the  flAlexander",
whore  lt  uag  reported  to  bin  that  ¢her.  "as  a flr®  on  the  "u®=and.I".

An Jqny  inepe®tor  named  S¢.uner.  on  toard.  Called  ¢he  Tdrd
phone  operator,  at  lsco  A.  X.  and  &€k®d her  €®  coil  the  Cltr ripe  Depertaent.
A*  ho  failed  t®  1dentlfy  hipa®Lf,   She  did  not  d®  co.   a  8®mal  proeedtise  t®
prevent  Cley  FLr®  P®givrtneq€  from  re.pondlng  to  fake  ®r  untL®ce.earv  alam..
the  did.  hov®v®r.  call  €h®  Flant  rlae  Pep&rtaene.    Eer attexp€e  to  ordl  beck
to  lden€1fty  Hr.   S€®urner  w®r®  un€®®c®€€ful  a.  a.  hed  left  €he  phozL®.

At  l!as  A.  #.,  Oxpt.  ml.ford af the  Yard Plro  a.portroat,
rarmng  fLse  officer  La  charge,  having  ln+e€tlg&ted  and  determLacd  the
mutg"le  of  the  fire,  find  eatabli@hed  firarfl#hting  proc6rfure  for hl8
men,   then  ln9tmcted  the  #3  0&te"n,  Cufard  We8a,   to  call  Ealtlmore  GLty
rlr®  P®¥.gLrtnent.    A  call  'g[o  r®e®1v®d  ty  the  latter  a.¢  1129  A.  H..  bqt
dm®  t®  nlrm*®rgtendlng  ®f  r®p®rt®d  location  the  Flr®  Boat  "D®lng®"  md
#12  C..ty  rlr®  Gonparigr  tt®re  dl®patched  t®  P1.r  8,  port  C!®vington.     Lt.   Smith
of  the  Arry  aall®d  the  Yard  phoac  op®rfltor  &t  1!pe  A.  H.  to  d®temln.
wh®tb©r  Glty  Plre  BBp&rtmiiint  had  been  Oall®d.     At  that  m®n®ut  fire  a[pparat"



i`i`3    .     `/

/I
-h,

•1ren8  Were  andlble  to  both  I.t.  amlth  and  eh®  phone  opeeator  who  aeguned
&&d  agreed  th£!.t   the  caty  Appar8to8  t.i88  on  the  t.ay  to   the  Yard.     At  L!b2  A.H.
whoa  &pparatr®  had  not  arrlv®d,  Lt.  Smlty  pulled  tb®  City  rlre  r`'lg,~rn  box  on
ley  Hl&h#ay  n®Gr  Web8t,er  Street.   out81d®  of  the,  Yf.rd.     m®  8pp8.r£.tti8  1n  the
neantlm®  lap,rm®d  of  tb®lr  error  &n&  cam.  back  lmedl&tely  to  the  Hethlchfin
Tard.  arrlTlng  at  l!h5  A.H.

Cause  of  rire3     All  oral  or  wrltt®n  gt&tonont8  Bubmltted  agree  trigvt   t,he  fire
from  wc.16.1ng  orjer'€ti®n  on  boa.t  deck.     It  is  believed  thatI-\,•Vlaentty   8tatryrt®d  from  vf.la.Ing  orjer€tion  on   oo8..   QgtK.     1.   lil   uc-.ic,u`u   vu.<.

throuch  the  dock pl8t®8.1galting  tb.  t+ood  8trlng.r8  (nailln6  6tripe}.  in  .tste-
rcon.  flu  atid  #16  on  port  aide"Aft  dGo*.   or  Tto.£1bly  lgnlted  the  r®a`  lend  paint
with  which  the  9t®.1  Bark  w8S  apparently  c®&{3t.a.    the  fire  apearently  had  a
good  Start  when  lt  flmlly  br®k®  out  f®  the  8tf t®rool®  end  8prGad  r€fpldly  along
the  paGS&8®t,ay.

I     the  men  on  boat  rieck  Snd  gun,rae  on  "A"  deck  lnm6dlpt®1y  aaderT  pr.

that  were  on  t®©.rd.   ar.a  of  8hlplg  flr®  11n®6.    the
dlffledt  t®  d®t®rmlne  tbe  ®®&t,  of  the  fire.  and  lt

rlre rl
fire  llneG

denelty  of  Smok®  rmd€  1t  dLrfl€i?Lit   3®  tletermizL€   €Iic  €Fti`,  ul   I,+I.T  ,N„   _u  .,
ls  lllely  the.t  th.  first  Streans  w£Jo  no3  u8ad  t®  Hexlnrm  effect.    On  ret>elpt
of  th. tlarm  at  the  yard  fire  at&tion,  thptg*ln  ml8ford proaeed.a  to  Pier  8
with  ¢he  6ervlce  tructe.    Aft8r  rrvlonlng  the  situgitlon  the  servlre  t"ch  wF<®
diapatch.a  to  the  flreetgtion  for  8,118vp.±lab]®  gag  mpsks,   and  wore  +J€g
91v.a  that  calef  'giv'el8kltl@1  b®  notlfi6d.    me  orera`tor  had  dlffloulty  ln
notlfylng  tho  thief  who  ®rrlved  on  the  9e.a.  about  2!00  A.EL.    Othar6  proxptly
notlfled.1n.,iud.a  a.in.  W.1111a.   Oaneral  Sag,lt.   Ore.ty,  HO.  Hodd*in8on.
fuplt.  of  Plant  Prote¢tlon Hunter.  and  othera.  all  of  whon  r.Sponded  lmodl&tolF
Po  I.roven¢  el6ctrlcal  flre8  the  8hlp'g  llght6  were  extlngrlahed.  after  which
flaBhllGht8  9hando  were  tig®d.

At  .lea,st  four  of  the  g®ven  21/2'  t2o8e  llne8  ®n  the  chip  were
pl&o®d  ln  Service  ln  &ddltloa  to  g,one  ship.S  ho88  liaet5.     Clt}.  Fire  Pepartaont
a.nt  out  throe  alg^rm8  and  thGlr  app8.ratus  toot  .tiction  froro  city  Street
trydrants  onlH  with  th®  e*ceptloa  of  one  flr®  ticat.  which  took  8tictlon  fran
tiny  end  I.&ia  lln®§  along  the  pier.    haother  flm  boat  Stood  b"    One  Ooaat-
aunra  boat  also  rp8pond.a  but  app8reatly  fundtion®d  only  by  playing  8tr@6]D8
fran  thalr  boat  Onto  the  tmt8i€`e  of  gblp.    the  5cO-grlloa  trailer  pap  fran
Hey  Elgh'wlgy  g`nd  t.he  one  fron  the  ho+.'er  Yrfrd  were  brotlght  to  the  pleb  hit
w.I. not tig.a at  th. fir"   th attapt ua8  n8.de  to lord thch- ln tha- Ship
to  pap  Out  Water.  tnt  this  tcaa  not  suece88ful.    me  Olty  fl3..a  Dap€.Lrtn`3nt
flood-118htlng  equipment  proved  moat  rdunbl8  &s  ship89  light.8  tre!re  all
extlngivLch®d.

"®  fire.   Starting  ln  or  around  8tateroomg  #lk  and  #16  ®n  port  cid®
Of  ttl'  {1eck.  broke   out  into  the  pflsgftg®¥€fy Snd  trftvel¢d   tou&rd,  both.  and  Stem
ae  ftir  as  the  ghlplo  mln  at&lrwsy8.  where  1S  was  held  lnchack.    1€  chao
travolea  throuch  tva  crocG  pao.agrarc  .a  th.  starboard  p&asagowar  onlAl  a.pck.
wh.r®  lt  uas  affiln  held  ln  check.    tacked  ¢.oor8  to  mny  a,tqtercon8  on  Wltt  a.ck
were  broken  open    &na  celllng  ghepthlng  |iartly  removed.  to  8€ie  that  fire  held
no¢   Coariunicf!rt6d  to  these  tireab     fu  atte.apt  I,"trJS  #.E>de  to  r@g2ch  the   I.~`ept   of   the
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flae .ty  mttlng €hseut+ noor  of  t>®at  deck  atove!  hat  afte:-  rez&ovlng w®S&
€®eerlng  ®f  deck  the  yaS©g  from hoB©  gtr®an€  ketit  the  .te®l  qul&€es  go  wet
thffib  es  out€1ng  thrch  rsould not bg  uB®d.      A  Binllar  8tt®xpt  to  out  throuch
the to&t  deck  inS¢  » pe#t  aide pa88af:a  of  "I.  a.ck tras  narfe.  and  the  cat
wo`: a  &tout  om-half  coxpl©t®d den  flee-fidieee  found  they ve}.®  the:`.  able
¢®  gmpraarfu  the  th£1roa areas  alroctlF fran  .^tt  dock.

mac the  Sarly  gtng®a  of  the  flro.  Arn}7 lt.  8mlth t.&B  8&1d

k`i::=gfr3F:¥#:i::nin£:flw:3:gr°:=°58ni¥p£[P:r'#ho2l£#id:®£:tw£:
at®pr.Jod  bar  Sngp't.  ¢rQsbgr when  he  firrlv®a.    fro  untor  from  flr®  lin8S  fl¢w®fl
S®ward  gtarbaard  aide,  and  grarful7  oens®  a llat  Eaia  to  have  been  from  a  ky
to  9  degrosa.    thl#  "8  nob  oori®1der®d  ango"8.  htFT®ver.  a8  the  Shlp tf&a
inoey  to  llBt  oasfty.  end  on  a  provlou8  occa8lon  had  llgt6{`.  &amic.h  f:i,8  10
degr®B.    Water  flowed  dorm  lntl  *E"   ,  "0"  and  'C*  deckh  and  into  onglne
end b®116r  "®m  xpac¢a.  tJith  the  grackast  dapth  of wEtGr  th pa8gaavng7a.
P®rt&blg  puxpc  w©r®  &B9®m.d®d  from  the..  yard,  put  on  `[ioar£7.  £rirdL   in  oper&tlon
b®Sor®  the  flr®  was  put  out.

fro  ffro  tr&s  aarclngriiBhad  about  3  A.H.

en©an  - "P!    A  |abor®r8l   clean - up  gang  of  &tout  150  men w®r®  i"8diat®rty

€®  work
the  Shlp
®eatrmd

•+ri

and ty  7  A.M.JLtJ.   VJ     I    +*,*,,1 ---- _____    _    _

givperallF  ch®an®d ap,  lea~vlng llttl®  to  lndlcat&  Chat  a  flr©  hrLd
®xcaps  twmr®  rrfuual  flro  danagr  tfa8  vl8able.

all  debrl8  had tro®n  romved,  v&ter  was  pumped  out,  find

The  prfroclpel  da.Bagr  noted i.ae  ae  foll®va!_E=-__    _ |Z_      _

Peck    -  floor  T)1aceB  over  p®ri  Bld®  8t&t6ro®m8  and  'Tra8aage
ann;-;i~atout  l500  8qiar6  foot.        SomG  wood andhaan

Rat
1mt=C=1®€1  and  walp®rL|,\,*\^P_ r=\r~~    ~--_         _'--''  _   --

cormt  fl®orinf=~ above  floor plat®€  r®nrmd or b`rmod.

Som®n®®rpiat:ffii:g::¥ay°L:t:roil::.°nsr:¥ralslpde;g:n£:,:£g=::ouh
on  anrfaoo.    Thaco  hgrfl  largely rood  or  ooxp.1tlon board wp.118  and  collinga,
atateroon  tltorrs  tro+.on.      ~'|ect:.!c  ti-1rfrngin  trmnoa  ssea§  baclly  dangea.
8®m  mt®r  danagr  ln  .€a€®roors.    3t®.i  "T7Trart®  ch  "A*  dock,  supaprtl:if:
floor  ®£  boat   tlf.ck.  a.1d  not  f!.~T!ear  t}aLdly  danaeed.

"8«  Ito€k    -  fro-ater  and  8one   8mokc  dam¢ffi  Only.

lc»  bee±    cnd  flgr  bect€#-       SORE  twaS®r  danaes,  in:i.inly  on  &tarb®ar{iL

ha®  end Boll®r ao®ntil
no  damS£G  ®xeepc  coat of al®antry up.

tilch,
REqulxpS  #®n  down.  froS  €xpar®ntly


