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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS

/ January 5, 1944.

Lieutenant Drury:

Attached are two coples of despatch no. 34 from
Cape Towr, South Afp}ca eng;;led "Assault committed on
board the 3:*4'.' "EDWARD BELLA:; by Gordon A. Brown, Ameri-
can Seaman“ togetnerwith two gete of signed copies of

sworn statements of seven persons.
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Amarigan vonsulate General
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Cape Town, South Africa, December 7oz k943,

§H§¥@Ht' Assault comﬁifted on board the S.S. EDWARD
et ety BELLAMY by Gordon A. BROWN, American Seaman.

THE HONORABLE:
| WHE SECRETARY, QFf STATH ¢ , e,
\ WASHINGTON, . |

SIR;.
1 have the honor to transmit herewith a memo-
randum prepared by Vice Consul Beyer, together with
.- copies of sworn statemente’ of seven persons, on an
investigation conducted ©n November 15, 1943 by the
. Consulate General intg an alleged assault committed
on board the S.S. EDWARD BELLAKY on November. 13,1943,
on the Chief Officer of the vessel, Herbert L. Lelo,
-+ by Gordon A, BROUWN, oiler. %

It was the opinion of the Consulate General that
sufficient evidence existed to warrant submission of
‘the cuase for possible trial of Browan under R.S. 4596
{46 U.S8.Cs 701) by the appropriate authorities in the
United States *upon hlsg return., Owing to the fact that
the vessel was not equiped to ecarry Brown as a
prisoner, and was outward bound, together with the
bossibility that Iif he were kept in conflnement on
board his life might be unduly endangered in the event
of enemy attack on the vessel, it was agreed by all
parties concerned that Brown sign off of the articles
by mutual consent and be repatriated at the earliest
possible date in order that he might be on hand in the
United Stetes upon the return of the witnesses who
reméined on board the S.S, EDWARD BELLAMY should the
appropriate authorities be prepared to prosecute.
Aecordingly Brown was paid off by mutual consent on
November 16, 1943, and is at present in Cape Town awalt-
ing an opportunity to sign on a vessel bound for the
United States.

The Consulate Ceneral will report by telegraph
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the date of Brown's departure from Cape Town and the vessel
on which he will be traveling to the United States.

Respectfully yours,

\.; ‘l -'t: 1 ) ’,',
\L:\A.r M.“. f: }\ V..}k"vx.:.’}(:;i
Irving N. Lingell
American Consul General.

Enclosures: 7

i lohﬁenlorandu.Ino g "“*‘,_'\
2., Sworn Statement of Gordon Brown. g
3, Sworn Statement by Herbert L. Lelo. 1}
L., Sworn Statement by Hugh R. Moore. I
5., Sworn Statement by Henry A. Lesky. F
6, Sworn Statement by Patrick Gahagan. [
7. Sworan Statement by Joseph T. Townsepd.
8., Sworn Statement by W.D.Killops. ’

Distribution:

Original to Department of State,

1 copy for the Consulate General,Johannesburg,

1 copy for the Recruitment and Manning Officer, War Shipping
Administration, Cape Town.

1 copy for the files of this office.
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en | 0. Bh from Consul Gemeral Irving N. Linnell,
ffea, dated Deceumber 7,1943, ongPre subject of: Assault
Bhe S.5. EDVARD BELLAMY by Gordoh~a. BROWN,American

American Consulate General,
Cape Town, South Africa.

December 7, 1943.

Memorandum,

On the morning of Monday, November 15, 1943,
Ceptain Jorgenson of the S.S5. EDVARD BELLAMY appeared
at the Consulate General and reported that on the
previous Saturday afternoon gordon A. Brown, oiler,
hed assaulted the Chief Mate, Herpert L. Lelo. He
requested my advice as to what action to teke. I
advised him that the proper procedure would be to hold
a hearing to determine the facts of the case as far as
possible and that a decision could then be taken. The
Vaster agreed and it was arranged that the hearing would
be held on board that afternoon at three o'clocks

Aecordingly Mr. Linnell, Consul General, and I went
on board at three o'clock. We were accompanied by
Captain Patrick A. Cavanaugh , Port Representative of the
United States War Shipping Administration, and Mr. Joseph
Brown, representative of the nwecerultment and Manning
Division of the War Shipping Administration, who attended
‘the hearing as observers.

Pach of the followlng witnesses were interviewed
separately and short summarized statewents of thelir
testimony were taken and subseguently sworn to: Gordon
A. Brown; Herbert L. Lelo; Hugh B. Moore, member of the
U.S. Navy gun crew; Henry A. LesKy, Ordinary Seaman;
Patrick Gahagen, member of the gun Crew; Joseph S,
Townsend, Jr., Oiler; and W.D. Killops, Stevedore Superin-

* tendent for Sturrocks (Cape) Ltd., agents of the vessel,
These statements are enclosed nerewith.

As nearly as could be ascertained it seems that what
happened on the efternocon of November 13, 1943, is as
follows: Brown and Townsend upon returning to the vessel
from town heard that several crew members had been given
additional draws, so they decided %0 go up to see the
Chief Mate about getting more money for themselves. 3Trown
had been drinking, and 1ln his own statement says that he
was "pretty drunk", The other witnesses stated that 1t
eppeared that he had been drinking but nomne of them were
prepared to swear thet he was actually drunk. Townsend
and Brown were told by the Chief MNate, lir. Lelo, that it
was impossible to give them any more money then because
the Master had gone ashore and evergthing was locked ups
There was no argument or trouble at this stage of the
proceedings, and both Brawn and Townsend said at the
hearing that they hadn't been very serious about getting
more money but thought they might have a #try at it.
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At this point Hernry A, Lesky came along, and the
Chief 50




Chlef Mate started speaking to him. L Apparently Lesky had
beer ashore for a couple of days wilthout permission and
the Chief Mate told him that he had advised the harbor
police to pick him up and return him to the ship as soon
as possible. He then asked Lesky to give up his pass,
which Lesky did without argument or controversy. It will
be noted from lLesky's sworn staetement that he bore no
grudge against the Chief late for this treatment and in
the hearing he stated that what had passed between the Mate
and himself was their business only and that he had no
objection to anything the Jfate had sald to him.

Brown and Townsend had been standing by while this
coanversation took place between Lesky and the hMate,
and Mr., Lillops, the Ctevedore Superintendent who was
supervising the discharging of the cargo, was also present.
Atv this point Brown entered into the conversation, taking
exception to a statement made by the Mate to lLesky., brown
stated that he had only a vague recoliection of what
happeped but he thought that the lMete had said something
to him. At any rate the kate told Brown that what he Rhad
told lLesky had nothing to do with him and that he should
go to his quarters. Brown apparently then becarne abusive
and struck the Mate several times,

At this point it might be useful to give somse
impression of the personalities involved as they seemed to
us at the time_of the hearing. Mr. lLelo, the Chief Mate,
appeared to be?friendly end mild enough sort of man, and
none of the crew had anything adverse to say about him. In
fact, the ship was generally spoken of by all as a "happy
ship", i.e. there appearad to be no atmosphere of personal
hatreas or dislikes and no clashing of personalities,
Townsend appeared to be good friends with Drown and it
seemed tO0 us at the hearing that he was doing his best to
protect Brown. But Townsend did not seem to be overly
intelligent or alert and in general méde a poor impression
as & witness. At one stage of the hbearing,for example, he
was asked whether ne thought that Brown, at the time,
was rational. His answer was "no, he appeared to be alright,”
or words to that effect, Brown, himself, appeared to be a
bit sullen and I had the impression that he was beling
intentionally vague. When ever & specifiec question was put
to him he would give the reply that he didn't remember or
didn't know, altnough it was possible to pin him down to
certain specific statements in the end.

In view of the impression made by the witnesses we at
the hearing came to believe that Brown did actually strike
the Mate several blows at that time, although Brown and
Townsend maintained that he only struck at the hate, missing
him and hitting the bulkhead behind the lMate. Nr. Killops
said, in the course of the gquestioning, that had that been
the case Brown would have gstruck him since he was directly
behind the Mate.

What happened thereafter is more generally agreed upon.
The ‘Mate went below to the main deck (above controversy had
taken. place in the alleyway in the officers' q.arters) to
summon the police. Brown end Townsend followed him down,
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Wiespateh No. 34 from Consul Qneral Irving N. Linnell,.

§y oouth Africa, dated December 7, 1943, on the subject of:
ssault committed on board the S.3. EDWARD BELIALY by Gordon

A. BROWHN, American Seaman, '

-3 -

Whether Brown went into his room or not for a few minutes,
as he states, does not seem to be material. What is
generally acknowledged is that when Brown discovered that
the Mate was about to call the police he felt that he might
as well do a good job of beating up the Mate so he attacked
him again. He admitted freely, although cautioned to take
dare in his own statements, that he hit the liate first and
that the only fighting done by the late was in self-defense,
This was born out by the witnesses to the second stage of
the assault and by the physical appearance of the men them-
selves on Monday; the liate having obviously been hit hard
several times in the face and Brown with no signs of any
blows on his face. The fight was stopped by members of the
gun crew, although Townsend claims to have assisted in
breaking it up,

~When the police arrived the Master, who was then on

hand, was told that if Brown were turned over to them and

. charged with assaulting an officer before a Nagistrate's
Court he would be fined only a very small amount of money
and released. Accordingly when the Second Assistant Engineer
offered to be responsible for Brown's behavior, the Haster
decided not to turn him over to the Police but to seek the
assistande of the Consulate General in the decision of what
penalty should be applied.

It was felt that good evidence of assault of &an
officer existed in this case and that the offense was
sufficiently serious to warrant action being takend Since
Brown would have to be tried by a court in the United states
before he could be found guilty and the penalties prescribed
by lezw enforced, we were faced with the problem of how %o
arrange natters so that the appropriate authorities in the
United States would be able to teke action if they took the
same view of the evidence that we did. The ratter was
discussed with Brown, and it was declded by all concerned,
including the laster, that the best course would be if Brown
were to sign off by mutual consent. It was not thought
advisable to charge him there and then with assault and
require the liaster to carry him back to the United States for
possible trial as & prlsoner, for the vessel did not have
suitable accommodations to carry a man as a prisoner, and the
risks in the event of an enemy attack would be very great
if he were in confinement. In any event the vessel was due to
proceed to another port for final discharge and it was notb
known what her next assignment would be., It was agreed by
the representatives of the War Shipping Administration
yremsent that they would assist 1n every way possible to
enable Srown to return to the United States before the EDWARD
BELLAMY returned so that If 1t was desired to proceed with
a trial the wlitnesses could be reached before thney dispersed,

It is felt that, whether or not 3Brown is actually
placed on trial for assault, thought should be glven by the
appropriate suthorities to the question of whether such & seaman
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@tch o, 34 irom Cousuv' Geueral Irviog N. Liannell
PR Africa, dated December 74943, on the subject of:
tted on board the S.5. EDWARD BELLAMY by Gordon A.BROWHN
Anmerican Seaman. !

e

~is a proper person to be allowed to continue to go to sea.

~ The presence of persons of his type on board vessels in
wartime is wmost detimental to the successful operation i
of the merchant marine and serves to strain the tenuous
fabrie of merchant marine discipline to the limit. 7y

. Brown escapes scot-free uoon his return to the United
States that fact will become widely knowa among seawen and
officers and the results are likely to be unfortunate on
other vessels and in bhher crews,

Although it has no direct bearing upon whether or not
Brown was guilty of assault in this case it might be
useful to add that Brown stated that he had served a
; sentence of nine months and ten days in El Central, Cali-
28 fornia, county jail for negligent homicide in an auto-
i . mobile accident on March 20, 1942, He sald that he had been
b7 drunk &t the time. He @lso stated that he had been in the
4 United States Navy before that and had beean given a
& dishonorable discharge because he had gone "over the hill"
it . for about thirty days. He hed done this, he said, because
' he was tired of the Navy and wanted to get into the
merchant marine where there was more money to be had., He
sald that in 1941 and 1942 he had served on two Standard
011 Company west coast tankers, H.M. STORY and W.5, - RHEENMS,
and that before joining the EDWARD BRLLANVY he had served
on the IRVING MCDOWELL, & MacCormack line vessel, paying
off in July, 1943. It will also be noted that several of
the witnesses mentioned that Brown had boasted about !
knifing people 1in fights, although he denied this when i
questioned during the liearing. -

L It is apparent that Brown's record has not been a
£ood one and this may give some clue to his character. At
‘any rate it is thought this background might be useful in
determining what action should be teken in his case.

P P -

¥ : “~ Rolend K. Beyer,
American Vice Consul,
Cape Town.
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November &, 12 48, : i\

Union of South Afriea,
Province of the Cape of Good POre,
City of Cape Town,
Consulate General of the United
States of Americas

The undersigried,’ Corden BROWE, @ citizen of the United States of
America, being firat duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

On ths afternoon of November 13, 1943, 1 was pretty drunk and
together with Townsend went to Chief Mate to get another draw, I was
standing in the alley-wey not having t2lked to the Chief Mate about
the draws Leskey and Chief Mate and Townsernd came back to vhere
I wes stending, The Chief Nete wes talking to us =2nd sald something
sbout he ought to have us put in geol., I told bim we were sboard sn
American vessel and T didn't think he could have us put in geol. Ha
told me to shutb up and go to my room. I puess’'I told him I oncht to
bit him but that he wae an officer snd 1 counldn't, Fe szid "come on
and bit me - come on and hit me™, so I attempted to but misesed him and
kit the bulkbeeds Then I walked down the ladder and went to my rooms
The Chief late followed me down .and stood outside my room by the ladder
and threetened to call tha rolice. 1 figured that 1f he wers going to
make that trouble for me I'might as well hit him eore more, 1 went
out and Bit tim several timeés. and I went back to my room and went to
bed. No members of the créw stoppred ne or took me to my room, He did
ot try to defend himself but I had hit him first,

I dddn't know the Chlef Mate from the Second Wate when they were
eparty,

«ﬂn«éﬂ/ i

o BROWN, O1ller,

Subseribed and swomn to before me this l0th day of November; 1943.
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Vige Consul of the Lniteu states
* of Amevics, Cape Town; South Africe,
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Cape Towm; Sewth Alfrices,

Yoyember 1%, 1943

Union of South Africe,
Provirce of the Cape of Goo& FEope; j
City of Cape Town, ' ;
Consulate Genersl of the United .
‘States of America.

The urdersigred Nervert L. LTIC, a oitizen of the United States of
America, being Tirst duly sworn, oh oath deposesg anil 8ays:

On the afterncon of November 13, 1343 I had just come out of Setond
Mate's room after telling Brown and Towuserd (fireman) that 1t wes not
possible to give them a draw uutil the next dsy since the Naster had gome
ashore and the money was locked up. As I came out of the room I me¥ Henry
Teckey, 0¢S,; and told him his shore leave was cancelled owing to his
abgence from the ship without leave for two Ceys, and also that 1 had
told the &ock police to pick up his dock pass snd kold hime Brown and
Townsend wers stending a 1ittle bit down the passege wey. TDrown took
exception to what 1 had told Legkey, steting that 1t was a dirty triek, I
40ld Brown not to interfere in my business améd to gubelow to his quarters,
Fe 'then used abvsive lenguage and threatersd to attack we, cslling me a
"schocl~boy mate”, and steting he would "beat my ears off", send threatening
mes . Then I ordered him below again e struck me saveral times with fist,
I went below to summon zssistsnce Aud help a2rd Hrown followed me down
saying that aas long asg he bad zsone that far he would do a good job of it

. He also threatened to ¢et z knife. "hile below he attackec seversl pimes
end the crew interfered and took him to his foesle. Brown aaid duripg the
struggle that he had *attacked two men previously with knives and gotten
ewvey with i%. [le also threatened to attack me at sea later If ] preferred
charges egalnst him, lHe Yad been ashore just before this incident and may
Lave been drinking but did not sppeer to le drunk,

1 head had no previoug contact with Brown sincé he wes not in my
departiment, : ,

Dated at Cape Town thie 15%¢h day of lovember, 1943,

Herbert Lo LELO, Acting
Chief Offieer,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th dsy of Hovember, 1943,
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77, Rolapd Ky BIVIR, 7.
5 Vice Consul of the Pnited “tates

of ameiticry Cape Town, South Africas



60 Deppatcl Nioe: 3§ sirom Consul Gencread

Iy 9 ‘Towny Boukh Africa, dated December 7
POl Ulle subject ol Ascalilt commitied on boArd the 3.8,
TS AT R Wk o AL A ey I T NELT A oL 8re' s 2 -4 A o v
SELAARIYC BY Gordon A. DROVN, Ameriean Seaman,

AFPIDAVIT OF HUGH Ry IFCORE.

Cape Town, South Africa,

November 15, 1943,

I weas present when G, BROWN attacked the
ChiefiOfficer; he was using abusive lanzuage énd
threatened to knife him.

G BRQVN attacked him several more times while
we were trying‘to stop him. He made statements
of previousiy wounding other men with knives, I'm not

sure whether. he was drunk,

o et gl df I rrea

Hugh M, Moore.

—— - -

Subgcribed and sworn-to béefore meé this 15th. day of

November, 1943,
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T we's present when the Chief Gfficer was
attacked on board ship.
Tha Chisf Officer talking to me when
G, ted and used very 2busive
languase to the Chief Officer for pancelling my

shore leave,

1o his quarters and G. BROWN attacked him hitting
him several btimes with his fists,

The Chief OUfficer then went below to summon

control G. BROWN ahd. Brown

asglstance to

nim below and acain attacked the Chi uifTiger

everal times. e thresntened el a rom
the gelley and stab the Chief Off1 ind also
-hrestened to attueck him at gea 1f eny chargss were
{e made mention atv 5 time
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Heflry A. Lesky.
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ubseribed and sworn to before me tRls 1oUN.

day ofHowember, 19405,
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P Erclobure 1jo.6  to Despatch No. 3 Tron Consul General
“Trviag L. Linoell, Cape Town, Sonth africe; dated December
7,-19k3, on the subject oft fAssault cormitted on board the

8.8, ENARD BELEAKY by Gordon 2. BROWN, Jfrerican Heemalls

A9

AFFIDAVIT OF PATRICK GAHAGAN.

¥
Cape Town, South Africa,
November 135, 1943
.
I was present when G. BROWN attacked the
: Chief Officer on board ship,
My first knowledge of anything wrong was when
Mr. Lele came dowﬂ to the main deck intending to
get some assistance to control. G, BROWN,
G. Brown attacked the Chief Officer seversal
times as while he was attempting to summon assistance
and threetened to knife him. He made mention at this
time of previously woumding others.
L . We separated Brown and Lele having to use forge
] %0 do so. [Moore and I}. iLifter we separated them
i Erown agein . strueck the Chief Ofricer, and g member of
the black gang lod Brown to his room., I couldn't tell
whether Brown was drunk or not,
e G Tl B e
J:Aﬁf&iﬂéﬁlu-4t‘igﬁkiéi a2 W
: Patrick Gahagans,
Seaman, lst class,
Sunscribed aﬁd sworn to Eefore me this 15th,.
; day of November, 1943,
aaiaRy & i . P s i e
s o ¥ PR T i v _v_:ic,tﬁf;;;::;ltii;. £ L

Rolana'K.. beyer. ¢ . -
Vice Consul of the/United States
of Americd.




Cape Town, South Africas
November 15, 1943.

tnion of South ifrica,
frovinee of the Cape of Good Hope,
bity of Cape Town, _
Consulete Genersl of the Lnited
States of America.

The wndersigned Joseph 35, TOMMETAD, a citizen of the United Stefes of .
fmerice, being first duly sworn, on cath deposes and ssys:

On the afterngon of November 13, 1943, we &sked ihe Chief lWate for
. A draw sand were told it wase too late. The Chief licte theén spoke to Leskey
asing him for hiz pess ince he h d overstayed his lesve, 1 think SBrown
then spoke to me. The Chief Wate apparently thought ihe remeri hed ‘been
made to him end $old Brown “to shut up or ¥'ll have you put in geol too.”
‘ An srgumept started end Brown got angrier and made a poss at the Chief
? Wete, missing him. They them went below. Brown went into his rogm, and
then came out sgain and they got into a fight. 1 had not been drinking
but Leskey end Brown were pretty well drunk. ‘I know Browmn ouite well and
think he 1a a"right guy". ‘

I aﬁ!pretty positive but not certain that the Chilef late went downetairs
first to call the police =zud then Brown came down & little laters

I helped to-stop the -fight on the main deck. i

Dated a2t Cepe %own, South nfrica,~tbis.151hrday of  November, 1943,

jx// g .C/)J ”L)z

Torfoh ¥a TOV Lu.n.xD Mr, :c’r’

Subscribed apd sworn to before me this 15th day of Novemher, 1943,

/,4;/ ,..-J; ///
s AR o
L(‘lc,!d '-c b {{‘R

Vice Consul of” the United
Stetes of Amaice, Caps Town,
South Africas.
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Envlosure Ho. 8 ©to Despatch Ho» 9y, Frof Consul General
TPVvine Y. Linneld, Cape Town, Louih Africa; dated
december 7, 1943, on the subject ofy Asspult cormitted on
poard the 3i 3. BUHARD, BELLAMY DY GOTUON ‘A% ORI, American
Leanuan,

AFPIDAVIT OF W.D, TILLOPS.

1 was present when G, BROTHN attacked the Chief

Vfficer in the starboard peseageway of the officers’
guarters on or about four D.M. November 13, 1943,

n. Rpown was -ordered below by the Chief Officer
.and upon heing go ordered became VOIY abusive and
threatened to ebtteck the Chilef Officer.

G, PBrown then struck the Chief Oificer several
blows with hiag fists and the Chief Officer then went
below to summon saaistance snd G. Brown followegd him
below @nd resumed the attack,

This attack was unprovoked and I think that
G. Brown should be penalized.

G. Brown had apparently been drinking before

he returned aboerd ship.

PRRIITy ATl A R gl TR TP S
W, De Killope s
Stevedore Superintenfient,
sturrock (Cape) Limiteds

aubseribed and sworn to before me This 15th. day

of November, 1943. 2 b L Bt £3
S, . e A AP IEN S 4 B g T
oland*kE. Bevyer. ;
1of the United otates of
Amgricaa
C/r




