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UNITED  sTATEs  CoAST  GUAFaD
LONG BEACH 2, CALIF.

ADDRESS  REPLY  TO:

DISTRIcl-COAST GUARD  OFTICER
ELEVENTli  NAVAL DISTRICT
RffER  TO  FII.E:       .T`.,`HT``,l`    C-1347

27   +dL.E+1.St,   ls45

(c)mi)

ri-'o :               I.i-.e   cc}ri`=Tlandari.t    ({3l,I )

Via.:           1.   4Lct-in`i   CIC,   :`2i-.jrie   lr+spect,ion,   lllvD
2.   -ic,:ai:,,   ||£r

i,.i-.bjs       i,:,  =i  ,I,-i,--I;   .=,il   si=ill

1.                =ur8i`.8-.-i.;   -ue   ncitifieat.,io.n.   b:-i.fze   COT'P,   Ijos  ii-.i.a,€1es,   that.   a.n   I,?il
s.pill   had   oGciJ'=Ted  S::  19  ....i:i.u`:,+i,,   1€,.£:,5   ±|`o!-:.i  the   S£=j   :i`,I   Cjj!`=Yj   at  i.er.+uzi   119,
C,:ljTLi.orni€3,  ;il+ipbu.ila±r.i:  A;;or.i-j3r`at.ion,   `Ter.r£-tinal   IslarLd ,   :Jalil-ornia,   this
E¥h&miriirig   Off.icer  .boardeci  .i;=e  vessel  on  ;I,0  +iu.gus-l,,   lc,4£  at  fer.i,ri  1€4,
rtTilming'ton,   Calif-.oi-nia ,   a.ft,:i_  .=Lad€,   a-hi  irivestiga`L-i,cm  to  det€l-.ffidi-ie   the  fact,S.

-Pi.i-:i :ti,;i`   =r_I.i-.VILI`.-Ti!D   -

2. 0.   :LToie,   =:aster,   i,i.  i`i   C:-=i;L|r
i;.   i-c:rjiLa,moi.iitz,   i,ecct-fiJii   tLate,   sb   ]=,i   uji}`rii`I-
i.-.   ti„   Ca3..`}tart,   T';.,ira   :-ate,   SS`   EL   CdivTE¥
I:.   i.   i,~iorg.ai-i,   C: `ieI'  i=.jjr±pr.ttan.

-i!`±..i-.ii,e-b   oii`  FAer   -

3.                i;-_€   i±   i-.i  i=.=Tj `.i   j`s   a.   -:ELi.bo-elect,ric   tani.=el.,   Official  .TLio.   246137.
r+::e   v€sE.ei   i=.   I._pc-I.€`.+.€ii   I,,.     i€i'.,'i-`~-Lil   Lei!]liclse   C;om|:jan3;1,1nc. ,   4201,e.`!:iriat,on

.`,<vet'ii_1_= ,   :.€i`.   'j_-,3r:.:,   TL-.    -i:.   f.Or   the   .:ar.   tl`jippin£,I   i`,idrinistrat,iciri.

4..                  u'z-_   ill:   ..i_.£ti_st,   I,S`£,.5,    t±!c   £,CJ   3-:i   €±'E\rjY  \tlj'as   at   Berth   1=1.9,   `ti:an  itedro,
i.€1i==?1P.iE..,   Ciisc!-`araTing  gasoline   anc`i  a,t   t,l^:a   sa¥ne   time  load~ing.  bLi_nker  f6Lrel
oil  in*io  iTo.  i   taj3j:s.

5.                ;_t,  ±~,p?-=o:T:i.T[Ei.Eel:I  19'00  ari   oil   Sp±n   occLrlrred   fro{3!  i`:o.18t,arboard
t€tihi:r:.     .=t  t:r';I_-i   t|.}e  I-ieriiiae-1  :„   :.c:n.Iaro\.,`itz,   i-eec)ncl  l'j,Irate,   assisted  'fj:,r  t,T,'O
gible   searri€r?.,   tt'o   3rdinar=;r  s€,aLifien,   ai-ii::   i.I:e   C]..{ief  punpmen  i.,7a8   a..in.   c}iarge   of
tE-e   loadiri£.L'   Opc+rat,ion.     ILt   i,r,e   t,iHI_`   .b].Le   spill   Occurred   LCJ`chla.mo\!`ritz  was
e-_1g.aged   iE'!   ._.isc'L`ar£:irig.    -=`asolirie   f.Lr.o3!-i  I.\j'o.    £.   .qt8.rbrjard   t€i.nf=   €+Lnd   checking
tie  ullage   of  t,arrfe=s   2,   3,   8\itd  4 .... iorg``an,   +uhe   chie±`   i=jumpman,   17.,'as  vjatcri.ing
ilo.   i   stai-.boaiqcqi  btml=el.  tank  1.,Fich  \Jtas   ta,I:=in.:i;  fu.el  oil  from  ashoi'cL`   €i.t  an
appro::ii-1.;ate  loading'  -fa,+je  of  1,000  ba.in.els  per  I.jour.     Ihe  expansion  truck
i-7a.tci-i   cover  Tag  up  and  }Te  I,.'as   check].`n£.  on  t,i?e  ra.te   of  i.illing  ty  observing
tl-je  oil  level  as  it,  1-.ose  ori  the  lacider.    jit  approximately  1900  1.3c  observed
tha-b  +i,re,  level  o±.  TLhe  oil  in  i¢o.  1  starboard  ta,ck  was  slightly'  jiiore  than
12  iriches  beloi`T   I.11,e   ol-i.se`u  Fjart  of.  the  tarfe  top.     j\,torgan  TTu'ent  to  !\To.   5  tank



uDCGo,   nl\JD   (omi)

F.ile   .;„`j"   C-1347
27  at`gust,  1945

i,+iere  the  mate  res  stationed  and  informed  him  tinat  i\To.  i  tank T7as  almost
fi.lil.    T.'..hile  he  was  I,alking  to  tli.e  mate,  oil  spouted  ±`rc)in  the  i,op  of  t.h.e
expansion  trunk  of  l\{o.  i  starboard  tank.    TI.je  nrate  shouted  to  the  dock
lnan  to  stop  punpin€;-  bu.t  before  +uhis  order  could  be  executed  approximat,ely
five  barrels  of  oil  over.flowed  on  the-  deck  approxima.tely  tT,-o  barrels  of
which  overflov7ed  into  the  harbor  water.    The  scupper  plugs  ir,jere  all  in
place  arici  this  reduced  t.he  aniount  of  oil  the,t  T,rent  overboard.

6.              W}:en  the  dock  p-unp  T.`as   sliut  down  tLt`:e   oil  settled  doi`m  in  the
expansion truri?rr  of Rlo.  i  tank,  indicating  ti-±at  the  tank  v,'as  not  full,  but
that  appal-ently  the  spill  had  been  caLised  b}.'  an  entrapment  of`  air  1.inder-
ueat,h  tEi.e  offset  portion  of  the  tank  top.

7.            A  second  spill  occurred  at  appro.¥iITLltely  2200,  same  date  and  the
same  pumpman  was  involved.    At  this  time  he  'r,ad  topped  off  the  port  :.\?o.  1
tank.    lie  had  signaled  I-or  the  dock  purrtpman  to  stop  pumping  while  the  oil
was  some  distance  from  the  top  of  the  expansion  +i,nink  and  had  ti-:en  secured
the  expansion  i.I.unk  cover.    He  th.en  told,  the  dock  man  to  blow  ou+.  the  fill-
ing  line  \i`fitk  compressed  aLir.     Ttr:r:en  this  vv`as  done  the  oil  remaining  in  the
line  Tv'as  dischanged  into  i\Jo.  i  tank and  almost  coxplet,ely  filled  it.
apparently  tile  dock  punpn.ran  allowed  t.1e  compressed  air  to  re]min  on  the
line  too  long  and bunilt up art  air  pressure  in  the  tank  and  forced  oil  to
overflow,'. out  of  the  No.  i  starboard  tank  vent  pipe.    Before  t:r.is  situ.ation
could be  I`emedied,  approximately  three  barrels  of  oil  overfloi',`ed  on  the  deck.
Approximately  one  barrel  v!7ent  into  tr:e  I.=arbor.

-  CONCLuslcINS   -

8.             T`e  first  spill  i..as  caused  by  failure  o±`  the  punpman  to  slow  douni,he  loading-  rate  to  top&  oi`f  the  tank  as  the  oil  level  neared  the  off set
portion  of  the  ta]ck  t
being  too  full  and  :=a:a .    I.he  second  spill  irl.fas  partly  due  to  the  tank

y  due  to  the  fact  that  too  mich air pi.essure  was
admitted  into  the  line  to  clear  it.      The  punpman had  been  on  the  vessel
for  approl.irmtel},`  a  year  and  a  half'  and  'L-T,.as  experienced  in  their  marmer  of
filling  the  tanks.    For  this  reason  he  lrtas  r=i,Ven  an  admonition  I oi.  fa,ilure
to  redi`c€.   +uhe  fj,11ili&-  rate,  in  a  mariner  it,`:nick vL ochd  have  enabled  him  to
top  off  the  I`vTo.  i  starboard  f`3.el  oil  tank  properly.     In  the  second  spill
it  appeares  that  i,be  chief blame  rests  v,'ith  tbe  dock  pumpman  for  admitting
too  }mch  air  pressu.re  into  the  filling  line.

-  REcO!iffv"¢DATICINS   -

9.              It  I..a 1-.ecormi,ended  tiiat  t}-.e   case  be  closed.

±?.-!m#
Lt.   Comdr.,    U€:tcx}R
Exanining`  Officer


