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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
Eastern District of Louisiana /
New Orleans 12, Louisiana /

December 28, 1944

Captain of the Fort,
United States Coast Guard,
New Orleans, La.

In Re: Discharge of oil into the Mississippi
River by SS EL OCEANO, moored to
Orange St. Wharf on July 17, 194ke
Your file CG=6614

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your communication dated August 1, 1944,
reporting a violation of the Refuse Act in connectiocn with the above
m&tt‘r .

The United States Engineer Office does not recommend prose-
cution in this case for the following reasons:

Negligible amount of okl in river. The wartime use of the
vessel immediate cause of pollution.

This office concurs in the above finding and we are there~
fore closing our file in this case.

Very truly yours
For the U, S. Attorney

/s/ N. E. Simoneaux
N, E, Simoneaux,
Agst, U, S. Attarney

NES:cam

ce
United States Engineer Office, New Orleans, La.




UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

ADDRESS REPLY TO

GAPTAIN OF THE PORT
NG QRL,EANS,, LOUISIANA
CG-6614

1744 A.lL;J‘ / [‘jf“‘.; 2 O:)

1 August, 1944

‘ PORT SECURITY SECTION (f\{ﬁ
To:  THE COMMANDANT (ops) .:S“:E ¢/
Via: DCGO, 8th Naval District (ops)
Subj: O0il Pollution Act, 192843 violation of
a0 Forwarded herewith for your information is report of

violation of 0il Pollution Act, 1924 (U,S.C, Title 35, Sec.
431-437), furnished in compliance with General Order No. 7,
U. S. Treasury Department, U. S, Coast Guard, dated 2 Sep~-

tember, 1941.

g, Analysis of oil discharged into Mississippi River,
together with analysis of 0il from vessel, has been for-
warded with report to the District Engineer, War Department,
Copy of report has been forwarded to U, S, Attorney.

1. Report of W. A, Sickinger - g7 dJuly, 1944,
5. U. S, Customs Laboratory Report #1913/4 - 27 July, 1944.

Ind~1
DCGO, 8HD (ops)
661
3 August, 1944

To: The Commandant (OPS)

Forwarded,

| [ J. GIDIER
By ldirection
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Witness: Sigmeds kereilo Todorovie.®
um.A Sdcldnger, C8p.(Ps), WO,
50' The statenent secured from the Chief Mate by Crain is as
19th July, 194k,

“In discharging bellsst water the oll followed the ballast
water into the river. The discharging of this ballast water begsn st 1415

17 July, 194, sccording to the ship's log this date, 5. 5. EL UCRAND,
m{ommu.ww.mm.m, la.

m! Re Fo Rose, Chief Nate,
S. s. EL éWC
ilinosses:
J.* nl m'dl’ 5’. " W.
J.C.&m, e » YSeoR ,

6 . Samplee secured in this case have been subuibtied to the




| 27 dudy, 19%i.
8. 8e Egtmm L k’: 4
Orange St. sharf,

Ue 3¢ Customs laboratery and & report of thelr findings accompanies
- s '

this report.
y’mﬂr Getpes LiD)y




LABORATORY REPORT oo o I

U. S. CUSTOMS LABORATORY

_ Bew grlesns, Lee i Y21k 19
Sample of OIL & OXLeiaT P MELTUME Received 1N“
Sub db 3 DIFENoFL S
u mltte' N S glv o ol L iv. No i P:rgf"w'?f&ﬁ;‘ﬂ" Sonr *H
Entry Nob. 0% _oneh GUard, arkg Boored %0 the Orenge St. Wherf b 0845 7/19/44 by Jack R,
Sradn Bpi/e (Fol.) & . loverton, Gp3/6 (PuSe)j) Bemple of oll
Importer tken frogrmeer Biseissippd Rlver vlde the fe.8. HL
OCLANO moored to the Orange St, wherf ot Wi9/4 ty e
Required .. S dyaise kb rqme mem newmed «bove.
Other daithpessbminge o &8 bas She S0om e TG 5o SNSES. "  TEoE TN
REPORT
one semple of oll ani ene sumple of thidk ellewuter emuleion.
DL me— From tenks of
g8 L QGEANO i 4

one pint ene pint

Aprrosizote volume of semple
01l in esulsion swvpareied by solvenisy
centrifuging, «nd sslective distill-tion.
Ansliysis of olles
Specifie Gruvity (30 0) 04960 0.95 (apyrond
Saponifioc:tiem test Bineral ofl Binersl ofl

Theve snelyses show Wt these oils sle petroleum olls of the type of
heavy fusl oll.

Chief Chemist.

U 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOR 2—11138
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Few Orleans, la.

19 July, 1944
My neme 18 Dinke Buljevic, snd I am Chief Engineer abodrd the 5. S.
El Qeceano, rty of the W. 5. A. Panamsnian Section, flying the flag

of Panama, T have no home address, being a native of Jugoslavia, I would
state that on Sunday, 16 July, 1944, my ship finished unloading sugar at
Stayvesant Docks, in New Qrlssns. Upon conclusion of these operations,

my ship was completely light, I had orders that the ship was to be shifted
to Orange Street "harf, To make this shift, it was necessary that 1 take
on water for ballast, T took on sbout #00 tons of water into my deep tank,
This tank has been used for fusl, but not for the past two trips, or for
sbout the past two months, We left Stuyvesant Docks at about 7100 pele,
the night of Sunday, 16 July, 1944, and proceeded to Orange 5t. Wharf.

on board my ship we have but one pump, and this is used for ballast
and for oil transfer, but is not used to take bellast on, but enly te
discharge it, Rezardless of hew careful one alht be, there is always an
accumulation of oil in the line, and in t e pump, Therefore, on ¥onday,
17 July, 194k, at about 2:00 p.m., when I ordered the ballust discharged,
the oll sccumulation came out with the ballast and went into the river,
Not more than some 4 or 5 gallons of oil reached the river from my ship.
Pumping operations were concluded at about 2:00 pem. on 18 July, 1944,
I have read the above statement and I find it to be true and correct in
detail.

Signed: Dinko Buljevie
Chief Engineer

witness:
vm, A. Sickinger, C.Sp.(Ps) USCGR

My name is Momeilo Todorovic and I am 3rd isst, Engineer. I have had
the above statement read to me in Jugoslavian by the Chief Engineer, and it
is true and correct in dstail,

Signed: ldomeilo Tedorovie

“ witness:
wm. A. Sickinger, C.Sp.(PS) USCOR

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY.

() Ul Ll Ty Al
%. D, EDWARDS, JR., Lieut. SCOR




Kew Orlsane, La.
19 July, 1744

In dischsrging ballast water, the oil followed the ballast water ingo
the river. The discharging of this ballast water began at 1415, 17 July,
1944, according to the ship's log of this date., 5. 3. OCE N0, woorad te
the Orange 5%, Vharf, New Orleans La.

Sisned: He. Feo Hooe
uuj.@f z-’dt'
3¢ 5o El Oceano

itnessen:

Jack R. Crain, Sp. le (PS) USCGR
Je Co nowertonﬁﬁp. le (P8) USCOR
JERTIFIED TO BE TRUE COFY.

/ N

Ry 8805 L‘(,( YA LT
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