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PSTATES  COAST  GUAF3D  V/

OE- 4rduslARA

19  Hov®nber  1946

Frcm:    Comander,  8th ¢oast  Guard Distrlot  tdnl)
tog        Th.  Oonnardant  tHyl )

Subj:    SS EIJZA JRE NIenorsoN,  oil  pollution thll®  1oedlng  oargo' of
fcol  oil  .t  Sb®u  tookS,  Houston,  T®Ia8,  on  October 22,  1946.

1.          In  further ref®renc®  to  the  above  subjoot  and  letter  eddros8od  to
you on  51  October  1946,  together vlth  the  flndinge  of  fact.  you vlll
plca8®  find  ®nclosod  Copy  ®f  a  l®ttor  r®colv®d  free  the  U.  S.  Engineers
Offlc®,  GalTeBton.  Texas,   the  oont®nts  of  whloh  are  8®1fng=planatory.

2.          Fran  tbe  attached  Copy  received  from the U.  S.  Engine.rs,  lt  ap-
pears  that  they  con81dor  the  cage  olo8ed.

JaEN  I.  oErm
/By dlr®otlon

AB  &bov..



¢`,    ~/

5ijEL

I.

ts - ur
ca8tfict Su*t enrd ewe-a
Hgiv *"1 RIetrig* {dR;L}
tw dr&nne  9*, &m18£An

inr err,
Tear a.i*tur ed ae ®ehaie-gr 13giv.  £lho thH*laBohcai[ "-

&H m¢behaen, &drdco&and to tb. u. 8. ±rqr Ang#zp-. he Oha"
frotrict. in. b.®a eveed:m& in dha €iffico - th tiqlqin ed
th eel F®llHtien Add ty the se "i*  tiae m¢holSca* rdtb rfu®h
tfro 1"or an€.  ceennd &n th tin;tory inBimr tab. Sunndietica
ef thi. ¢ffith   rex Fro rmso givBLzra* :y`m* &rf &drleed tint the
thlve-tin tyglzner mctriut., £me®faf « ±t echn®idq trth tr*
*thed#=L#tr?fiH#Hatngri±±t#€Hxp"fFL::::+i:i:¥Tsg=:

tb ELt.4 et.tee  fffiEiiiap* Bfl"ifrm Hut=tl&ut at ha*4  hi-
&tlriard th±.  ®ffico  tide qut.a ae dilseaadeimE±®- ram nbel *atldb
be thhaB *grlut .ny ve"l rmtl fry th lig;nsegr of th. th±ttl ELto,
eun thengb qp.mtd ty * primtrlprmaaed L€mqy. for ti®dr*fu ct
tiro "1 REldelca Ace ®p ®th€ mritfroe attica-ref.   fromf®M. tan
timca camds rsormcaa .gtica *a±q*€ the es m±ft fro radbdha
riac. rse *qer± tht*- che fro in-I. ty 1=b- Tar 8m" Jidpininthtifty

lkebeE* th* ."*tl hrd a.Lan-4 tedca. ap ldndlgr€ica nd4innd¥€iffiffcocki#thTri¥¢¥onr:g:L¥co=:::::gt®f
laedgivefty, aegleet er arfueedbe ca the grr€ at ]prngun.I at the
g8 Elin tim. mchal*qfty &t appmn  iu]de  tha* T±oht±m " ubgiv
rfu±trRE .ri z"ulun in in "derda.1 prbua irtyrty.   -fagt* 1t
it th 8p±nsm at *m.  anco carfe a® *otien &hcald to thha &griRE€
the pmmel Sf the ae mlei *aBIr ractLdeut.

pen =zE RE"ce mpngm*

try trty -.

es*   RE€.4 fatco &ttosony
€chhean mStrict ®f €In*heed a* I-

r. I. mqHREAEL¥or.haifrorfu



UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD
NEW  OF=LEANS  9.  LA

ADDFtESS  FiEPI.Y  TO

DISTRICT COAST GUARD OFFICER
EIGHTH  NAVAL  DISTRICT ( dmi )
REFER TO FiLE:    cG_I,{|p;.i2OO_ss   =H,|IZA  TjINH  I`\ilcHorsEN

L,,?   i\i3V     5

bl  October  1946

To:                     The  commandant   (]irlv| }

Subj :            :.:eiL:7#  :g¥h¥E:H3::TkHL:T:  Tg::s:::}uE,::::,W::i:218:%::`:rc:;g:  °f

1.                    In  furtber  refer.ence  to  t,he  above  slibject  please  find  inclosed
I.epol.t  of  violation  of  oil  pollution  act,  reported  by  the  Officer  in  Charge,
M&rine`  Inspection,   Hous,ton,   'l'exas.

2.                    This  repol.t  is  for'warded  to  you  for  your  infol.nation  and  f iles.
You  will  be  furt,her  advised  of  the  final  disposition  of  this  case.

g%
JOIN  F.   OETm
By  dil`ection

Incl,
As   above



WAR  DEPAF3TMENT
UNITED   STATE:S   ENGINE:ER  OFFICE

NEW   ORLEANS   DISTRICT

REFER  TO  F.LE  NO.         Las#EL  sea.2alb   {S}
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NEW  ORLEANS (9).  LA.
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S.nlor H6aring Off loop

UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD
730o "hato stre.t
HouBtca,  u,  toae.

HerAtEanifeFiferin®  froering  Unit.

Can. Ho. CG"Hri28cO370

24 October 1946
a

r®!            Couand®r Eighth coast Guard D18trlct    (qrd).,

SutjS       SS  E11a& Jane Nlohol!en;  Oil p®lutlen,  utill®  leading  ergo  af
fuel  ®u  &t Sheu Dooke,,  Houet®n,  Te=ae,  cai 22  October,  1946.

ndrmlNGs or FAcrs-
I.      The  SS  H18a Jane  Nlcholgon,  an  ocean  tank vessel .Of  7218  gr®e8` tans,
Off ®  No*  244533,  Houo  Pert,  N®T Orl.anB,  Loul81ana,  and  omrod  ty  the  U&r
Shipping ldrinl8tr&tlon,  lashingtca,  D.C.,  art  oper&tod bgr B®"th,  Ichke
Capany,  local Houston Agent,  Strachan Shlpp±ng  Co.   1 ca]rgo  of R®8]dual
Fuel  oil me  loaded  at the Shall R®fin®ry,  I!ouston,  I.]ca8.
The  ves€®l  .a±led  free Sh®n Docks  at Haaetop,  T®3Bas  ait 0800,  23  0otdber,
1%6,  for Baltlrme,  18d.  the v`eBaele  agents  &t B&ltlmone  are  Hlnklne  Steapr
8hlp Co„  Hmaey Bldg. Baltlbone,  »a.

fain:rr.Z=ts#&°±P3Lu£5ife¥:m#;::ar#t°ff5o¥onport:tor;8%i'i;4¥
after the veBe.1 her Belled.

3.     On animal  at doche  Of Shell  OIL Co. a ®oesrfu®rabl®  drat ®f black
ou ms  fotmd  on mt®r  clo6e  to Ho. 3 dock,  ihore  the SS  Ellan Jane Nlchol.ca
ms  berthed. A ganpl®  m8  talon of  ®n  floating  on "a,tor,  and a caxpl®  Of
ofl ne  taken free the  loading line  throuch which  the  SS ELlzaL Jqap. Nlchol3on
lcadod  a  cargo  af  fuel  oil.  the  gampl®8  azio  ln  cu8todsr af  Sonl®ar  H®aring
Orflcor,  H®rdhant Harine  lfoaring thlt,  Houston,  fro:rm=i.

4.     Fron teetlmony of titnesgo8,  art fron log kept ty dock foreinan aLt th.StEL=EL£®rink¥Th:°Lto:#:rRE#t===ear:L2#g,t"ZLFT6:##r,¥94¥8°

=i.thfed®alTo#±orpfaf£Lfedit¥oTg#r8#:be°ri#§a}:#gthtie
fermrd deck to b®oone  flooded  and  oocelderabl®  oil  running  into  ehanael.

5.     The tith®8se8  Could  offer no apparent roaeon for  the  o'verflcm,  ac  the
tanks  vere not being  toppod  Off,  and  that a Hdfo  and &t 1®aet two  of the
deck crew vero  ca drty and  on deck "a,tching the  tarfu.

6.    thone  18 no ®videnco  of n®g1.ot or  lnattendlca t® drty on the  part of
the dock empleyo8,  ae  the  dock valve  ms  Bhat ®ff -a  goon as  the  overflo"oo-a,
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Zgs E]|fa June Hichol8on
Conttd.  Pap  2.

fiTHEssrs' INmvEm
7.    £: E:rdEL±:;i:L¥ £:rckd#kkeerr:„ ±g% # #88: 22= 8:##:: :;4tg:

8.      the  veBsol her  galled before  an  inve8tigatlon  Could be  nad®  on board
the SS EllBa Jane mchol3on.

incl i
1®g  of  dock  f oreman
Steteaent,  I. Dotry
Stotonent,  N.  I. Ha]li®fleld.

I-in,
rm,  Houston,  kex.
24  Hay,  1946

Toi      Cormnd®r,  8th  CG DIst.  (nd)

Fornded, apprord.

ftRE4pe¢pe
I,HUT.  comR.  uscen.
EXAmrm"G  aFFlaER.

FRABusRArfpe.
ty dlr®ctlon.



HOu8ton,    lexa.8      .   `:`.  ' ,  :.r`;a+i ,:`':{\:.`:,:  ',.:.t;:t,

23  octobd,   E946{`„`  t.\].Lr

The  folloutmg  is  an  ®atract taken  from  log kept  ty dock
Oil  Docks:

•r,.1.       ```

rii`inri` &t  Shell

Oct.  22,  1946    -    SS  ELIZA  JANE  NICH0rsoN,  B`erth #3.

10:50  AH    -Vessel  docked.
11:35 AM    - Vessel  started  discharging  ballast
2:30  "1    -   Finish  discharging ballast
3:20  PH    -   Vessel  started  loading  cargo.    Residual  f`iel  oil  11.2  gravity
8:40  PM    -    Stop  loading  fuck  oil  a8  vessel's #6  tank  overflowed  on  d®ok

and  into  channel.
9:10  "    -    Resumed  loading  fuel  o.11.
9:30  PM    -   fftop  loading  fuel  oil  as  vessel  #2  tacks  overflowed  on  deck

and  into  charmel.
1.0:05  ml    -Resumed  loading  fuel  oil.

bct.  23,  1946
3:15  AH  -    V®8gel  completed  loading  cargo.
8:20  AM  -    Vessel  left  dock.

CETIFIED  To  BE  A  muE  copT.Fattr
I.t.   Comdr„   USCGR
Ermlning  Officer
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Houston,  Texas
23  October,   1946

Sworn  st&t®ment  of  N.   L.  ELl11®fiold;   hone  .ddr®€s:  frout®  #1,  `hox  86C,
Houston,   T®x.S.

:n=L::P:°ysd:t?ya:ho#d:::,C3¥8oTyrii:USL::%#;ago::,r:°

`{:.i,`~'

rk Ref in®ry
1946.     Our-

1ng  this  tlac  I  mB  on  duty  tondlzig  hoe®,  1o.ding  SS  RIIZA  JAVE  HICHOIisoH.

Lo.ding .1®  .t.rt.a  .t  3:20  " and  I  a.mo  cn  duty .t 3:30 mL    At  8s40  rm
a  t.nk on  &ft®r  deck ran  otor  .nd  I  ±medl.t®ly  Bhut  off  bos®  valve  on
lo.ding line.

i:££:E ::=8:=c±®feag::: :=9:1£rpI and at 9!30 " 8topp®d io.ding .8 .

foe,ding m8  8tlLrt®d  &g&1n  &t  los06  " and  ve8B.1  *&e  conpl.tod  fLftor  I  "8
off  duty.    I-left  &t  llsso  in( to  go  hace.

On  the  1Bt  spill  oil  inn  over  dock and  into  oham®1  1n  oon8id®r.bl®  quant-
Ltl®B,

Qi  2nd  spill  oil  .loo  ran  oT®r  d®ok  into  ohlm®1.

All  !oupp®r  plugs  iner.  in  on  dock  Bld®  oJ[c®pt  one  anld8hlpe.     Th®r®  wag  .
mt®  on  d®ok  and  .t  1®.8t  2  ..1lors  on  d\rty .t  the  time  of  ®aoh  8pill  and
I  c.a  glv®  no  r®a8on  for  the  overflcw.

/8/ N.  L.  miii®fi®id

cmTIFTm  to  88 A  TRUE  copy J

fro un       -.--
Ijt.   Condr. ,   USCGR



Swam  statenent  of  I.  I)owdy;   home  address:
Tens;  night  dock  foreman,  Shen Refinery.

On  the  night  of  October  22,  1946  I  was  on
12  PM.    At  8:40  "  I  ms  called  to  dock #3
was  loading  Grade  ''C"  fuel  oil  as  cargo.
ship  had run  over.

Houston,  Texas
23  October,  1946

7810  Baltimore  S**giv;

d:i:I:st£:ckfg;£r`ifridmAldriex|is8INt°
I  w&a  informed  that  a  tank  on  the  .

I  imediately went  to  the  dock #3  and  found  oil  running  off  deck into  channel.
Iioading  had  been  stopped  at  one..    The #6  tank  on  ship  had  run  over.    It
appeared  to  me  that  a  considcffable  amount  of  fuel  oil  had  run  over  on  deck
and  into  the  channel.    The  scupper. -ere  all  plugged up  except  1  plug  amidships.

At  9ioo  PM  loading  was  started  again.    At  9:30  PM #2  tank  run  over  on  deck  and
and  Spilled  over  into  charmel,  and  I  would  say that  a  considerable  amount  of
fuel  oil  went  into  the  channel.

At  10:05  PM  loading  mag  re8uned  and  at  3:15  AM  on  tbe  23rd  cargo  mg  all  aboard
vessel,  and  completed.

I  ms  at  dock #3  when  the  second  spill  occurred  and  loading  ms  stopped  im-
mediately.

/ a/  T . Dowdy

CERTIFIED  T0  BE  A  TRUE  COH.

Ijt.   Comdr.,   USCGR


