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CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
MERCHANT VESSEL BOARDING REPORT
Confidential : S ‘Confidential

DATE BOARDED:.27 Jan,'45 BOARDED AT £has,.,8.C. DATE OF REPORT:. 30 _Jan.'45 )
VESSEL: . 98 "ERASTUS SMITH O N N e

CREW CHECK: NEGATIVE: e POSITIVE: (See Below).__m ....... RS e S

OPERATIONS IN PORT: .. Discharge, repair, bunker, and load, ...

1, Crew list of Subject vessel was checked through the files of this office
with the following results:

VAN DER POEL, Cormelius, chief mate aboard Subject vessel, is listed as
having deserted the S5 FREDEN, Swedish registration, at Baltimore, ld.,
24, March, 1942; Z=-577591, Netherlands passport No. 4586213 born 19
October, 1914, at Hinzor, Holland. SUBJECT advised that he left the S5 ‘
FREDEN in good faith, having announced to the ship's captain, shipping t
agent, and the Commissioner his dissatisfaction with the wage agreement

and lack of bonus system aboard the S8 FREDEN, and his intent to leave !
the ship at the next port to find employment elsewhere, Form NCG-2515 :
is attached. SUBJECT'S documents previously had been endorsed. 1

et p———

MENG, Rudolph Martin, CDB #15668, listed in MMSL 1 September, 194k, and
HQ/INT-8, dated 3 January, 1945, same SUBJECT. Born 24 March, 1913, at
Canton, New York; SUBJECT'S mother was born in Germany (Prussia), and
SUBJECT!S father was born in Hungary, SUBJECT has a high school educat-
jon and has continued wide reading in history and politics. SUBJECT
stated that he has been interviewed several times regarding his views
and attributes to "the relatively ignorant seamen" the reporting of his
expressions; he admits to be anti-British largely because of association
with his father "who has the old European attitude regarding the British."
SUBJECT'S attitude on war is that they are useless and largely engendered
by individual leaders and not by the people; he denies ever admiring "the
arrogant Nazi regime in Germany." SUBJECT'S documents previously had
been endorsed. Form NCG-2515 is attached.
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