
15  Jun,  1942

80.      M.S.   BSSO  AUOuSTA

U.S.  TaLnker;  built,  1940;   11,237  gross  t,one;  load,  gals  oil.
Depart,ed  TeJras  City,  Texas,  4  June,  1942,  for  United  Klngdon.
Damaged  by magnetic  mine  15  June,  1942,  1733  RT,  one-half  nile  south
Buoy  CB-2,  Virginia  Ca,peg.
Weather.,   el®ar;   sea,   srooth.
On  board,   57;   Saved,   57.
Ve$8el  and  car.go:     8alvaged.

This  tanker  waLs  traveling  in  convoy,  carping the  con+ey Vice
Comodore  aboard,  when,   at  1703,  the  S.S.  ROBERT  C.   TUTHE  ah®nd,  toe
observed  to  be  hit  and  to  8]ck  rapidly.     The  wheel  of  the  ESSO  AUcOSTA
was  put  hard right,  for  a  fast  zigzaLg;  then  lt  rag  decided to  ®nt®r
Che8apecke  Bay,  and  a .ide  circle ua.a  coxplet,ed to  the  right,  bringing
the  vessel  back  to  the  vicinity  of  the  TUTTLE.a  aicklng.    At  1733,
there  was  an  explosion  close  astern,  aLnd  t,he  ®ngln®8  Stopped  after  tro
revolutions.    St,Cam  and  fuel  lines  were  broken,  and  engines  and  8te®r-
ing  gear  disaLbled  by  t,he  concussion,   and  one  of  the  gun  crow ms
injured  when  throm  to  t,he  deck.

At  1755,  the  ESSO  AUGUSTA  radioed  for  a  tug,  and  early  the
following morning,  she  was  taken  in  to. ty  the  XESHENA  and tro  Ha7ry .
tugs,  and  proceeded  to  Hanptoa  Roads,  arriving  aLt  0645,  16  June,  1942.
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