
23   February,   1943

li2   s.s.   EssO  BATON  rouGB
(s®® eLlso  Group  3$   8

U®S.  "k.r,  built  1938j  7.989  gross  tons;  1n  balleet.

%r¥rd::ds#eisTJ;u,"#,.8i9::,ri%§a:ioi5N..27022"
On  bo.rd.   68;  8av.d.   65.
vOs8®lt  toteLl  lose.

Ae  eh®  in.  returning  ln water  ba,lla6t  with  a  Convoy  from Wal®e
to  the  W®8t  Indi.s,   8ho  m8  again &ttackod,   the  tot.pedo  penetrating  the
®ngln®  room  from  the  starboaLrd  side  this  tine.     Th®r®  ms  a  t®rrifio
fl&8h  end  a  puff  of  .nok®,   but  no  fire  ®nsu®d,   and  the  8hlp m8  &ban-
don®d  ln  thr®o  11f®boat8,  and  two  rafts  wore  elsa  rolea8ed  but  not  used.
65  of  the  68  men  on  board nero  Salved,   the  ®ngine®ring  offloor  and  fir®-
mn  on ntoh  below  being  lost,   and  one  monb®r  of  the  g`m  Crew.`   The
8hlp wont  don  .torn  first  about  3  hours  later.

The  etrrvivor§  Toro  piok®d  up  by  the   British  HMS  TOTLAND   whore
th.  burned  and  lnjurod  *or®  oar®d  for.     A  gall®ymn  from  the  ESSO  BATON
rotx}E,  a  former  physloian.  to8  instrumental  ln  saivlng  the  life  of  one
of  the  t)odly  lnjur®d  gun  crow whom  be  vee  glv.n  up  ty  the  8hip'8  eurg®on
on  the  Tom.AND.    "o  1njurod were  put  a8hor®  at  AntL€u  on 4  mroh.  end
the  other  8urvlvor8  tronsferrod  to  a  mtoh  ship.  and  taken to  Triridad
.nd  oum£ao  for  I.p&trlation.

u®8.11   0.-"irtz,   of  the  ESSO  BATON  ROunE.   ty  his  ®kill  and  d®rotlon
a.v.d  ..v.I.1  llv.e  .nd  r®o®ivod the  lforohant  mrln®  DL8tlnguishod  S*rvio®
ked&|®
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