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U.S.   Tanker;   built,   1942;   9,670  gross  tons;   cargo,   crude  oil.
fep&rted`  Oa.rtagom,   Col.,   for  lfew  York  City.
Torpedoed  6  July,   1944,   1940,   EFT,   Atlantic,   14°  N.   7|°  W.
Weather,   ovez:cast;  wind,  .moderato  RE;   sea,   rough.
On`-board,    72;   saved,   64.
Vesseli  total  loss.

Membor8  of  the  Crew  first  saw  the  mke  of  what  appeared  to  t)e  an
object  just  under  the  surface,  moving  parallel  to  the  tanker,   to  steir-
tloard,   and  about  a  mile  away.     The  wheel  imas  put  hal`d  left,   brit  less
than  two  minutes  later,  there  ons  an, explosion  under  the  stern,  which
demolished  the  4"  gun  aft,   and  rendered  the  rudder  and  screw  useless,
and  the  vessel  began  to  settle  by  the  Stern.     The  order  i^ras  given  to
abandon  ship,   and  five  minutes  later,   a  Second  torpedo  struck  the
starboard  side,   forrfurd  of  the  engine  room,   followed,   a  quarter  of  an
hour  later,   by  a  third  in  almost  the  same  spot.     The  entire  complement
is  believed  to  have -abandoned  ship  successfully,   but  four  of  the  merchant
crew,   including  the  ELster,   a.nd  four  armed  guard  menbers  were  app.r®ntly
lost  in  the  rough  seat

and the  #€:iv:€:  %%:Hti%¥Eg|:mRA.2  ::a:Sea:dri:r:3offn ¥ :h:u;;.S bc-ui2%
1ifettoat,   duo  to  strong  current  and windy   drifted  rapidly  out  of  Sight,
and  Sot  a  Course  south  for  the  Coast.     Five  days  later,   at  sunset  ou
11  July,   they  mde  a  landfall  and  rowed  ashore  near  mbulla,   tolomt)ia.
Next  morning,   a  U.S.   Nairy  blinp  ms  oontaoted,   and  these  men  were  taken
to  Barranquilla.   Colomt)ia,   and  subsequently  repatriat`9d.
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