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32.    s.s.  EssO  RAsrvnLE

U.S.  Tanker;  built,  1940,  7,943  gross  tons;  cargo,  fuel  oil.
Departed Port  Arthur,  Texas,  16 uarch,  1942,  for  New Haiven,  Corm.
Torpedoed,  21  March,1942;.0015  8hlpl8  tille;  16 mi.  RE Frying Pan  thoal8.
Weather,  raining;  rind,  SE,  light;  Bea,  moderato.
On  board,  38;   gaved,  38.
Vessel:    etern  8ectlon  ealv&ged.

A  heavy' .inpact,  thought  to  have, beezL .caugod ty  a  .dudd  torpedo,
Ta8  felt  aboard  thle  ve88el  about  one mi"te b.fore  a e®cond ]al8sllo
crai8hed  into  the  8tapboaB'd  81de  just  aft  of  the mldchlp  hou8.,  end  em
ploded,  covering the  deck with a hoary  .prey of  oil.    Coundc&tlon.
between bridge  and  engine  zioon ior®  dlerupt®d,  but,  according to pr®vloue
arrangement,  the  englne8 vere  .topped  after  a for mlnut®..    Fire  did  not
break  out,  but  the Hester  gave  the  order to  abandon  8hlp,  .inc®  hoz.  back
was  broken  and  she  Seemed  in  i]mfu®nt  danger  of  cap.lalng.    All  four  llf e-
boat8 Tere eaployed,  and tro,  containing 8  etirtllor.,  ver® plck®d up ty
the  USS  MCREAN  and  taken  to  NorfolJt,  T&.     The  CoaLde  Guard  Cutter  TAII,APcOSA
rescued  one  boat  nth  21  aboard,  who  were  taken  to  Savannah,  G&®    "o
lla8ter,1n trying to  endor  a 11fobo&t,  fell.into the vat®r  end, rae  injured,
and unable to reach the boat;  hovever,  after  eone  dlfflculty,  he hauled
hin!®1f  back  aboard hl8  ehlp,  where  he rcdaln.d  in  .Of®ty `mtn reinoved
nero  momlng ty the  Co&Bt  Guazid Cutter  ACASSIZ,  which  deo  plck®d  uP  the
ronainlng ,lifeboat with elcht nen  (thu. eccouting for  all hande).

The  forTand  8ectlon  of  the  E$80  NASHvnlB book.  off  and  eenk  cone
tip. during 21 March,  but  the  after end,  fron #5 tank,  floated on an  .v®n
kcol and ne toTed  lndo port  and  reconctructod for .further  .ertice.

^n  entry  8ubmarlno,  poe81bly th.  due *hlch  &tt&ck®d thit  v®ee.I,
rae  sunk by an Any bchber ln thle  v±clnlty &t 1400 the  .abe  day.
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