
FR0%   cormAVEU  roARDlh'G   P.TPOIiT,   Shr,   EtLi'Gf;l€E  FTELD   (a.S.i ,10  INOV.1943.

Examination  of  the  vesf.tgl's  log  art;3  interrogation  o±'  the  ghip' a  o£.fleer
personnel  developed  that  the  followin{t?  events  trar.s*r2ire,?<  shortly  after  230u
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tines  given  are  a.['i.T.)

2305  -  Unidentil.i.ed  `ress.jl  approachirig  ora  pot.t  bow  on  a  course  approxim&t®ly
at  rlgrt.t,  gingle  to  the  convo}'  {.~`,our8©.     EUGLtjri  FIEm  }]roceedi`rig  at  about  9i5'  knots
on  Station  ln  no§ition  ;`'o.   63  '#it-n  sterzi  lights  of  :io.  62  ELrid  61  visi-bie  ahead,
8toppod  engines,  right  rudder,  ninning  lights  8witcbed  on  ns  the  approaching
Ve8s®1  Ti'cis   showirig  a  grc;er,   running  light.

23C}6   -F`Ltl].   Speed   a8tt3m,   dual;.{``;r.   ;or,:^EF+€`l   on   s}1ipt a   whi5tle2.

2310  -Apnroa.r7!1.}}i{?  vessel  app&rQr+tly  put  itis   rudd.el.  hard  left,   coilisiGI}
followed,   hl8  stem  scmping  the  EUGm'iE  FI£LD' a  upper  plating  from  abe,ft  the  lto.
41ife  rar`t  ori  the  =f7Trl,;   side   to   EL7o.   4  lifeto&t  €mid8hip.     EtLIGE}Lr.  FIE;LB's  !€o.   4
11f®  rift  came  adrift  and  fell  on  the  after  deck  of  the  ship  wit,h  which  she  had
just,   collided.      D8mag©   I,a   L`Iie  ELtcr£`,{Fj  FtH`:LD   is   su{.jcrficitrl.

2315   -   Tit,tjGERT±:  T`I_F:ljrj,   dead  iri   tr!e  w&t€Ir,   &f,proached   from   th~j   3ij{irbc`f.`I"I  tieam
tigr  aliother  unldentifled  vessol  ori   collision   cot.-`r`qf ,   ti.=p^c}€,i   f,,-3r   -LL.'f.`:;.I;:.`=`  i`r.:i?.t' s
foremast,     `tJtTG¥}:r  FTr.JLP' a   nirmlng  lights  hirming.  r,Iri£?htly,   soun{jed  darig©r  signal
on  the  wlii8t,1e  and  hailed  approaching   g{!ip  by  megaphone.     rlrho  rft&steT  Et&t,a.s   h8
clearly  observed  the  apr;Poaching  ship  arid  states  She  is  rot  a  [T.   5'.   fl€.(:}  vessel.
AVo   ®vldence  was   giveri   that   t,he  approaching   sh~ip   saw  the  ETj'C"^E  FI1``:L£..      r.`ollisj.ori
followed,   the  stranger'§  stem  and  port  anchor  Scraping  forward  alonit  t`ie  8{,?Gin(E
F'IELD's  st,arbo&rd  upper  bulwarks  from  forward  of'  t!ct.1  hat6h  to  the  stem.     The
EUGENE  Flr':Li)' a   st.em  is   corisld@ra'jlF  out  of   1-;rig   a.totw.e   t,}ir=   ilfater   l1:re   8.r£!i   }..i5r   Star-
board  bow  is  st,ova  in  below  h&wse  pipe.

2318   -  ETJGERE  FIIt}I,n   S©nt   followir]g  negsape   to   commodore:      RATt7ti7ED  Tp'jlcE.

2330   -:E':'JGE!:I,:  F.Ti..j},D   sc!rit   followirtg  !dessat5~e   t,a   cormoctore:      APpfifTti`!TTL¥  ALRIGrm
wlLI.  AITE!.{pT  TO   pF.Our,ro.

The  3rd  ifeLe,  Mr.  mrray,  w&B  on  the  bridge  &t  the  time  of  the  first  oolligion,
the  ffla8ter  was  on  the  bfidgo  with  him  at  the  time  of  the  2md  o®11i8ion.    The  3rd
Asst.  Engineer,  fflr.  Lolley,  was  on  mt,ch  in  the  (.}xpgin®  room  8t  time  oP`  both  colli-
sions.     Because  of  visual  r,ommunic&tl.ons,   exchanged  on  4  ItJciv©nber,  H&Ei!tel`  .€t&tes
that  ho  believes  the  SA!`hj]  H{)USTO:a  11  ls  the  vessel  involved  3.n  the  first  collision.
The  v®8sel  inco].v©d  in  the  2nd  colll,`c,lion  i.g  not  identified  but  is  b€..1if3ved  to  be
the  SS  roRTUGUEro  (Br.)   because  she  ls  the  only  non-U.S.  flag  vessel  knom  to  have
b®®n  involved  ln  colll31on  in  convoy ¥  263.

DIB8rfuatlon:  J.A.a. ;  COMINCH I-20;  rfjoa8t  Guard.
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|T{j/`1?}e,qrl.ay,    'Tc`'rqlt)er   3r.1.19+'';3.

At  10:05  pin  a  vessel  w&.~,   s5..¥ht,ef.i,  in  t,he  mist  ori   t,}ie   star`.r,.oar'j   -cow

showing  A  gr©®n  light.     I  turfl€ti  on  `~.idc  lie;.hts  arid  Stopped  t,`Lic;.   c`r,a.irie,   ordei`®d

gtarboa^rr3   rudl®r,   qyli3  a+,  lo!a6  f7ill   speoi+  dst,err,`   to   t..r:-t3   a`/oiJ'`   a.   cc`11i3`ior..

The  o+uher  vessel   Swung  hard   loft,  &r_rl   +ts   i-,tarbc`8r.`   a.`jart,er   st.tiict   a.`rdji3hipa

at  10:10   on   t.hc   port   side,   rJa]raa:it`,=  j±4  not,o^-I.1fc;  bea.+„   7{-+'.J+  aft,er  boat  fl&`rlt,

bulk¥arks,   chain  rail.     #41i.fe   r€if+i   ,-,'£+5  roleasod  art.t!  lost.     Ab  1012J;~  I  ord{j-fed

+f\ril   Steed   ahead   to   ge+.   cleahr,   ar.`1  &t   th3t   t}`me   a.nr,thBr  ve+5sel   wa±}   ¥`63F{)rtfJd  on

the  starboard  beam  c>z2   su`th  an  an``?le  tr`.at  colugion  could.  riot  fo€j  &\to±rJqd.     I

ordered   f'`'`ll   sT3;3ea   ft5t,eFTi   at,10:1}+  t,a   +.ry   +,c!   a.voi,:ri  being   gi;r`jt+"    i``  `:    -r`t  ,   :¥``'.i

was   struck   ?r,\,   +uhe   a+.arb`i&T`i   bow.

ii.h9,   £1.JGiJ`ut`{F    FI#J.,,Tj    { i+L£;. }

/ rey3 /   F:idN1.  ..:1.   tS``ihiJIIVur.
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