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Tos The Commandant

Record of proceedings of a preliminary investigaticn conducted at Cleve-
land, Chio to inguire into reported oil violation by SS F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

at dew York, N.Y., on 9 May, 19u5.

Forwarded.

The proceedings, findings and recommendation of the foregoing preliminary
investigation are approved.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO Cleveland, 15, Chio
Marine Inspection

AND REFER TO

File MIN=-l

7 Merch 1946

Toz OCMI, Clasveland, Ohio
Subj: Investigation; SS F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, report of oil violation.

1. In accordance with instructions received, a preliminary investi-
gation was made to inquire into the facts and circumstances surrounding
the subject matter.

— Finding of Facts -
2, The Coast Guard Patrol Boat 38633 reported an oil violation at
New York, N. Y. on 9 May, 1945 by the SS F. SCOTT FITZGERAID, of which
Mr. Re G. Spellman, Orwell, Ohio was second assistant engineer. The
case was referred to this office, Mr. Spellman was contacted and advised
to appear at this office. Cn 6 March 1946, Mr., Spellman appeered and
in answer to the reported violation, stated, that at the time of the
violation, he was on watch and acknowledged that a quantity of fuel oil
had been pumped overboard. He further stated that he was pumping up the
port settling tank, occasionally taking a glance at the numericator
(o1l level indicator). Wher the indicator showed that the tank was nearly
full, Mr. Spellman commenced shifting over preparatory to pump up the
starboard settling tank.

3. It was while in the act of changing over, that a Coast Guard
petty officer from the Patrol Boat 38633 came on board and notified

Mr. Spellman that fuel oil was being discharged overboard., Mr. Spellman
immediately shut off the pump. Upon investigating, Mr. Spellman dis-
covered that the port settling tank was full, causing the oil to run
out the overflow and overboard., It was estimated by the Coast Guard
petty officer that about a barrel of oil had gone overboard.

4, The following is a copy of the statement made and signed by
Mr. Spellman in the presence of the chief petty officer: "I, R. G.
Spellman, 2nd Asst. Engineer aboard the S5 F. SCOTT FITZGERAID, American,
do hereby state that there was oil going over the port side of the ship,
0il was stopped flowing when notified by petty officer of the CG 38633.
Source and cause of spill unknown to engineer on watch."

R. G. Spellman, 2nd Engineer

- Conclusion and Recommendation -
Se That Mr. Spellman has had considerable experience in the pumping

up of the settling tanks, having operated the pumps on his watch since
he assumed duty aboard ship. That Mr. “pellman acknowledged the fact
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that he was careless in not paying closer attention to the indicator.
That the pumping of the oil overboard was not a willful act, and that
the pump was shut off as soon as he was notified that the oil was going
overboard.

6. That the oil was running overboard from the overflow pipe and

not from the scuppers as charged. That Mr. Spellman was admonished that
in the future should he be pumping up the settling tanks to have other
members of the engine room on watch stand by and assist hlm in this

operation,

Te There is no evidence of inatteniion or neglect of duty on the
part of lir. Speliman, I therefore, recommend that the case be closed

without further action.

HWUMJ

STANLEY'W BURNS
Examining Officer
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OoCMI, Cleveland, Ohio
File MIN-1

8 March 1946

To: DCGO, Cleveland 9ND

Forwzrded, approved. C;(;;Qéijj A

E. H. POLLOCK




7 UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

ADDRESS REPLY TO CLEVELAND 15, OHIO

DISTRICT COAST GUARD OFFICER

NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT  (omi)
rerer To FiLE: MTN 1

7 March, 1946

Tos Lt. Commander Stanley W, Bums, USCGR, Examining Officer

Viai OCMI, Cleveland, Ohio

Subjs Investigation: SS F. SCOTT FITZGERALD; report of oil violation

Ref: (a) Title 46, Chapter II, Code of Federal Regulations, part 136.104
1. You are directed as Examining Officer to make a preliminary invess
tigation in accordance with Reference (a) into the facts and circumstances
in the subject matter.

2. Upon conclusion of your investigation, a report containing findings
and recommendations shall be made to the OCMI, Cleveland, Ohio, in duplicate,
accompanied by a complete file of the pertinent papers in this case.

3. The OCMI, Cleveland, Ohio, is hereby directed to furnish the neces=-
sary clerical assistance.

v

EARL B. HULL
By direction
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I, R. G. SPELLHAN, 2nd Asst. Enzineer aboard the 58 Fo. SCOTT FITZZERALD
American, do hereby state that there was oil going over the port side

of the ship. 0i} was stopped from flowing when notified by petty officer
of the CG 38633. Source and cause of s;}ill unknown to engineer on watche

R. Go SPELLMAV, 2nd Engineer
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