
11  Jun.,  1942

77.      S.S.   F.   W.   ABRAMS

U.S.  Tanker;  built,  1920;   9,310  gross  tons;  loed,  f`i®l  on.
Departed  Aniba  for  Now  York.
Torpedoed  or  mined  11  June,  1942,  0640  Em,  off  t;ape  Haittoras.
Weaither,  ra.iny;  fog;   sea,  moderate;  wind,  brisk  South  Southeast.
On  board,  36;   saved,   36.
Ve88el:     grounded,  t,otal  lose.

The  ABRAMS  TaLs  first  8t"ck  at  0640,  with  a vlelbllity of  but
a  quarter mile,  r&1n  .quails  aLlternating with  fog.    Thet uaet®r,  who  had
been  in  foreign  .aters  for  a  tine,  thought  hit  Ship  .tt?ck®d ty a  rub..ii.
marine,  but  it  i.  considered  by conpetent authority that h®  1n.atertontly
Struck mines.    A  9ocond  oxplo8ion  flooded  the  puxp  roan and. buckl®d th.
deck  plates.    The  anchor  cable  became  entangled,  anddh®  ehlp  drifted
until  t,he  boT t,ouched  bottom.

The  tanker  m3  .bandoned by all  hands  &t  0740,  about  .n  hour
after  the first  explosion.    An  aittenpt  at  salvage  was  later nad®,  but
irithout  8uccee8,  aLnd  vessel  and  Cargo  wepre  a total  lo83.

91


