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Ne. 1123

Subjoct: iisconduct of two membors of the erew of tho
Anerican vesacl FIRLORK.

The lionorable
The Seoretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:
In accordance with the provisions of the Department'as
eireular instruction of July 18, 1942 (file llo. 195.2117)
entitlod "Control of lierghant Shipping”, I bave the honor to

enclose a report, rocoived through the office of tho liaval
Attachd, prepared by the sec officer of tho Amorican

vosacl FIRIIORE and doll by the mastor of that vessel.
The roport in guestion copcorns the misconduet whilo intoxi-~
gcatod of Jo icksenY{Norweglan, aged 43 years) and Ira

van liormor~{/imerican citizen, aged 44 years), employed as

guartermestors aboard the vessel in question. The report

also contains cobsorvations regarding cortain activitios of
the gun orew aboard the veasal.

Tho vessel FIRORE is not returning directly to a port
in tho Unitod States, and while in Habana harbor the uwaster
has boen instructed in writing to refuse shore leave to the
mombers of the creow mentioned above and o prohibit any mom-
bers of tho crow taking intoxicating liquor sboard.

Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

Harold S. Tewell
Angerican Consul Genoral




COPY

Havana, Cuba.
Sept. 22, 1942.

1, Thomas J. Brady 2nd Officer of the S/S FIRIORE on
duty on the night of Septembor 21, 1942. lying at the Havana
Coal Dock discharging cargo, did see one John Honricksen
quartermaster of said ship, assault one Claude Fowler, able
seaman of said ship, without provocation, tearing Foviler's
ghirt from his body, and throwing him to the deck. I then
persusdod Henricksen to stop fighting amnd leave his unwilling
opponent, and go about his own business. Through this action
Fowler suffered no aparent bodily injuries. This action
started about 10:45 I.li.

i

Henricksen was guiet for about ten (10) ninutes, when he
found anothor victim one william Kirk, ordinary scaman of tho
ship's crow. aftor threatening Kirk to some extent and chal-~
lenging him to fight, I again intorceded and asked lenrickson
to leave everyone alone bocausec they did not want o fight,
and that he had bettor tura in or I would have him put in
irons. I thon returned to the port quarter deck and was fol-
lowed by lienrickson who rushed at me with fury knocking me to
the deck, and wrestling a policenan's night stick from me
which I was carrying for self protection, he then swung the
night stick at my head, and at the same tine pushed ne down
a laddor leading to the main dock. liow armed with the night stick
ho followed me to my quarters amidship shouting that he wae going
to kill me. I seeing now that he was out of control, made for
ths gangway, and ashore where I reported the incident to the
Police, asking thom to come aboard and arrest Hemricksan.

Five (5) uniformed Havana Harbor Police returned to the ship
with me in about ten (10) minutes. ie were met at tho gangway
by a number of tho ship's crew, and to my knowlodge three (3)
U.S. Mavy gunnors, two (2) of such gunners were armed with rogu-
lation .45 cal. sutomatics, namely Doughty and Blair. ie were
informod by soms members of the ship's crew that Honricksen was
below docks and guiot, that he had no more fight in hin. I then
agreed to drop uy request for his arrest, providing he turned in
and went to sloep, realizing that he was in a drunken condition.
But Claude Fowler demanded his arrost imnedistely, and I quote
his words; "If you do not arrcst John lenricksen now, and rerove
him from the ship I will go ashore and have the Auerican Consul

do it."

The question was then brought up by Blair, a U.S. Navy gunner,
on who had the authority to board an Ameriean ship to arrest a man.
I% was quickly decided by Blair and John Dembrow ablc seaman of
the ship®s crew, that the liavana Harbor Police wore out of bounds,
and they were ordored off thc ship by said Blair and Denbrow. The
Police refused to leave the ship, and offered no resistance until
attack by one Ira Van iiormer, quartcrmastar of the ship'a crow,
who struck onc Policeman on the left sido of his face. Then the
Police cloared tho decks with night sticks, taking Van iliormer from

the




the ship and to tho Police Station. To my knowlodge the only

membor of the ship'’s croew, or the U.S. liavy gun crew who struck
a blow at the Polico was Van liormer. Tho other nen who offered
resistance to the Police were, John Daubrow of the ship's cresr,
and Blair of the U.S. Mavy gun crew, they tried to crowd the

police to the gangway.

I was then told by the Police that they would call the
Cuban Navy aboard the ship and arrost overyone on board. This
information got to U.S. Navy gunnor Blair, who told me to inform
the Police that if the Cuban Havy attempted to board the ship
they would be met at the gangway with U.S5. Kavy bullets. I
relayed this mossage to the Polies, so theoy withdrou. deciding
against any possible bloodshod.

Hot mentioned here bofore, Claude Fowlaer of the ship's crew
wos taken ashore by the Police at his own rogquest, about two (2)
minutes before the fight with the Police wentioned horein, started.

Thomas J. Brady
2nd 0fficor S/S FIRIORE

(Sgd) Thomas J. Brady




