
Op-16-B-5 iVAvr   Dj.jpARTI`ii:HH 1-T

0FFIC,a   OF  TIIHJ   CI:IEF   il?  ITAV.;iL   0PHJRATIChTS
-VVASHINGTCIT     25     D   a

I,.riH|``i|0RApmuM   FOP,   i.TIIjE

ALL   TIl\AJ]S   GOT

CoNFIDm:I IAlj

12  Jar   45

SUBJtlcT:     Surmrary   of  Statements   by  Survivors   of  the   SS   FORT   DEARBORN9   LT.S.   Tanker,
10,448  a.T.,   owned  b/  ,V-ar  Shipping  Administratiori,   und(3r   charter  i,o
U.S.   Navy.

1.                     The   FORT   DLIARB0RI`T  was   at,tacked  by  eneny  aircraft  at   0400  2C)\  Nov   44  in
lo.36}J  -150.51J!i,   havirt:3  sailed  from  Uli+I,hi  18  Nov  enroute  to  Eniwetok  in  an  es-
corted   convoy  Witll   the   SS   .T3ALLIS   ELUFF  and   the   SS  1,+ISSIchT   3U'+:NAvr.I\ri.TLTTIA.      S}`iip  was   in
-ifuter   TjallasJc;   mean  cl-raft   211.     Ship  c}id  nob  sindc   but   continued  under  lier   o'y`m  power

to  dniwetok  arrivinj3  22  I.vTov.
I

2.                    Sh:i.p  w.as   on   course  90°T;   speecl  14.5  lenots;   not   zigzaggin`g;   radio  silent;
all  l`Lands  at   General  Quarters.     The   vJeat,her   was  moderate  'v'vrith  low  clouds;   sea   smooth

;,:±=:sf ,   rf]ot: c;  3; LS::r+T:§:t ±ns:n„ ,;:,a:::gL %:::b _2€3:T£A]£:t3h5L3%: , a::sE£:L±g¥TB D;A£BOEN
v`Jere   abeam  wit,h   the   FORT    D,iJjiRB0E{|`J   on   the   st,arboar`d  and  the   }\,{ISSIC;If   BUHJNAVHJNTURA
astern.    Approximately  18001   separ.a+.,ed  each  ship.     Another  convoy  vvas  a|>proximately
10  -  15  miles  astern.

3.                   At  240019  NoV  escorts  gave   wrarning  that  enem:r  planes  Tw.ere   in  the  vicinity

::I:v%;g3:oa3:r3:£¥m:ttt:±yt±%yh.::::amp£:::c:,±ntg;t±£:t:35±5P:::::a::P::I:£p::dt:+u::I:ged
an`j  strafe   ship.     Five  to  seve,n  bombs   ,rare   dropped  -c>ne   striking  the  water   5001
ast,err,  of  ship.     Only  one  run  was   success.rul  and  ship  was  str'afed  from  astern  to  the
bour.     Sh:ip  SUL.feredscarred  mrks   on  i,he  Eift  gun  t,ul')s,   `'iiicl  forecastle  and  topside   of
bridge,   forHdrd   cc;vered  deck  and   on  the   \vell   deck.      Ti,tvro'20  rmn  magazines  vv.ere   ripped
open  and  mac]e  unus&ble.     Car`3o  1i=+Lt   on  the   port  side   of  the   bridge  and  the  tiller
in  i+`41ifeT.o+it  -vvere   shattcr`ed.     Il)ie   stanchioii   on  the   navii3a+u-ional  bridge  was   bloun
o-Den.      TIT.e   n'iid   forecast,1e   Toull~`-htjads   Lvcre   dot,ted   ,`rith   25   call.j€3r  and  20   Jam  hits.      The

;:.:i-o±::i:j::1::t=:g. On:tis;;;a::: ±Tir:I:o£%r:?rgr[3tc:;e  :)tz58a¥t:g:  ::r:I,1+em::.:t`a :}±:n:°:i}:mTvn/  .rim       _        _`      -i_    _I_   `    ~      .^,_`  _..I.,^,,.`J      +l^r`.      1,`,`  r-.,`      ^^`ii-c`a

At   0530   convoy  altered   course-to  68°T   and   `kt.f3j~   resL`.Iced  the   Tcase   course`               ,I                             _     1       n~       __  _-_-_   _1` --,,, _      _-r--_ -i      _._  _     _

distress   i'-Ji,'jnal  hii-as   sent.      Fire   Lw.as   opentjd.9   rr:I.i`iL:3e   6   nilles   land   35   rounds
the   5'`38;   4   rounds   by  the   3'`50  and   4,00```;   ri`11-lr`ls   ty   the   2C   mm.     All  thi..

tli:row  up  an  efi`3ctive   cijrtain  6f  fil``(u  ,     No  hits   on  i,lie   planes
;,ig),-

;idi?n;':¥fE`:I:%i:£:%d::I::3/::n:V:u::i:::[[ai::d;;i
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i;;rfsl:ip  ,`ras  not  abandoil.ed.     Total  ,t3hipls   cop.1.plrjment  86  including  49  merchant
28  Armed  Guard  and  9  U.S.N.   passengers.     Four   inerchant   cr'ew  ancl  1  Armed  Guard

injured  but  all  survivt3d.

Survivors   of   the   attack  on  the   FORT   DhJARBOPLN   s+uat,.3d   convoy  'i.;iras   a+utacked
i,,r  an  cstiiira+I,ed  9   plantjs  thought  to  be   3  Ztjkes  arf d  6  Vals   paint,t]d  c`iark   gray  tv\rith  a
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rising  sun  on  both   vrings.     Crciw  Tiii"p.bells-of  the  SS  Bh|jljls   3IjuFF,   another  ship  in  the
convoy,   s.bat,cd  that  they  wcre  attacked  by  4-6  planes  painted  dai.k  gra5r  or  black  w.itr
a  red  circle  visibl{3  on  the   fuselage.     Onj  of  the  planes  ~was  identified  as  a  Japan~
es(3   type   'too   l\,ar`k   |1   'lIIap'l.      Thij   ri3st   w.ere   believ`,`d   to   ..e   'lvalsH   or   'lsoniaslt.
I\,tlJi:tbdrs   of   the   crlw  of  the   SS  I  ISSIOIT   BU£|JAVH.NTURA,    including  t-rie  Armed  Guard
officer,   b;1ieved  the   planes  to  13c   'll`:atusL     Thc3ir   color   vras   described  as   dark  gr`.,er
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iiv-ith  +uhc   Japaliese   I`ecl  sun  visible   on   the  Wings.

Survivors   of   the   FORT   IJIARBC)Ti~\T   st,abed  that  the   Lolanes   used  the   clouds

i:585nj,:L[,:jh:s::I:Xo¥f+u:[L:;C::a::::3nE:3%6 :    Eor;:+;g  _;rL±€:  =:i::::dw:r]:i::p£:`;\::s _r;I::e5oo , .
Th.a   strafi-`in;;;   atJu-ack   on   the   I.ORE   DH;AT.lr!ORN   .vras   rr,ad€3   from  a   h\'jight   of   50G'   }Tards   bear-
ing   180°  I.elative.     Cri3w  I.'ieib`3rs   of .the   BA|j|.IS  BLUFF   s+uated  planes   ri:!1cased  bor[ibs
vtthile   1,0001    -2,Coot   astern   ``)etririn`}'   230°   using  a   dive   I.L.16as`3   fror+'i  3,00CO  .      Crew
lrit=j`Lib`~jrs    oi.   .bbc   I.,i|SSI0I\T   BuiJJ}TAvliJ:\vT'i`URA    st,atL`d   .th6+u    bctm`r]s   i,I,r`3I+`;    r,c3lcascjd   iy`whiii``,    r_`1ancs
•vrL,jr`;   1,0001   a.sJvt.`m   bjdring   170°  and  +uhat   a   55°   divcj   rel`jase   uJ.as   i3,nplo.v-ud   I.ron  aprjro.¥j

ira+ucly  i,00.`Ji  yards.

BoiL`Lbs  iver.e   jstiji`,abed  to  be   froir,loo  to   500   pounds,   ex|;loclin€   ori.   contact
I,ritjh   the   .v``ra.tor..

..1

Planes   depai.ted  at .0515  in  i,he  dii'ec+uiori  of  Truk  Island:

6.                     The  Armed  Guard   ofi`icer   of  tile   FOJ`IT   Dr`.i,ARB0RIJ   su:3gested   that   I..a.`i'.   sets`ce   .Cransfei^r,`3d  .from  t,he   brid`,e   to  his   b`ittle   station  on   the   fly-ing   brid.;e.

}\\/1ember`s   ol^   the   shipls   col,t\|-jl`lment   of  the   SS    -hiLLIS   BHjTFF  st,at,ed   that   t,he
attack  occurred  at  0410  20  Nov  in  pc,si.t,it.Jn  10.45N  -150.48fi  while  those  aboard  the
S5' |`TSSIO:`T   BITENILvii-,TTTURA   statecl   t,i-iaLu   they  weri}   a+utacked   at   0335   20  Novin   position
10.37N  -150.4Or.      The   `SS   T3A1,LIS   I3LUF'l?1   suffered  no   dar[iagc   or   casualtj.es   in   the
attack.      One   bomb   fell  -writh.in  an   estimat,i3cl  ;20  ,yards   of   +ulle   SS  LISSIC)IT   3UENAVIJNTURA,
sc'arring  the   starbclard  #4  tank.     No   casualtic,s   trert3   suffi`3r't3d  aboar.d  the   ship  nor
v+as   +uhcre   fu`rther   daTm6-e.

3Ap.=iniJu+    cO}\TATTiD

Lieut.     (jg)     (-VJI)    U`Sl`\TR

DISsj±+ltlD`TATIC\l``J:      Op-16-J±-2,16-P-1,1'Lilz(5   Cop:.Les) ,   Op-20~G,    Op-23-L,    Op-30-M,
;FL20,    F-21,   F-41..    FX-37(C€h,.P.) ,    iTX-40,   FX-43,    FX-45,
copies),    Cc,ord  pe:   {1  I)ev,    JAG,    DI01,   3,   4,   5(2   cop
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;Spies),   ii(3   copi6s),  ,12,13,14(4  copi€3s),
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