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CO828-COMP

10 March, 1944

\PACE AR

LEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF IHE CREN DISCIFLINARY COMMITTEE,
WAR SHIPPING ADKINISTRATION

l 3
The Coast Guard has received from a reliable source information concerning
violations of security regulations by the following merchent crew members,

' | Spoted that Hobert Owen Datson, an officer serving aboard the 58
4:(/!—9-/ FORT ERIE_/divulged the name of his ship and its probeble sailing time over
ublie telephone on 17 November, 1943 while he was on shore leave in the
Fiji Islands. '

It is also reported that Erwin Weidel, & elerk, gorving on & recent voyage
of the Wi, He ASPINWALD, wrote & letter in Oetober 1943 from the Persian
Gulf,in which he divulged his intention to violate ucurit: regulations
in his next letter, He stated that he was going to use & “Code of Agents"
in his next letter to motify the recipient of his ship's next port of

loading«

The Coast Guard will instigate whatever diseiplinary sction may be warranted
in these cases.

K+ K. COWART
Chief, Merchant Marine
Personnel Divigion

| DECLASSIFIED |
Authority 2o D3 ||

By KNARA. DateZZL// ¥
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AcT 91 s

Jecenber 19!

NI RDUN YOR THY OFFICER IN CHARG®:

Jubjeots FUB"RT GHH DATSON
deychant Marine UfTicoy,
e 8, Tort Irie

£3 ‘ Covering Tesorandum

) 8

m Howesber i, Li.iy this Agobb bogen & perilalnar; invigptigation of bub-
Jeet, a8 vequested by 4 € of ¥, G-k, U lalend Comuand, APO 945, DATSON, 8 Ver-
chant Yerine Ufficer on the &, &, Fort Irie, was reposted by Cul, Bil.y Be Baker

ilitery solice .latoon, Leutoka, ¥Fiji, to have given the neme of his ship ( 8, 8,
‘ort Grie’) smd Lts probsble seiling time over « publie tolephons,

iI
Instent fnvestigetion disclosed the DATEUN, on sbout 1100 Hours L th Hov-

subey 1945, did mention the neose of his aldy ( 8¢ 9, Fort iyie ) several tines
a8 weil &8 Lls probeble selling time over & public tele honc, ( kemo- 4 )

DATSON, by his own admission, is & dessrter from the British Navy and has
also Peceived B D C¢ De from the Unlted States Nevy st which time he Losb his
citizonshipe Subjoct adaitted that he was inloxiceted atl the time bo sade the
statesonts concerning the probablie seliing lime of his ebdp. | Memo- B )

il
in the opirdion of this igemt, DATSUN in view of his untsvorsbie Militerxy
Hietory end his violstion of security reguiations et this bese, ghould be fully

This sgent recommcnos thet & copy of tils report be mede avaidablo
to the Office of Naval Inteliigince, Wasuington, Dy U, for g pro,riate action,

HiRsad JITTER
Sf“CLAL AGENT, CIC

Wi F Doaet: M,;y/‘
Lornt Bon A (e Copt bl
Far
e %
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/ BEADQUARTIRS IXI ISLAND COMMAND
v | 29 November 1943
Subjeghs  ROBERT OREN DATSQN
' Yewchant Merine Officer,
Se 8, ¥Fors Irie
. Bas Interview with Cpl., Billy B, Baker
On November 254 1943, this Agent interviewed Cpley Billy Be Bakem,
MiAitaxy Police Flatoen, Lautokas Fijty Fegariing Subjests, i bnd boen
reported by vple Paker $o0 have fretly discussed the name wis ship ( S.S5.
MW’ wes anchored at Vunda Point and 1t8 probable sailing time
over @ publi¢ teisphons. ,
baker stated that on about 2100 liours, 17 November 194Je Subject appeared
at the Military Police X _ Lautoka, Fiji and ssked if he might use

parscnal + Baker who was eungaged in a conver-
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diseussion over the telephone, mentianed
and was eautioned by Beker to refrain
Lisdi again mentioasd
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that at this time he
alse informed him that
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ion papers disclosed that Subject's
that he wes = Merchant Marine Officer from the
soon afferwerd a gyoup of sallors fyem the Se S
a8 Subject, identified DAISON as being

:
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vth talkative and appeared to be under
Nm: Subject was & Meychant larine
officers cap he appeared fo be about 27 years Beker described

?
g
:
§

te 170 weight and haviag s ruddy couplexion.

%‘hﬂwu call wes made to Comander
Port s Vunda Point, Fiji, as to the disposition of Sube
that Coomender Peckenhaugh advised the Military Pokice Uffiece
0N should be twned over %o the shore patrol for delivery te him and
would interview Subject at his office, Baker added that he made a full
to his superior Officer, Lt, Edward J. Flymn, OMP, who is the acting

F

¥

EERUAN RITTER
 BPECIAL AGENTy GIC
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HEADQUARTERS IX ISLAND GOMMAND
AFO 913

1 Degeriber 1943

lerchant Marine Officer,
8¢ 8¢ Fort Brie

Sukiegts . ROBERT OREN DATSON
B Interview with Lieut, Comdr, J, Feckenpaugh

(n December 1, 1943, this Agent interviowed Licut, Coindr, Jo Feckene
sort Dizector, Vunda ioint, Fiji, in his office, regarding Subject.
bad been reported Wy Opl, Bllly B, bekers lMlitaxy iolice ilatoon,
Fijdy o have frecly discussed the name of his siip ( 5o S, Fort
whieh hoved at Vunda Foint and its probable sailing time,

Ieak-npeugh stated that on November 17, 1943, be received a telephorw
Milisary Folice, Lautoka, Fiji, stating that they had in
a Meychant Marine Officer, from the S, 3, Fort Erie, who
certain security regulations, Fe added that he advised the
jolice %o turn DATSUN over to the shore patwol for delivery to

gquestioning,

Acgonding to Informemty Subject was brought into his office by the
patrol and appeared t0 be under the influence of liquor, le commele
that be interviewed Subjest relative to his violation of local secur-
regulations and obkained the following information, Quote;

ollowing is a brief summary of a statement givem by ROBERT OREN
Iieut, Comdr, Feckenpaugh on or about 2130, 17 November 19435,

:
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up for being drunk but I don't get all this
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W questioned relative to giving out informatiom pertaining to
% of Mo ship, therby endangering the lives of kis mates):

% I aid not give anyone any information that wasn't alyeady kmowne
It was the My P.'S fault, They wanted o know all the information, I was
in the police station when I asked for the ship, They told me to shut wp
but I told them I woulh'tnhntuptor!mhdtohuvbn the ship was

Jeaving, * AR LY
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- -

( Yhen asked if certain papers were his Amevicen Faval Discharge )i

Yos, Six, they are, Do you have t0 see 4t ? I am ashamed of ity Sir,
I have a Dy CsDy Ohy youll probably find out amyway. ( Fapers are thrown on
the dosk), Excuse me, 94r, I didn't mean to throw it at you , Jir, They tock
my oitizenship away.’

( lention was made by Mr, Feckenpaugh that he was txying to find out who
hey DATSCN was talking to since the ship had no phone, yet he, DATSON, talled
to soreone over phone relative to movemont of vessel, DATSUN appeared cone
fused, claiming he placed the call in the jice station and was under the
impression he was connected with the ship ). ;

¢ What I said never endangered the ship in any way, Yhen I was in the
bar I never said one single word, The gops brought that ome The cops asked
if I wos a meychant shipman, I said yes, and they asked what ship I was
on and I tokd them,”

( Mre lvckenpaugh informed DATSON he was going to send him back 0 his
ships DATSGN apologimed several times for any trouble he may have caused}

Notes In the opeming conversation, DATSCN admitted bLeing drunk and ine
sioted that he talked over phone to someone aboard ship, .

Home sddress of DATSMNs: 5918 MeGall Street
Gakland, Califormiae

Rext of kins Mrs lMary Datson
5918 MeCall Street
Cakland, Califormia,
End of quotes

Feckenpaugh shhd that Subject's ship did not sail on the 17th November
1943, as reported by Subject, but left Vunda Point on 20th November 1943+ Fe
added that after be had interviewed Subject he had the sheore patrol take DATe
SON %o lds sidp and leave instyuctions that Subject was not to have any shove
1iberty while at this base,

DATSON, was desexided by Peckenmpaugh, as being; 5 £t 6° heighty 150 weis
ght, stoliyy build, light hair, light eyes, 1ight complexiom and appearing %o
be about 30 years of agee He added that during the interview, Subjeet was nere
vous, appeared comfused, and was easily excited, I condluded by saying that
he di4d not beleive Subject'sahip to be still at this base,

HERVAN RITIER
SFECIAL AGENT, CIC






