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Op-16-B-5 . JAVY DEPARTMENT . CONFIDENTIAL
OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
i WASHINGIO! 25 D C
MEMORANDUM FOR FILES 3 May 44

ALL TINES GIT

SUBJHECT: Supplement to Summary of Statements by\Survivors of!SS FORT LANAUNEJ
British Merchant Vessel, 7130 G.T., operated by Boo teamship Co-5Etd.

Reference: (a) Op-l6-B-5 lMemorandum for Files, same subject, dated 16 llar 1944.

A No additional information.
24 Degaussing was on.
3. Torpedo was seen just before it struck with a vident explosion. There was

no flash but a huge column of water was thrown up, which cascaded down con port side
smashing #2 lifeboat, which was swung out, and wrecking everything on the bridge.
Davits of #2 boat werec bent at right angles, #2 hatches blown off, and 2 planes
stowed on #2 hatch were blown away. Engines were secured. Distress signal sent
and received., Ship's back was brolen and as she sank by the bow, the forward end
broke off, then stern reared up and sank vertically.
4o Ship was abandoned by survivors in 3 boats upon order from the captain,
Survivors landed 3 Feb at Atab on the Arabian Coast. On 6 Feb the HU Corvette
NIGELLA took the survivors aboard and landed them at Aden. Total complement on
board was 56, including 4 Navy and 3 Army gunnersj all 56 survived.
i Sub surfaced and closed the motor lifeboat. A voice which was definitely
Japanese hailed the third officer. Answers were given and the Japanese said, "That
is not our information; our information is that you are a new ship, out from London,'
Third officer thought that sub was German manned by Japanese with a Germar
comuander since a man was observed on the conning tower, larger than the average
Japanese, wearing what looked like a German MNaval cap. This man did not spcak. No
marks were observed on the conning towcr.
O Ship had been zigza:ging continuously until 25 Jan <hen this was discon-
tinued since ship had reached the area where, according to instructions, it was not
necessary to zigzag during the dark hours.
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