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Summary  of   Statements  by  Survivors   of  thep'` SS  FOP,I  MCLEOD,   British  Merchant
Ship,   7127  G.T.,   owned  by  the  ]\.,Zinistry  of  1,Var   Ira.nsport,   and  operated  by
the  Glen  Line.

1.                       The   FORT  MclEOI)  wa.s   torpedoed  at   a.pproximately   1633   GMT,   3  I.i[arch  l9u+,   in
02.01  RT  -77.06  E,   having   sailed  frc)in  Colombo   2  March  to   Durba,n,   with  700  tons   of
general   cargo.     Ship  sank  at  2000.

2®                      Ship  was   on  a  mean   course   203°,   speed  10  knots,   zigzagging,    sea  moderate
with  swells,  wind  rm  force  3,   visibility  good.                                           I

3.                    At  1633  a  torpedo   struck  on  the   starboa.rd  side  at  the  propeller,   irmobiliz5-
ing  the   ship  aLs  the  propulsion  and  steering  gear  were  put  out  of  action.     At  17i+O  a
second  torpedo  stmck  on  staLrboard  side  in  vicinity  of  #+  hatch.     At  1900  it  is  pre-
sumed  a  third  torpedo  struck  as  there  wa.s  a  furt}ier  explosion.     the   sub   surfaced  a.t
1930  a.nd  fired  approximately  7  rounds  into  the   ship  before  she  finally  sank.     A  dis-
tress   signal  was   sent  and  aLnswered.     At  about  1710  a  BA}.{S  message  was  received  indi-
cating  an  eneny  su'o  aboijit  L0  miles  to  the   eastward.     No  counter  offensive  offered.
Gun  crew  was  cormended  by  the  master   for   staying  fat  -their   sta.tions   and  marming  the
guns.     None  were  fired,   although  the  sub  was  in  the  vicinity  of  ship  before  it  was
finally  abandoned.     No  information  available  on   confidential   codes.

L.                     As  the  master  had  not   seen  i;he   sub  he   ordered  ship  abandoned  at  1700  with
the  intention  of  z`eboa.rding  at  daylight  if  no  further  atta.ck  developed.     Four  life-
boats  were  lowered  but  personnel  was  put  into   2  boats  as  the  other  2 were  taking
water.    At  1100,   h  March,   a  I,iberator  plane   sighted  the   survivors  and  at  0600,   6
March,   they  were  picked  up  by  the  HM  IRAl*fliER  SLURA  and  landed  at   Colombo  at   0230,   8
March.     Total  complenent  on  board  wa.s  L9,   including  9  gunners;   a.II  L9  survived.

5.                     Ihe   sub   circled  the  ship  a.t  1900  and   surfaced  at   1930.     It  appeared  laLrge,
although  it  wa.s  indistinct,   no  other  description  availa.ble.

6.                     The  Aluslo  Colombo   stated  tha.t  as  has  been  the  case  with  so  many   sinkings
in  the  Indian  Ocean  area,   recently  reported,   it  would  appear  tha.t  had  the  guns  been
fired,   even  though  the  subls  position  was  not  precisely  known,   there  might  have  been
a  chance  tha.t  the   sub  could  have  been  driven  off  and  the   ship  saved.
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