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i  December,   1943

/

To :         The  colrmandant.

Subj:    Violation  of  oil  Pollution  Act  of  1924,  33  U.S.C.  431-437,  ty  _S.S.
FORT  RIIAGARA,   October  27,   1943.

__1_---.-

ForwaLrded.



coasT  Guam  BASE  (L)
CAPTAIH  OF  rHE  paRI   (p}

29  Novenber,  1943

UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUAF3D

Galveston,  Texas

To :         The  commandant.
I

Via:     District  Coast  Guard Officer,  Eighth Naval District.

Subji    Viola,tion  of  Oil  Pollution  Act  of  1924,  33  U.S.a.  431-437,  ty  S.S.
FORT  NIAGARA,   October  27,   1943.

As  directed by  H21etter  to  all DCcOs  18  August,  1943,  file  CG-loo.18,  inclosure
is  forwarded with  attention invited  to  failure of  U.  S.  Attorney  to  act  in the
CaLse,

._.§iEN*

Inol
Cny  of  ltr  from U.  S.  Attorney  16  Hov„  1943  to  COTP,  Galveston,  texas

CC:     DCcO,   8thND
U.S.I)istrict Engineer,  Gaiveston,  Texas
Merchant  Harfue  Inapector  in  Charge,  Galveston,  Texas



In Replying Please  iiefer
to  this  File  Number

2]-K328L

DELPAR`T!\.,cm!T  O F   JusTlcB

uNITiD  sTh'rEs  AT'ii)rdNEy

SOUTHERN   DISTRICT  0F
TE,Lrs

Houston,   rexas
November  16,   1943

Lieutenant  F.   F„  Simngn
Captain  of the  Port
United  States  Coast  Guar'd
Galvestctn,   Texas

In  re:      OIL  POLLUTION  ACT  0F  1924
33  U.S.C.   +31-43?;   VIO+ATlow  oF
8¥  s.s. 'roRT  NIAGARA,
ocroBER  27+_ _1_9_43_._v___

Dear  Sir:

Reference  is  here  made  t,o  your  letter  of  October
30,   1943  and  your  letter`  of  November  4,   1943,  and  ycjur
note  of  Novelnber  5,  1943,  relative  to  a violation  of
the  Oil  Pollution  Act  by  the  S.S.   FORT  NIAG^ffiA  Occurr-
ing  in  T3xas  City,   Texas  on  Octc)ber  27,   1943.

Please  be  advised  that  inasmuch  as  this  ve,ssel
is  ouned  by the  ?I.rarit.ime  Corm.ission,  we  will  not  take
any action herein  and ar.e  marking  our  files  closed.

Yours  very  truly,

DOUGLAS   T`r.    }vnrcGftEGOR
United  States  Att,clrney

ty     N  -.fi F I:fsi:gch
Assistant

-A,fEL : cp
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Tema  City,  Texas

cAmAI»  OF  TRE  pom' (S)

28  October,  1943

10S               Captain  of  the  Port,  rralveston,  Texas

Subj!           S/S  Fort  Ningara;  punpin{?  of  ballast  in  waters  of  'i`exa3
City  rlarbor.

i.                 At  1715,  27  October,  1943,  Harry  D.  Truesdell,  Cox.,  Called
me  in  regard  to  the  :.Tanker,  Fort  Nlagara,  pumping  ballas+.,at,  the  vacuum
dock.    I  went  down  immediately  and  upon  azTival,  found  a,  very  strong
odor  of  gasoline  in  the  air  cl'ose  to  the  above  named  ship.    Hang  D.
Truesdell,  Cas„  and  kemeth  A.  Wflson,  Sea.  2o.,  .ere  ingtrueted  to
take  .ample®  from  the mtor,  olo8®  to  the  outlet  of  the  bnge  pump,
whloh  18  1ooated  on  the  Starboard  side  of the  ship,  near  the  stem.
Two  8anT}1e8  were  taken  before  enythlng  that  resembled  gasoline  was  fo`md
in  t,he  aanple bottle.  I would  eBtinate  that  aip7]rorinately  10  gallons
of  gasoline ttas  on  the water when  the  8anple8  were  taken.

infomedo:h:heT£;::o¥a£:%fo:h:3h:Pal:£:#nt-i:I:=;ie''7:8ck:£n:#e€h#
2.

wGiter.    The  First  Mate  then  Stated .  that  there  mas  very little  .:asollne
on  the water,  .tunt  the  odor.    He  also  stated  +.hat  loco  barrels  of ballast
gtlll  remained  to  be  pumped  out.    The First }itfate  was  then  specifically
told  that  no  more  bchl&st  oo`dd  be  pumped  in  the  water  of  the  ham:lou,
because  of  the  gasoline  in hhe  liall&8t,  a8  gasoline  on  the water  ig  a
8ez.ious  fire  h&z!irmd  and  dangerong  to  the  8ecrfuty  of  the  port.

3.                Pumping  was  stopped  at  1735,  and  t'he  First  Mate was  infomed
that  the  remainder  of  the ballagt  would  have  to  be  pumped  into  the  oes8
pool  ed not  in  the irater of  the Texa8  City harbor.    The Flrct Hate  then
Stated  that  there  wag  no  pipe  1±mee  leadln;i  to  the  ®ege  cool  from  the
pier  to which  they  were  dcoked,  however he wotdd  get  ln  touch with  the
Agent  for  the Ship,  and  eec lhat  Could  be  done  about  movlnf,?  the  9r!ip  to
another  pier,  where  .there were  lines  to  the  ceBs  pool.

4.                 The  Fort  #iaHga]ra  is  ope"ted  ty  the  KeyBton®  Shippinf?  Company,
240  lJroed  Street,  Phlledelphla,,  Pa.    ¥he  Agent  for  t,he  Ship  ls,-Thibadeaus
Company,   and  is  ouned  b5r  the  ty!aritime  Cormis81on.

5.                  Wit,messes  to  the  above  are!

liar.ry  D.  1'r.uesdell,  Cox.
Sterli.ng  J.  Chemmle,  Oox.
Keneth  A.  Wi].son,   Sea.   2c.



® ®

l`exa8  Oily,  1`exaB
?.7  0ct,ober,  1943

At  |r7m,   on  Oc+vob.I  ?.7,  I.9/+i,   \Sterlinr  J. .Cheranie,   Kcrmeth
A.  Wilson,   aL+1.a   I  wr.rc  aboard  the  ghio  Fort  !Tla.iam,   t`.oored  a+,  the  Sou+uht]ort  Dock

£;:C::Lg=:o:±£::;FhetJhfr8g:hd::::n3fedt€::=:a:±t¥oH#itsu:rin3t£:edr.~Lhe
Fort  I?iaiiara  was  pumping  ballast  from  a  Beacock  near  the  Stem  on  t,he  8bdrhoa]?d
8ido  next  to  the  dock.    We  found.  th.at  the  odor .as  8trongeot  near  thlB  Spot.  I
notlfled  Chief  La  aau8kaa  iTho  thedlately  cgLne  tn  t,he  docks.    Chief  La8a`iL8kae
ordered  t.hf  Chief  Mat.e  to  8tap  punning  bchlast  al  onoo.  Wu8on  tock  a  sannle
of  the  bchla8t  fran  the  Surface  of  the water.    Chief Laaaucka8  thBpected  I,he
aanp|e  and  fotmd  no  i+:a8oline  present.    Elhe  mate  Bald  +hat  the  t,anks  had  been
cleaned before  the  ballast "  t,cken  aboard and  that  there tra8  orly  a  slliiht
amount  of  gasoline  present.    Since  h.a  fo`md  that  there  was  no  gasoline  present
in  the  Sample,  Chief  La8augfaafl  told  the  unto  to  restme  p`mT]incr.    After  the
pumps  uere  Start,ed  I  tack  art.other  aanch6  of  the  bchlast  fron  the water.  We
found  a  conaider&ble  amount  of  rTasoline  in  this  8amD16.    Chief  La2iou8ka8  sent  me
aboard  i,he  ship  I,a  I,ell  the  mate  to  atop  hl8  punrro  and  to  get   t-,he  mate'8  name  and
eddre8a.    rlhe  Chief  M.ate'8  nene  i8  Gordon  A.  Hdrl.  flia  addre88  ia  K83.Stone
Shipping  Company,  260  South  Broad  S.Greet,  Thlledelphla,  Perm8vlvenia.

The  mate  gave  orders  to  a-bop  -Ghe  punpB  md lent  don  to  the
dock  to  talk  to  Chief  I,azauskas.    Chief LazaugkaB  8howed  the  Benple  to  the  mate
and  the  mte  admltt,ed  that  there  was  gasoline  pr®aend.    Chl®f Lazaunka8  told
i,he  mate  that  he  mu®t,  pump  no  more  ballast  overboaLrd  end  i,hat  he  muSt  pump  I;he
remainder  into  the llunble  ballast  pit  if  he wanted  to  `.et  rid  of  it,.

I  would  estinate  that  from  fifteen  to  twont.v  `gallons  of  ga,so-
line  was  present  in  the  hallasti  pupped  i.nt,o  ru;`!6  slip.

Hang  D.  Tmesdell,  Jr„  Cox.
LJ®S,C,G.ii.
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I,'f3xas  city,   'Jtexas
?.7  `1ctobf`r,   |C`/`,3.

"hera_,it;,`£d}!°:,:r:r±al:':i?-;"3:h:7i`£:='r!3::¥-i:.i:.`;'J.::i.:±*€;_:J|:i=:t%ul,hoort
Docks   ill   JJho   so-1-Jh   slit)   a -.,,   Tc}:c,r`;s   r;it:-hg_+]or,   I.-f`-Has   C3.+...-,.  f ?:a.a.      `,'apt`   n,.i.iced
an  odor   o=-;.asolin`i   and   ;itar.,:t-,d   to   inl.'-?..i:.lil-€..+f  T-1:`r-r   i.   -f_`.-cor.ir-i.roTr.      rye
foiffid   Li,1_'ia+u   i,:`.r!   ..  ai`,'=pi?   Fortu   tTi.a  -fl.rt`-I   '"r,`q    '`i`rtlir-`   'r):`|] nci+,    ^.  +    r)f   3   sr`an.c!:,    near
t,h?;  s     in,   on  -.        E5t€i.board  side`nex.i   jro   `+.f.`   '13ck:.   h`':ae   ot=:-i.  seeTned  t,.  ie  the
st,I.on :   st  rit,ar  t,hc  sear,ock   3n  -I.hd  8tlarb.1?rd   -if.:.     ` I .'sj`ell_  r.o-.i-fled  Chief
Lazaus}[as   ELnd   li[,   c:`,rtl'`,   a.3-+I.   and   lil..dr`red   j`hr   r   :..f`f  `  Ei.-.~   -.   r  -oi   ``.lit?i.F   bct`.||ast
and   I   `.oo!:   a   s(trfi31c   from   -I,he   1,:J€`.tc!r   an`a^   Cl`Lic_f   L€.£a,`+s}:9.s   '`x,irrL.n\~i   i-7    `o.nd   found
no   gasoline   _;r`isir+I,.      :  h'    ;r_cart:   s  _.trf`'`-,ra   +u}+`.++.      enl:s   :a+:-,c-.   b'  f`r.   c]_   f.I..-`d   ..`ifore   jc,hc
ballas-C   'Vls   t,i'`ren   iibt)ard.      -``it.Jj`|r  f``hir:a  I,aza.   s!:as   I.`LnL+I.   flo   r£;si].ir.+i   T`r.r.s.:r`.t   in
lbe   sun+]le  hi``r-     old  tl`|r;  Tat{?  hG   coijELd   con+in-dr   i?.1-`.r>itl_i  ballast.   I-[`."  i,he  r)`mp-
in`'.;  `.J9.s  rf:Bi.drii3d,   I r.i{.3.ti,a.edl   i,ook  a   sapr,.,lie   fr3r:   -hc  rty9t.I  near  t,hr   seacocl{,   ncar
I,he   st,r`m,   on  .L}-it.;   `r:Juarboard   si£`     I.  `i`,Tc  -\T^,a   a  c.nsif '.`Irabl.3   cqjioi,n-u   of    .p~soline
t)rr?sent   iri   -uiiis   s.1.mlL)1c.      C`'iief   La2:a`..Ska8   `-jold   .._rLLesdell   .I.r`?   ft,'o   a-I)9ard   .;`.he   BhiT)

and  find  out,  thc;  rtliief  !R.'iate' s  nanr3   a.nd  addr',§s,   and   -Lo  i,ell  him  to   s-t',op  pun`.£p-
irl`3   ballasJu.     If i`r,  nanc   is  rloz.don  jl.   i£31..i.,   and   edr]rrss   i8  .ifr`yst,one  Shi.priin;:'?
Coniany,   2``0   So.ii+jri  T}road  Strr.t=t,   .T='i`i  1&t-I I.1.chia,     `f`rms:r|vania.       .!.ft.f>r  .uhe  nate
had   a+uopi3ed   pun-;.3in¥   ballr^s.;u  ht-,   d,=cr,Fid,id  JJo   .;jl'}f  clrtcks   and   ,`]]canin'ja   the   s&r.ipl\.=
and   sLLa--Led   .`.+.|i;   i-.   i!,,'..as     asoliri.r   ".  'sfrtt   in  .i+,.      rr:ie`f  I.aqa-,s!ta:3   i,r>1d   t?io   r``LaiJf`
not,   T,o   D!uro   fm;`   1.,`+ii...'    ball,?st.   oir' rT),ia.i.r`1~   r-`Tic?   i:.hp. .   :+i.`   rr"   .iim`i   t,ill-=i   remainder   .i,-€t`{jo
nl,3:,a  ITi,_til'3|rJ   ba||a5JL,   T)iT,   if  he  ''.tani,{9d   to     `?-I,   rid   r)f   it.

I   `TO`.,|cl   f`8iui!rcTii;r:     ,?'``fit   from   lf   to
|n   JJTqf':   ba].1.,1.gt,    +`!i:Liu   ..\rjj:s   ':iiiTrtled   in-to   ';,i  a,   slit).

2r}    /.ellons   J.t.i.`   '>a„3o|ime   il.rfl?=¥

;J^i~:mn`3+.h   ji.    `w``Llsfm,    Sf`=&.    ?+cT„
; I , £ , [,. ,i,i, , :I,i.
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