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Op-16-B-5 NAVY DEPARTIIENT CONFIDENTTAL
OFFICE OF TH# CHIEZF OF NAVAL OPsRATIONS
WASHINGTCON 25 D C 12 Dec 44

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

ALL TIMES GCT

SUBJECT: Summary of Statements by Survivors of the SS FORT THOIPSON, British Cargo
Ship, 7134 G.T., British liinistry of war Transport.

L The FORT THOL.PSON was torpedoed at 2120 GCT, 2 Nov 44 in 48.55K - 67.414,
having sailed from liontreal at 0305 2 Nov independently routed to lew York; cargo
unknovn. Ship did not sink but arrived in Quebec at 1500 4 Nov.

2k Ship was on course 0590 T, speed lO% knots, zigzagging on starboard leg
of pattern having last altered course about 7 minutes before torpedo struck. The
weather was fine with a slight haze; wind 5S4 force 2-3. No other ships in sight.

3 At 2120 torpedo struck on starboard side at #1 hold. Track of torpedo
was not sighted. No details secured on extent of damage. Distress signal sent.
Ship proceeded under her own power to an anchorage off Bic Island and was later
assisted by a tug to Quebec. All confidential codes were dropped over the side in
a weighted container except those in the radio shack ‘which were turned in to the
Base C.B. Office, Quebec.

L The ship was not abandoned.. The port life bout while being lowered to
just above the water was lowered too far and became unhooked. In the darkness the
ship was lost so the boat with 17 men aboard proceeded to Matane, Province of
Quebec in compliance with orders shouted from the bridge. Total ship's complement
58 including 48 crew and 10 DEMS Persomnnel. All survived.

e The attacking sub was not sizhted.

6. Interviewing officer stated that the Captain and his crew deserve high
praise for staying with the ship and bringing her safely to pcrt.

BARBARA CQNARD
Lt. (jg) (4I) USIR

Dissemination: Op-16-E-2, 16-P-1, 16-Z(5 copies), Op-20-G, Op-23-L, Op-30-l,
Op-39-P-3(2 copies), CONINGH p~20, F-21, F-41, FX-37(C&R), FX-40, FX-43, FX-45,
A7ASU, BuOrd, BuShips, CGQA’Eopies), Coord Res & Dev, JAG, DIO 1, 3, 4, 5(2 copies)

6, 7(3 copies), 8(2 copies), 10(4 copies), 11(3 copies), 12, 13, 14(4 copies),
15NDs, BuOrd RE-G6-4. !
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